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EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

V

inod Khanna was a huge star
for my generation. He was also
a friend. When cancer claimed
him last month, it was yet another case of
the disease’s seemingly relentless march.
Worldwide, cancer is on the way to equal
ling cardiac disease as the biggest killer. In
India, it is now the second biggest killer,
after heart disease and stroke, up from
seventh position in 2000, reports the
World Health Organization. While cancer
deaths are falling in the West, they are
rising here, with 70 per cent lives snuffed
out in the first year after dignosis, as 80
per cent patients consult doctors at a stage
when recovery is impossible.
Yet, there is hope. Advances in mol
ecular biology, nextgeneration gene
sequencing, big data and innovative
diagnostics are opening up a whole new
world of possible cures. A new generation
of lifesaving and lifeextending ‘smart
drugs’ is currently being developed and
tested, while India’s first vaccine for cervi
cal cancer patients under Phase 2 clinical
trials is a fine example of Make in India
success. With the incidence of cervical
cancer rising dramatically among Indian
women—nearly 23 per cent of all cancers
in women and over one lakh deaths a
year—it might just be a gamechanger.
One of the patients included in Phase I of
the clinical trial at the Cancer Institute in
Delhi, whose cervical cancer had spread
to the lungs even after radiotherapy, has
been diseasefree now for over nine years.
Major institutions across the country
are working on basic, translational and
clinical research. New and potentially
therapeutic molecules have been identi
fied at the Indian Institute of Science,
Bangalore, there is a multicentre study
under way at the National Institute of
Biomedical Genomics at Kalyani, West
Bengal, and Tata Memorial Centre’s Ad
vanced Centre for Treatment, Research
and Education in Cancer in Mumbai.
At hospitals and laboratories across the
country, innovative molecular genetic
tests, technology and techniques are
being used. India’s first commercial
biobank and personalised medicine
company is growing live cancer cells in
Hyderabad to understand the complexity

of a tumour, screen new drug candidates,
use cultured cancer cells as models to
investigate the changes that may have
caused cancer, or its spread, or its resis
tance to a therapy.
Living with cancer is emerging as a
possible option, where the conventional
regimen of surgeryradiotherapychemo
therapy is slowly but surely giving way
to targeted, personalised treatments
and more intricate diagnostic tools. The
emerging field of cancer immunotherapy,
or using the body’s own immune system to
combat the disease, is especially promis
ing. A paradigm shift is taking place, with
the approach moving toward a regimen
where cancer may not have to be cured,
but controlled, like diabetes or heart
disease. A whole range of new drugs today
can shrink and kill cancer cells without
collateral damage while the new accuracy
of radiation technology makes it possible
to hit tumours with minimal damage to
surrounding normal cells.
There is no cure yet but the three brute
force treatments—surgery, radiation and
chemotherapy—may well give way to so
phisticated methods of containment. Our
cover story is written by Executive Editor
Damayanti Datta, who has tracked the
disease since 2007 and done five stories
on the subject, two of which have already
been on cover. She says this time she was
depressed by the data she found on the
rise of the disease but also exhilarated by
the promise in breakthroughs: that scien
tists are priming the body to heal its own
cancer, that they can now listen in to the
‘language’ of genes and that cancer could
one day become just another disease that
can be detected, managed and controlled
for many, many years just by popping a
pill—say, like diabetes.
This is really good news as there is
hardly anyone these days who does not
know someone who is not suffering from
the Big C. It has been the most dreaded
disease of modern times and for medical
science to triumph over it will be a huge
achievement for humanity.
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UPFRONT
visited the SCO’s peculiarly named Regional AntiTerrorist Structure (RATS) headquarters in Tashkent. “RATS has people collecting information on
the movement of terrorists, from Al Qaeda to other
groups, and on drug trafficking. Real-time intelligence-sharing will definitely benefit us,” he says.
Yet, he cautions, India might find little help in
its bigger battle of tackling Pakistan-supported
cross-border terrorism. “Our definition of terror
and theirs is quite different,” he says. “They are more
worried about internal threats, whether in Chechnya
for Russia or Xinjiang for China, so they talk more
about separatism. They are more concerned about
protecting their regimes. How much we can go along
with this view as a democracy, and whether we can
convince them of our concerns, remains to be seen.”
Beijing has long shielded Pakistan on terror, especially at the UN Security Council. But the recent abduction from Balochistan and reported killing of two
young Chinese has underlined its growing concerns
about instability in Pakistan. The party-run Global
Times said the killing had “triggered off a new wave
of anger against Islamic terrorism among the public”.
Curiously, President Xi Jinping, who met with Modi
in Astana, did not hold a bilateral with Sharif.
Rashid Alimov, the SCO’s Beijing-based secretary-general, says the group’s goals on terror are in
sync with India’s. “The
SCO convention on
Russia has
counter-terrorism is
been quite
aimed at improving the
mechanism for counterwelcoming of
ing extremism in the
India’s entry
SCO area. This includes
to the group to
field interactions for
dilute Chinese
preventive action.”
dominance
For India, dealing
with China’s considerable weight in the group will be one looming
challenge. Here, Delhi isn’t alone. Russia has been
particularly welcoming of India’s entry to the group
to dilute Chinese dominance, especially as the grouping mulls greater emphasis on economic projects.
Russian diplomats say they were the main drivers
in pushing for India’s membership, which China
initially opposed but finally conceded to, on the
condition that Pakistan too was included.
One long-held concern for Delhi is that China
will bat for Pakistani interests in the group. So far,
China has sought to assure India it had no desire to
bring issues like Kashmir onto the group’s agenda.
Li Wei, a leading security expert at a state-security
affiliated think-tank in Beijing, told the media before
the summit that the SCO will not “internationalise
disputes within the organisation”. If that is indeed
the case, Delhi’s bet on the SCO may well pay off. n
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LITTLE PROMISE

New PM Sher Bahadur
Deuba greets supporters

N E PA L

FOURTH TIME
IS NO CHARM
By Thomas Bell

N

epal’s new prime minister, Sher Bahadur Deuba, is
a 71-year-old veteran who has held the office three
times before. He returns to power at a delicate and
challenging time for his country. Expectations are low. Each
of his previous stints in power ended badly. Deuba got started
as a Nepali Congress politician when the party was underground, opposing the then monarchist regime. In 1990, he
and his colleagues restored multi-party democracy to Nepal.
Like many leaders of that generation, his reputation plummeted in the years that followed.
His first, short-lived premiership was in 1996, and is
best remembered for his decision to go on a foreign trip right
after the Maoists declared a ‘people’s war’. He ignored it, and
the revolution flourished. Nepal changes its prime minister
roughly once a year—Deuba’s latest turn is the 24th premiership in 27 years. By the time he began his second stint, back
in 2001, the insurgency had spread to large swathes of the
country. He presided over a state of emergency marked by
widespread ‘disappearances’ and torture in state custody.
Disastrously, Deuba allowed the then King Gyanendra
to persuade him to dissolve parliament in 2002, opening the
way to a royal coup. He was expelled from the Nepali Congress
and formed the NC-Democratic, attracting a faction of leaders
widely seen as corrupt and thuggish. The king fired him as
PM for ‘incompetence’, only to briefly reinstate him for a third
term, and then humiliatingly fire him again.
Over a decade later, Deuba is now the Nepali Congress
president, the largest with just over one-third of the seats.
His main coalition partner is the Maoist former rebels, led by
Pushpa Kamal Dahal, a.k.a Prachanda. Their partnership has

NIRANJAN SHRESTHA/AP

been blessed by India as a means to keep the
belligerent K.P. Oli, of the Unified Marxist
Leninist (UML) party, out of office.
A contentious new constitution, which
particularly alienated Madhesi communities
along the Indian border, was promulgated in
2015. According to the power-sharing deal
between Congress and the Maoists, their
coalition will oversee a difficult sequence of
local, federal and national elections under
the new charter. Deuba is supposed to oversee federal and national polls by January.
However, even the local elections are
incomplete, and there are threats to boycott
and disrupt the second stage. Madhesi leaders maintain their demand that the constitution be amended to address discriminatory provisions on electoral representation, provincial
boundaries and a woman’s right to pass citizenship to her
children. Those amendments are opposed by Oli’s UML,
which has enough votes in parliament to make passing the
bill difficult. Political sensitivities and technical complexities abound. If Deuba can’t amend the constitution, and
also conduct a series of elections in the face of diverse challenges, all in the next few months, then the new constitution will be threatened before it’s even fully implemented,
and the risks of future serious conflict will increase. n
(Bell is the author of Kathmandu, a history
of the Nepali capital)
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Frequent Flyer
Having just returned from Europe only to take off for Kaz
akhstan, Prime Minister Narendra Modi will once again
be leaving on his jetplane, this time for a June 26 meeting
with Donald Trump in Washington DC. Pictures of the
prime minister walking hand in hand with Russian leader
Vladimir Putin and clasping the new French President,
Emmanuel Macron, in a lingering embrace became an
internet meme. Trump too has had a number of odd physical
encounters with foreign leaders. Their handshake will be one
for the ages. Like Trump, Modi uses body language to project
confidence. Unlike Trump, Modi has taken to the world
stage with gusto, flying to dozens of countries in his time in
office and receiving warm welcomes.

28

FOREIGN TRIPS
BETWEEN JUNE 15,
2014, AND MAY 12,
2017; 123 DAYS SPENT
ABROAD, OVER 10%
OF HIS TENURE
SO FAR

340,000

KILOMETRES FLOWN,
OR NEARLY 9 TIMES
AROUND THE WORLD

46

INDIVIDUAL
COUNTRIES VISITED

4

Former Congress MP SANDEEP DIKSHIT, son of former Delhi
chief minister Sheila Dikshit, found himself in hot water by likening
comments made by army chief General Bipin Rawat (in support
of an officer who tied a Kashmiri man to the front of a jeep) to
those that might be made by a street hooligan. Dikshit quickly
apologised and withdrew his remarks but was censured anyway
by his party’s vice-president Rahul Gandhi, responding to the
widespread condemnation. The BJP, meanwhile, has demanded
an apology from the Congress president, Sonia Gandhi.

VISITS TO THE US,
THE MOST MADE TO
ANY COUNTRY. IF
HIS MOST RECENT
TRIPS ARE INCLUDED,
FRANCE AND RUSSIA
HAVE BEEN VISITED
THREE TIMES EACH

55

DAYS MODI STAYED
ABROAD IN HIS FIRST
YEAR AS PM

`275 CRORE

SPENT ON FLIGHTS UP
TO SEPTEMBER 2016.
THE PMO HAS NOT
REPORTED THE MORE
RECENT BILLS YET

`31.3 CRORE
AIR COSTS FOR
ONE 8-DAY TRIP
IN APRIL 2015 TO
FRANCE, GERMANY
AND CANADA

3

TRIPS UPCOMING
BETWEEN JUNE 25 AND
JULY 8, TO THE US,
ISRAEL, GERMANY
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UPFRONT
R E S I G N AT I O N

ROHATGI’S
HAD ENOUGH
By Damayanti Datta
PRIVATE EYE Rohatgi, centre, with colleagues

O

n June 9, when att
orney general Mukul
Rohatgi hailed a Su
preme Court verdict linking
Aadhaar and PAN numbers,
it seemed like business as
usual. Physically imposing,
Rohatgi spoke to the media
as he did in a courtroom,
with fire and force. Nobody
could have guessed that the
very next day the chief legal
advisor to Narendra Modi’s
government would put in his
papers and promptly skip
out of the country to watch

cricket in England.
“I want to return to my
private practice,” Rohatgi
said briefly, by way of expla
nation, adding that he had
written to the government
last month to ask that his
term not be renewed. His
decision is without preced
ent. Attorney generals are
mostly the prime minister’s
men, resigning only when
the government falls. All of
India’s 14 AGs, except the
12th, Milon K. Banerji who
died on the job, and the 8th,

G. Ramaswamy, who quit
over scam allegations, have
come and gone with the flow
of political cycles.
Why did he resign?
Some hint that Rohatgi was
miffed that, with the PM
out of town, his contract
was extended only on an
ad hoc basis “until further
orders”. Others say the defeat
over the National Judicial
Appointments Commission,
scrapped by the SC, was an
indelible blot on Rohatgi’s
record. Still others feel the

AG’s pride was wounded bec
ause Harish Salve represent
ed the government against
Pakistan at the International
Court of Justice in May.
Was Rohatgi too “ind
ependentminded” then,
or could it be that the vast
sums to be made in private
practice made it too unre
munerative to be the coun
try’s preeminent lawyer?
Whatever Rohatgi’s reasons,
the Centre finds itself with a
big hole to fill and awkward
questions to answer. n

INDEX

Clean Energy
Future
India was the target of some of US
president Donald Trump’s ire as he
announced his country’s exit from the
Paris Agreement early in June. The US,
Trump insisted, was at a disadvantage
because developing countries such as India
are able to increase coal production. In
fact, India has received much international
credit for its embrace of renewable energy
sources, including most recently in the
comprehensive Renewables Global Status
Report, released on June 7 and produced
by a wellregarded international NGO.
Despite impressive progress, India is
behind on its ambitious targets though
the government insists it is still on course
to “lead the world towards clean energy
rather than follow”.
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`65,000 CRORE
OR AROUND $10 BILLION,
INDIA’S INVESTMENT IN
RENEWABLE ENERGY
INSTALLATIONS IN 2016

5%
OR 94 GIGAWATTS (GW) OF
THE WORLD’S RENEWABLE
ENERGY CAPACITY
ACCOUNTED FOR BY INDIA
IN 2016. CHINA ACCOUNTED
FOR 28%

175 GW
OF ENERGY TO BE PROVIDED
BY RENEWABLE SOURCES
IN 2022. UP FROM 43 GW
IN 2016

100 GW
OF SOLAR POWERED
ENERGY, TARGET INDIA HAS
SET ITSELF TO REACH BY
2022; 60 GW FROM WIND

40%
OF INDIA’S POWER NEEDS
TO BE MET BY RENEWABLE
SOURCES BY 2030.
CURRENTLY 7.5% OF ENERGY
IS RENEWABLE, ACCORDING
TO A RAJYA SABHA REPORT

620,000
PEOPLE EMPLOYED IN INDIA’S
RENEWABLE ENERGIES
INDUSTRY, FOURTH LARGEST
BEHIND NEARLY 4 MILLION
IN CHINA, OVER 1 MILLION IN
BRAZIL, AND 800,000 IN US

`2.6
COST PER KILOWATT-HOUR
OF ELECTRICITY GENERATED
BY SOLAR PANELS, CLAIM
TWO POWER COMPANIES.
SLIGHTLY CHEAPER
THAN COAL-GENERATED
ELECTRICITY
Illustration by
TANMOY CHAKRABORTY

UPFRONT
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TALMIZ AHMAD

A STATE OF DISARRAY

T

A NEW REGIONAL ALLIANCE

he sense of crisis in West Asia, already experiencing
conflict in Syria, Iraq and Yemen, has deepened over
the last week. Saudi Arabia and its Arab allies--the
UAE, Bahrain and Egypt--have isolated Qatar diplomatically,
economically and in terms of transport and communications.
Regime change in Doha is also being threatened through
disgruntled royal family members.
And, then there was the terrorist attack on Iran’s iconic
symbols–the national assembly and the mausoleum of
Ayatollah Khomeini–in which 17 people were killed and
about 50 injured, the first assault on Tehran by the Islamic
State (IS), its sworn sectarian enemy.
The IS attacks took place in Iran even as the ‘capitals’ of
the self-styled caliphate, Mosul and Raqqa, are under siege,
portending the likely dispersal of its cadres to buttress the
ranks of ‘lone-wolf ’ terrorists across West Asia and Europe.

With Trump firmly on its side, Saudi Arabia has put in place
a comprehensive boycott of Qatar, accusing it of backing
regional terrorist groups and demanding that it reverse its
position and rejoin the Saudi-led anti-Iran alliance.
But, the attempted isolation of Qatar and the IS attack on
Iran have had the effect of bringing Qatar, Iran and Turkey
into a new regional alliance, undermining the Saudi initiative
to shape a cohesive Sunni coalition against Iran.
Turkey, with concerns about Kurdish territorial gains in
Syria, is anxious to work with Iran to promote the Russia-led
peace process which will rebuff Saudi attempts to dislodge
the Assad regime that enjoys full Iranian support. The two
will also cooperate to back Qatar, with military backing from
Turkey and use of Iranian ports for supplies. Again, Qatar is
in dialogue with Russia for political and military support.

WEST ASIA IN CONFLICT

DIPLOMATIC CHALLENGE FOR INDIA

These two developments
highlight much that has gone
wrong in West Asia over the
past few years. To compensate
for its strategic vulnerability
after the fall of Hosni Mubarak
and demands for reform in
neighbouring Bahrain in
the wake of the Arab Spring,
Saudi Arabia has accused
Iran of hegemonic aspirations
in the Arab domain, and is
confronting Iran in the two
principal theatres of its regional
influence, Syria and Yemen, on
the basis of sectarian mobilisation.
President Barack Obama had signally failed to back the
kingdom in both war zones, so that the two conflicts have
ground into stalemate. Trump has now dramatically changed
the scenario by firmly allying the US with the Saudi-led
‘Sunni’ military alliance directed at Iran.
But, Saudi joy at its diplomatic achievement was shortlived as its neighbour and partner in the Gulf Cooperation
Council (GCC), Qatar, broke ranks. Two days after Trump’s
departure from Riyadh, its emir, Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad
Al Thani, allegedly referred to Iran as a major Islamic country
and regional power, and stressed the need for engagement
and dialogue. He then telephonically congratulated
president-elect Hassan Rouhani and referred to Qatar’s
“historic and firm” ties with the Islamic Republic.

The latest developments relating
to Qatar and Iran mark a further
deterioration in the regional
security situation, setting up the
possibility of a direct military
confrontation between Saudi
Arabia and the Islamic Republic.
There is an urgent need to
promote engagement and
dialogue between them.
India is well-placed to meet
this challenge. It has abiding
energy, trade and investment
interests in the region; it is
pursuing logistical connectivity
projects through Iran, and has an eight million-strong
community that remits $35 billion home annually.
Through his visits to the principal Gulf countries, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi has established firm, mutually
beneficial ‘strategic partnerships’ that have a substantial
political, security, intelligence, defence and economic content.
Again, India, with its millennia-old civilisational
links, political, economic and technological achievements,
diplomatic prowess and tradition as a non-intrusive and
non-prescriptive partner, has all the attributes of a worthy
interlocutor and peacemaker. The political leadership has
created a path that diplomacy must now shape and pursue. n
The author holds the Ram Sathe Chair for International
Studies, Symbiosis International University, Pune
Illustration by TANMOY CHAKRABORTY

ECONOM Y

C H AT T E R

RBI, Still Shy on
Rate Cuts

The week in social media
@ShougatDasgupta

By M.G. Arun

Illustration by TANMOY CHAKRABORTY

Freudian
slip?

L

ast month, when India’s
GDP growth for the
fourth quarter of 201617 slumped to 6.1 per cent from
8 per cent a year ago, there
were many, especially in the
government, who expected the
Reserve Bank of India (RBI) to
slash interest rates in its monetary policy review in June.
But it didn’t happen. The
RBI had three reasons for staying the course: first, despite the
forecast of a sharp decrease in
inflation, the monetary policy
council (MPC) that reviews
interest rates every quarter,
remains unsure how long it
will last. Second, it believes
other central measures to boost
investment are essential before
rate cuts. Finally, it worries
that any premature easing may
result in future rate hikes.
Political observers were
quick to deduce a rift between
RBI governor Urjit Patel and
the finance ministry in the
decision, the rumours fuelled
by the MPC turning down a
meeting with finance ministry
officials on June 1, days before
the policy announcement.
The government is unlikely
to let this pass quietly. Chief
economic advisor Arvind
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Subramanian argued for a rate
cut soon after the RBI announcement. Now with CPI inflation
(which examines the weighted
average of prices of a basket of
consumer goods and services)
growing 2.2 per cent in May,
the lowest since 2001, and
given the government’s persistence, experts expect the RBI
to ease rates in August. Prices
of pulses, vegetables and fruits
fell sharply in May, more than
offsetting the slight increase in
cereals, eggs, meat and fish and
prepared meals. The fuel price
index also fell sharply. “While
we have a long held call for a
prolonged pause, we see risks of

2.2

PER CENT
the CPI inflation
rate in May, the
lowest since 2001

a rate cut in the August policy
meeting,” says Pranjul Bhandari, chief India economist at
HSBC. In the interim, factors
like rains and food price movements will be closely watched. n

Tejashwi Yadav, deputy CM
of Bihar, emotional on his
father Lalu Prasad’s 70th
birthday, tweeted a heartfelt
message. “Lion hearted,
Injustice crusader... proud of
you dad.” It’s okay, Tejashwi,
we’re sure he knew what you
meant. To be fair, Yadav fils did
go on to describe his father as a socialist patriarch and
messiah of the poor, but the damage was done. That, and
the two ACs in one room in the picture. Socialist? How
Twitter chortled. n

Tech-savvy farmers
As authorities struggled to control farmer unrest in
Madhya Pradesh in which five farmers were killed by
police fire on June 6, they searched in vain for leaders with whom they could negotiate. But, it turned
out the farmers spoke for themselves, organising
through social media and refusing to cede their cause
to “spokesmen” or groups that claimed to represent
farmers’ interests. Using the excuse of fake news and
untrammeled rumour-mongering, internet services
were shut down in several districts. But surely part of
the reason was the effectiveness with which farmers
had coordinated online. “Our message,” said one farmers union leader, “was to keep one hand on the tractor
steering wheel and the other on the phone to send
tweets.” And why are we so surprised that farmers
know how to use their phones? n

Corbynistas FTW
Well, despite the euphoria, the Labour party didn’t win
the snap UK election on June 8. But if ever a defeat felt
like victory, this was it. A massive lead in the opinion
polls persuaded Prime
Minister Theresa May
to seek to enhance her
majority by calling for
elections, only to wind up
with a hung parliament.
Much of Corbyn’s surprising ‘success’ has been
attributed to marshalling
the votes of young people
through online activism. May’s Tories spent over
Rs 80 crore on negative Facebook advertising alone
but were outdone by the sophistication of Corbyn’s
own social media messaging. n

UPFRONT
Q&A

The Bedi-Samy Face-off
The turf war between Puducherry L-G Kiran Bedi and Chief Minister V. Narayanasamy has become a no-holds-barred
constitutional confrontation. The two leaders spoke to Kaushik Deka to present their side of the story. Excerpts:
Kiran Bedi, Lieutenant-Governor

 CM Narayanasamy says you have made it difficult
for him to run the government.
A. Before the Nellithope byelection (November 2016), the
CM was all praise for me. Even the assembly passed an
appreciative resolution. Once he won the byelection, I saw
a steady opposition building up against my working style.
 The latest bone of contention is your “interference”
in the allotment of medical seats in private colleges.
A. The medical seats distribution issue is a big fiasco
committed by them. We detected it just in time. I have
asked central agencies to investigate the sabotage from
all angles. The L-G’s office is the final clearing office for
financial approvals, cabinet decisions, service issues,
postings and transfers, disciplinary cases, planning and
policy approvals, contracts and several other matters. So
doing due diligence is my duty. Why do you send the files
to the L-G? Get an ornamental rubber stamp made then,
and do it yourself.
 Narayanasamy has also accused you of trying to
garner publicity by posting confidential information on
social media.
A. Good, comprehensive communication is the basis of
all good governance. I know what and when to share,
and what not to.
 There is an allegation that the Narendra Modi
government has sent you to Puducherry to harass the
elected Congress administration.
A. The Centre has far more important issues to address.
 You announced that you will quit when you complete two years in the state. Why?
A. Puducherry does not need me for too long. So why
hang on?

V. Narayanasamy, Chief Minister

 Why do you say the L-G has made it difficult for
you to run the government?
A. In India, as per the Constitution, only the elected
government has the supreme power to govern. If the L-G
assumes superpowers and continues to act with impunity, then what is the difference between a dictatorship
and democracy? Nowhere in the rules is it stipulated that
the L-G has powers to run day-to-day administration.
 You objected to the L-G reaching out to bureaucrats
directly through social media. Why are you scared of her?
She says she is trying to create a transparent system for
redressal of public grievances.
A. Government secrets cannot be divulged pn social
media. You are saying that she is bringing transparency.
When we asked for a copy of letters written by her to the
green tribunal and the Union ministry for home affairs,
she refused to divulge the same. Is this a transparent
system of administration?
 Bedi claims she is has the financial authority to run
the state and overrule any law the state legislature passes.
A. The Constitution gives power only to an elected government... not to representatives of the honourable president.
 On medical college admissions, don’t you think she
had the right to intervene if there were malpractices?
A. I openly challenged the L-G to prove her allegations
that government quota seats had been surrendered to private medical colleges. Till date, there is no reply from her.
 You say she is seeking publicity and is working at
the behest of political masters in Delhi. What makes you
say that?
A. She has created a separate media team for her publicity. Team Raj Bhawan is used for her self-propaganda.
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EXPOSUR E

WATER, WATER,
EVERYWHERE
In Balimukh village in
flooded Assam, a pair
of buffaloes are being
transported to dry ground
and safety. Over 100,000
people, reports say, have
been displaced from over
20 villages, their homes
and land submerged
under overflowing rivers.
Relief camps have been
set up but only a fraction
of those affected by the
floods have sought refuge
in camps, admit authorities. Floods are an annual
phenomenon in Assam and
critics argue that despite
early warning systems and
expert committees, not
enough has been done to
protect people and prevent
damage. Kaziranga National Park too has been
affected by the floods;
artificial highlands have
been created and additional forest guards appointed
to ensure the safety of
animals.

ANUWAR HA Z ARIK A /
REUTERS
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GRAND
COALITION

GL ASSHOUSE

S

he had contested the
2016 Lok Sabha bypoll,
only to lose to BJP candidate Gyan Singh. He had
contested the 2009 LS polls,
but lost to her mother, Rajesh
Nandini Singh. Himadri
Singh, 31, daughter of the late
Dalbir Singh, former Union
minister and Congress MP
from Shahdol, and Narendra
Marawi, 35, BJP leader and

BAA BAA
CHIEF MINISTER

I

n terms of ambition, you can’t fault
Telangana chief minister K.
Chandrasekhara Rao’s plan to give 20
sheep and a ram to every Yadav and Golla
Kuruma family in the state from June 20.
It would mean distributing 8.4 million
sheep in two years, for Rs 5,000 crore.
Not only is the stock being sourced from
other states, but grass is being sowed
on 46 lakh acres to ensure enough fodder,
and 100 mobile veterinary clinics and a tollfree number are being set up. The state
government, however, is a tad sheepish
about the Rs 90 crore plan for insurance
and on tagging livestock, spawning
speculation of existing stock being recycled.

RAJNATH’S CONFESSION

F

BOW TO
THE COW

Tbenefits of cow products
o prove that the health

are not a whole lot of bull,
the Union ministry for
science and technology has
directed scientists to come
up with ‘verifiable’ findings about ‘panchagavya’,
or five cow products: milk,
urine, dung, curd and ghee.
On a visit to China, Union
minister Harsh Vardhan
said on June 8 that senior
scientists, including from
IIT Delhi, were on the job.

reudian slip? Interacting with reporters in
Mumbai on June 8, Union minister for home
Rajnath Singh announced that the Centre will
soon come up with an integrated permanent
solution on Kashmir. Asked whether it will include
removing Article 370, he first refused comment,
then smiled and said, “Aapki manokamna poori
hogi (your wish will be fulfilled).” Half an hour
later, when BJP spokesperson Madhav Bhandari
told him his statement could well
make headlines the next day, Singh
shrugged and said, “I was referring
to farmers’ issues.”

chairman of the Madhya
Pradesh Tribal Commission
seemd primed for a political
contest in the future. Instead,
they got engaged on June 8
in Shahdol, with politicians
from both parties dropping
in to bless them.

Copper Tales

F

irst ex-vigilance director
Dr Jacob Thomas came
out with Swimming
with Sharks, a tellall tale that got him
into trouble. Now,
former additional
DGP and CIC Dr
Siby Matthews’ Nirbhayam is
creating waves. He was under
pressure, he reveals, from the
IB, to arrest then IG Raman
Srivastava in the ISRO case.
Releasing the book, former
CM V.S. Achuthanandan
said the book he’s awaiting
is from T.P. Senkumar, the
DGP at loggerheads with CM
Pinarayi Vijayan.

—Amarnath K. Menon, Ananth Krishnan, Kiran D. Tare,
Rahul Noronha, Jeemon Jacob
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Goodbye to Hard Brexit
By Louise Tillin

A

The question
now is how
long May will
last till there
is a leadership
challenge
within her
party

fter the third national election in
two years (two general elections and
the Brexit referendum), the British
public are watching the political es
tablishment struggle to make sense of a deeply
fractured mandate.
Prime Minister Theresa May called fresh
general elections to strengthen her hand in Bre
xit negotiations. Running a heavily personalised
campaign that promised ‘strong and stable lead
ership’, she hoped to cash in on her high approval
ratings and on the dismally low ratings of her key
opponent, Labour Party leader Jeremy Corbyn.
The results—a hung parliament, with the
Conservatives hanging on as largest party but
without a majority, and large gains by Labour—
have turned the electoral landscape on its head.
What happened? In part, this is a story of
major reversals in party fortunes during the
election campaign. The Conservative Party
faced controversies over its manifesto (a deci
sion not to cap social care bills for the elderly
was labelled a ‘dementia tax’ that would penalise
those with more complex medical conditions),
May appeared aloof and arrogant, declining to
appear in televised leaders’ debates and refused
to engage on her intended strategy in upcoming
Brexit negotiations.
In the final weeks, terrorist attacks in Man
chester and London left the Conservatives under
fire from Labour for overseeing a drop in police
numbers. Meanwhile, much of the election debate
focused not on Brexit, but on the state of public
services and austerity. None of this could have
been predicted at the outset of the campaign.
Usually voters make up their mind before the
campaign and some seats are deemed so safe,
parties don’t bother to contest them seriously.
Brexit upset many of those certainties this time.
The support base of the United Kingdom In
dependence Party (UKIP), the populist antiim
migration and proBrexit party, evaporated. The
Conservatives picked up most of the UKIP vote in
Leave voting seats—a constituency to whom May
appealed with her ‘hard Brexit’ platform. They
lost support in Remain voting areas, especially
English university towns.

The class basis of voting shifted, with the
Conservatives doing better in working class
northern English seats, and Labour—the tradi
tional party of the working class—doing well in
middle class, urban seats. The elections also con
firmed a generational divide in British politics.
The major uncertainty going in to the election
had been whether young people, who are more
proEuropean and have been enthused by Cor
byn’s leadership of the Labour Party, would turn
out to vote in force. They appear to have been an
important factor in many seats won by Labour.
What next? May’s leadership now looks any
thing but ‘strong and stable’, and her standing is
irreparably damaged within her own party. She
is attempting to reach a governing arrangement
with the 10 MPs of the Democratic Unionist Party
(DUP) in Northern Ireland. But the main ques
tion is how long May will last before there is a
leadership challenge within the party, or a vote
of no confidence in parliament.
Government appointments since the election
indicate softer Brexit voices may be given greater
space. Opposition MPs want parliament to have
more say in scrutinising the Brexit strategy. The
results may therefore lead to some softening of
the approach to Brexit, but a weakened May will
also face a more united bloc of EU leaders who
will seek concessions from the UK that ensure
their own voters do not view life outside the EU
as an attractive cause. The chances of the Brexit
negotiations collapsing have also increased.
Brexit will overshadow all other foreign policy
debates for the next few years. While May’s first
nonEuropean overseas visit as prime minister
was to India, there will be limited bandwidth in
this new government for focusing on postBrexit
relationships such as that with India.
The election does open the possibility of roll
ing back proposals such as including interna
tional students in immigration targets. British
businesses and universities will support it, and it
will be good news for Indian students seeking to
study in the UK.
Louise Tillin is senior lecturer in Politics, King’s
India Institute, King’s College, London
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HOLIDAY HELL The army was out in
Darjeeling as the GJM protests turned violent

W EST BENGA L

Unrest in ‘Gorkhaland’

The hill districts are again on a collision course with Mamata’s regime

DARJEELING

By Romita Datta

T

he demand for a separate Gorkhaland, which encompasses the hill districts of Darjeeling, Kalimpong
and Kurseong and parts of Terai and Dooars in the
plains, is a recurring chant by the Gorkha Janmukti
Morcha (GJM), with president Bimal Gurung cranking it up
whenever the going gets a bit tough for him.
Placated for a while (as his mentor and Gorkha National
League Front chief Subhash Ghising was in 2005) with the
creation of a semi-autonomous council—the Gorkha Territorial Administration (GTA)—in July 2011 after the Trinamool
Congress came to power in the state, Gurung is on the war-
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path again. Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee’s move to have
the GTA accounts audited is the most recent provocation.
The state government had released Rs 3,000 crore to the
GTA at the time of its inception in 2011, but the organisation
has maintained no accounts of expenditure or bothered with
furnishing utilisation certificates. Mamata has been aware of
the large-scale financial irregularities by GTA members since
2013-14, but her sudden decision to put the audit team on
their heels is being seen as a manoeuvre to isolate Gurung.
The CM views Gurung as an adversary because it is with
his support that the BJP has been winning the Darjeeling

MAMATA’S MOVE TO
HAVE THE GTA
ACCOUNTS AUDITED
IS THE MOST RECENT
PROVOCATION
to bring the situation under control. Typically,
though, Mamata herself opted to stay in Darjeeling to reassure the stranded tourists.
But the agitation continued. Gurung gave a
call for non-cooperation with the government
from June 12. However, with an eye on local
livelihoods, the transport and hotel industries
were exempted alongside schools and emergency services. “The morcha has a single-point
programme, Gorkhaland for the Gorkhas,”
says Roshan Giri, GJM general secretary.
In a telling move, Gurung has written to
Union home minister Rajnath Singh, apprising
him of the TMC government’s high-handedness. The word in Darjeeling is that Delhi will
push for tripartite negotiations, but Mamata
has already rejected the possibility. She is
instead considering booking the GJM leaders
for vandalising public property and arson while
also using the GTA audit to expose the corruption of Gurung and other Gorkha leaders.
Clearly, the battle lines are being drawn. n
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Lok Sabha seat since 2009 (the GJM’s support
is based on the BJP’s commitment to the creation of Gorkhaland as a separate state).
The recently concluded municipality polls
in the hills have once again gone in favour
of the GJM, which won three—Darjeeling,
Kurseong and Kalimpong—out of the four
municipalities, giving Gurung all the more
reason to flex his muscles. Smarting from the
GTA audit order, he found his chance to hit
back when Mamata announced the introduction of Bengali in school curriculums in the
hills. Though it is still optional, it fitted well
into Gurung’s plans in stoking the fires among
the Nepali-speaking Gorkhas.
On June 8, as Mamata was presiding over
her first cabinet meeting in the hills at the Raj
Bhavan in Darjeeling, thousands of GJM supporters came out onto the streets. They pelted
stones and crude bombs, set fire to police jeeps
and state buses, stopping dangerously close to
holding the CM and her cabinet hostage.
Nearly 10,000 holidayers were stranded in
the city, forcing the CM to requisition the army

I N T E RV I E W

‘Mamata is out to
divide the hill people’
Gorkha Janmukti Morcha chief Bimal Gurung has again
given the call for Gorkhaland. Intent on confronting Mamata
Banerjee (with help from Delhi), he has announced a shutdown
in the hills. Excerpts from an interview with Romita Datta.
Q. Have you sought the Centre’s intervention?
A. I have written to the PM, demanding president’s rule in the
hills to end Mamata’s autocracy. If a state government has to
take the army’s help to bring the situation under control, it’s
shameful. The new GTA committee will only be formed under
president’s rule as the state police have turned into TMC cadre.
Q. But Mamata has ruled out tripartite talks.
A. The GTA was formed on the basis of a tripartite agreement,
including the Centre. Mamata is overruling its basic principles. She’s formed 17 boards for the different hill communities, giving them sops, trying to break the hill people’s unity.
But our call for Gorkhaland will unite us.
Q. How can you justify the violence over the optional inclusion of Bengali in hill schools?
A. We don’t want Bengali even as an optional subject. Why
burden our students who are already learning Nepali as
mother tongue, Hindi and English?
Q. Mamata says you’re frustrated because the government is
auditing GTA accounts.
A. The GTA was audited once in 2016 and twice in 2017. No
one found anything amiss. Why doesn’t she audit the crores
her party got from Saradha, Narada and Rose Valley?
Q. TMC says you’re nervous about Mamata’s visits to the hills.
A. She’s been here 35 times. She comes to divide the hill
people, pitting one community against another. We won’t let
it happen. Gorkhaland will unite us. n

J U N E 2 6 , 2 017

INDIA TODAY

15

STATES
TA M I L N A D U

UPHILL TASK The observatory site in Tamil Nadu

A SPLITTING
HEADACHE

CHENNAI

By Amarnath K. Menon
TA M I L N A D U

No Room for
Neutrinos
By Amarnath K. Menon

A

mbitious plans to build the Indiabased Neutrino Observatory (INO),
the Rs 1,500 crore frontline particle
physics research project, have been
delayed following stiff opposition at the project
site in Pottipuram in Tamil Nadu’s Theni
district. Alternative sites in Andhra Pradesh
or Karnataka are being explored.
The INO was approved in January 2015
though the Department of Atomic Energy
(DAE) drew up its blueprint way back in 2002.
In March this year, the National Green Tribunal suspended environmental clearance for
the project and directed that it be applied for
afresh. Locals in Pottipuram continue to protest, citing radiation hazard from the project.
INO aims to use neutrinos—tiny, near
mass-less particles that travel at near-light
speeds—to unravel some of the unsolved
mysteries of the universe. The DAE is examining Andhra Pradesh’s offer to provide an
alternative site for the underground research
facility—a cavern about 1,300 metres below
the earth’s surface. Kothapalem in Visakhapatnam district and another site in the
Chittoor-Nellore region are being considered.
Critics argue that building a subterranean
facility using explosives—even if controlled
to limit the impact of vibrations—will impact
the fragile ecology of the Western Ghats at
Theni and similarly at the proposed sites in the
Eastern Ghats. The other concern is radiation,
though particle physicists say the risk is negligible. As delays hit the INO, China’s Jiangmen
Underground Neutrino Observatory is set to
be commissioned by 2019. n
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E

.K. Palaniswami has completed 100 days as Tamil Nadu
chief minister amid increasing uncertainty and his party,
the AIADMK (Amma), teetering on the brink of implosion. That the present assembly may not last its full term
until May 2021 was an increasingly real prospect for the legislators
who resumed the 29-day budget session on June 14.
The ruling AIADMK faction that
Palaniswami heads is poised for yet another
split, forced by the party’s deputy general
secretary T.T.V. Dinakaran, even as the earlier
breakaway group, AIADMK (Puratchi Thalaivi
Amma) led by former chief minister O. Panneerselvam, ruled out a merger. To emphasise
MLAs
this, Panneerselvam disbanded the sevenof the Palaniswami
member panel set up to work out the unificafaction support
tion with the Palaniswami faction.
Dinakaran
Both factions have spoken of a possible
merger since April, but haven’t formally met.
While Palaniswami vacillated on Panneerselvam’s preconditions—a CBI probe into J. Jayalalithaa’s death,
expulsion of general secretary V.K. Sasikala and her nephew Dinakaran and a check on their Mannargudi family within the party—
Dinakaran resisted attempts to undermine the Mannargudi clan.
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TWO ISN’T COMPANY O. Panneerselvam (left) with E.K. Palaniswami
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BIHAR

V Jungle Justice

inod Khanna was a huge star
of a tumour, screen new drug candidates,
for my generation. He was also
use cultured cancer cells as models to
a friend. When cancer claimed
investigate the changes that may have
him last month, it was yet another case of
caused cancer, or its spread, or its resis
the disease’s seemingly relentless march.
tance to a therapy.
Worldwide, cancer is on the way to equal
Living with cancer is emerging as a
ling cardiac disease as the biggest killer. In possible option, where the conventional
India, it is now the second biggest killer,
regimen of surgeryradiotherapychemo
after heart disease and stroke, up from
therapy is slowly but surely giving way
Village councils take the law into their own hands
seventh position in 2000, reports the
to targeted, personalised treatments
World Health
Organization.
While cancer and more intricate diagnostic tools. The
By Amitabh
Srivastava
deaths are falling in the West, they are
emerging field of cancer immunotherapy,
rising here, with 70 per cent lives snuffed
or using the body’s own immune system to
out in the first year after dignosis, as 80
combat the disease, is especially promis
per cent patients consult doctors at a stage ing. A paradigm shift is taking place, with
when recovery is impossible.
the approach moving toward a regimen
Yet, there is hope. Advances in mol
where cancer may not have to be cured,
ecular biology, nextgeneration gene
but controlled, like diabetes or heart
sequencing, big data and innovative
disease. A whole range of new drugs today
diagnostics are opening up a whole new
can shrink and kill cancer cells without
world of possible cures. A new generation
collateral damage while the new accuracy
of lifesaving and lifeextending ‘smart
of radiation technology makes it possible
drugs’ is currently being developed and
to hit tumours with minimal damage to
tested, while India’s first vaccine for cervi surrounding normal cells.
cal cancer patients under Phase 2 clinical
There is no cure yet but the three brute
trials is a fine example of Make in India
force treatments—surgery, radiation and
success. With the incidence of cervical
chemotherapy—may well give way to so
cancer rising dramatically among Indian
phisticated methods of containment. Our
women—nearly 23 per cent of all cancers
cover story is written by Executive Editor
in women and over one lakh deaths a
Damayanti Datta, who has tracked the
year—it might just be a gamechanger.
disease since 2007 and done five stories
One of the patients included in Phase I of
on the subject, two of which have already
the clinical trial at the Cancer Institute in
been on cover. She says this time she was
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Delhi, whose cervical cancer had spread
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to the lungs even after radiotherapy, has
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Bhagalpur ordered the execution of a
26-year-old man because he had married his student. Himanshu Yadav of
Gaurachauki village, who eloped and
married a girl he used to tutor, was
attacked with blunt weapons and shot
six times after the panchayat’s verdict.
Yadav’s mother, too, sustained gunshot
wounds but survived.
The panchayat pronounced the
death sentence after a local court
dismissed an abduction complaint
filed by the girl’s father claiming his
daughter was a minor. The father then

A PANCHAYAT IN
PURNIA RULED
THAT A MINOR
GIRL BE MARRIED
OFF TO HER RAPIST
approached the panchayat. Twenty one
persons have been booked for Yadav’s
murder, but only two arrests have been
made so far.
Though a majority of such ques-

CAISII MAO/GETT Y IMAGES

tionable diktats have come from the
self-appointed councils in Bihar’s backwaters and not from elected panchayat
members, it is equally true that even
the elected rural bodies have failed to
check the hegemony of the traditionally influential elements in the state’s
patriarchal social order.
Last week, in another bizarre instance, a panchayat in Kaimur district
forced the owner of a coaching institute to marry a disabled girl simply
because the two were found talking to
each other. n

GROUND SUPPORT

A candlelight vigil for Khaplang in Dimapur

N AG A L A N D

Rest in Peace?

KOHIMA

By Kaushik Deka

O

n August 3, 2015, when the Narendra Modi government announced the signing of the Framework Agreement with the National Socialist
Council of Nagaland (Isak-Muivah), or NSCN(IM), to end the armed struggle by the insurgent group
demanding a sovereign land for Nagas settled in India and
Myanmar, many stakeholders were sceptical. It was said
that permanent peace could not be achieved by keeping the
other NSCN faction, led by Shangwang Shangyung Khaplang, out of the negotiations.
In 1975, the Shillong Accord had failed to bring peace
in Nagaland because Isak Chisi Swu and Thuingaleng Muivah had walked out. They later joined hands with Khaplang and formed the NSCN. The friendship was short-lived,
and in 1988, Khaplang parted ways with Isak and Muivah.
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Now, with Khaplang’s death on June 9, the Union
government is sniffing an opportunity to crush the armed
struggle in the Northeast. Swu died a year ago, and an
ageing Muivah is desperate to complete the framework dialogue with the Centre. “Khaplang was the heart and soul
of the NSCN(K) and other insurgent groups of the region,”
says Kiren Rijiju, Union minister of state for home affairs.
“The NSCN(K) will be in a disarray after his death.”
Political observers, however, warn it’s too early to predict
the end of insurgency in the region. “It’s unlikely the next
generation of leaders of these two outfits will give up extortion and abduction,” says Kishalay Bhattacharjee, an expert
on Northeast insurgency. “It will be interesting to see how
the existing leaders of other armed outfits position themselves and influence the NSCN(K)’s line of succession.”
New Delhi’s talks with Khaplang had remained a nonstarter. Though Khaplang signed a ceasefire in September
2001, he abrogated it in 2015 once he got an inkling of the
Centre’s agreement with his rival faction. Khaplang was a
Hemi Naga from Myanmar and spent most of his time in
that country. Khango Konyak, the new NSCN(K) chairman, is from Nagaland and may be keener to return home
and join the peace process.
“If Khaplang’s successor can continue to maintain the
judicious balance he had established, offensives against the
security forces might continue for some more time,” says
author Rajeev Bhattacharya, who had spent nearly two
months in Khaplang’s camp in 2011. “If there is internal
strife in the NSCN(K), a sharp division between the Nagas
of Myanmar and the Northeast cannot be ruled out.”
The division may have already started as there is speculation that some Nagaland-based NSCN(K) functionaries
have decided to make the outfit’s current commander-inchief, Khumchok Pangmei, the ‘caretaker’ chairman. n
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Nobody’s Children
Trafficking to boost numbers or saving the kids? A Kerala orphanage shows up a few dark spots
By Jeemon Jacob

ALUVA

SISUBHAVAN WAS
ALREADY IN THE
DOCK OVER THE 16
TRIBAL KIDS FROM
ARUNACHAL
SHOW OF HANDS Jose Maveli with children from one of his orphanages

J

anaseva Sisubhavan Society, a
charitable trust that runs orphanages in Ernakulam’s Aluva
town, is under the district Child
Welfare Committee (CWC) scanner
following serious allegations of child
trafficking and flouting of state norms.
The CWC recently directed the
NGO to furnish contact details for
the next of kin or guardians for all its
wards. It believes that JSS is involved in
trafficking of children from other states
to ramp up the numbers in its care.
The social welfare department gives
Rs 300-1,000 per child (according to
age) as grant to recognised orphanages.
A common ruse employed is to admit
poor children, listing them as orphans
to get the grant, a common ‘procedural
irregularity’ with most charity homes.
CWC chief Padmaja Nair says, “We
have found anomalies and procedural

violations in the Sisubhavan case. Children from other states were admitted
without required documents, including
contact addresses of guardians.”
The CWC’s action comes after
Change India, a Chennai-based voluntary group, alleged that Janaseva Sisubhavan had illegal custody of 54 children from Tamil Nadu. “It’s our duty to
monitor child welfare measures in the
district. We can’t accept deviations and
illegal custody of children,” says Nair,
who recently also directed Sisubhavan
to repatriate 16 tribal children brought
from Arunachal Pradesh.
Jose Maveli, a local businessman
and an orphan himself who floated
Janaseva Sisubhavan in 1999, however, claims the CWC was trying to
throttle his organisation. “The CWC
has raided us over 20 times in the past
five years. They blame us for viola-

tions, but what have they done to save
street children?” he asks. Maveli says
he’s not against repatriating children
to their homes, but “street kids who’ve
been abandoned by their families are
a very different lot”. He cites the instance of four girls forcibly sent home
to their families at the behest of the
CWC. “All of them have since complained of sexual abuse,” Maveli says.
State Child Rights Commission
member M.P. Antony, however, says
Kerala cannot allow trafficking of
children from other states to its orphanages. “We are for stern measures
against child trafficking in the state.
The district child welfare committees
are monitoring the situation on the
ground.” Amid all the finger-pointing,
hanging in the balance is the fate of
scores of young children at the Sisubhavan’s orphanages in Aluva. n
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TA R G E T
CANCER
RESEARCH ON THE DISEASE IS AT THE
TIPPING POINT OF MAJOR BREAKTHROUG HS.
ADVANCES IN GENE SEQUENCING, INNOVATIVE
DIAGNOSTICS OPEN UP A WHOLE NEW WORLD
OF POSSIBILITIES FOR TREATMENT IN INDIA
BY D A M AYA N T I D AT TA

H

e was a ruggedly handsome man in life: shirt
unbuttoned, muscles rippling, cigarette dangling
rakishly from his lips. He was unrecognisable in
death: pinched, pale, almost skeletal. For those who
knew him onscreen, there was shock and despair
at the final terror of his illness. Vinod Khanna,
one of the last screen titans of a generation, battled a lethal form of
bladder cancer, resistant to chemotherapy, for six long years and
finally succumbed on April 27. That very week, however, the world
of science celebrated a “huge breakthrough”: the discovery of a new
drug based on malaria proteins that can dramatically reduce hardto-treat bladder cancers.
Another breakthrough, another life. “It’s finally here. A new ray
of hope in the field of cancer. ‘Nivolumab’ for aggressive Hodgkin’s
lymphoma. Spread t word.” Mamta Mohandas, 32, calls herself ‘Actor. Singer. Survivor’ on Twitter and posts messages of hope to her
495K followers. Her rising career graph in Malayalam and Telugu
cinema, despite her seven-year-long fight against an aggressive
lymph cancer, Diffuse Large B-Cell Lymphoma, is legend. Ever
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5 BIG
THINGS
MAJOR BREAKTHROUG HS
IN CANCER RESEARCH

IMMUNOTHERAPY
Using the body’s own immune system to help
fight off cancer, sometimes by boosting it,
sometimes by training it to attack cancer
cells specifically

CANCER GENETICS
DNA-based cancer diagnostics that enable
precision medicine and customised treatment

LIQUID BIOPSY
Painless and simple blood test to detect and
monitor tumour genes in a patient’s blood,
much before scans and needle biopsies can

CANCER VACCINE
Vaccines to prevent or treat some types
of cancer, such as cervical and some liver
cancers, that are caused by viruses

TARGETED THERAPY
Indian companies are emerging as strong
global players in biosimilars or exact copies
of already approved molecularly targeted
cancer drugs

HUMAN BIOBANK

40

Leftover tissues from surgery or
diagnostic procedures that spur research,
that can boost, and sometimes even replace,
the need to test new drugs
INDIA TODAY
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since she joined a clinical trial for an experimental
drug in Los Angeles, USA, the southern beauty has
been upbeat. “It’s working for me,” she informs her
fans. “Brave girl”, “love u”, “ jaldi aaja”, they respond.
TIME OF BREAKTHROUGHS
It is the best of times, it is the worst of times, on the
cancer front. Scientists continue to be baffled by
the complexity and smartness of cancer cells: that
they find ways to dodge even the most powerful
therapies, that ‘cancer’ encompasses not one but
hundreds of distinct diseases, that each individual
cancer behaves differently, that two people with
the same cancer, at the same stage, receiving the
same treatment, can ex perience radically different
outcomes. As US-based oncologist and Pulitzerwinning writer Dr Siddhartha Mukherjee says,
“All cancers are alike, but they are alike in a unique
way.” With all that, cancer is catching up with heart
disease as the leading cause of deaths globally, reports the World Health Organization. In India, the
latest study based on the National Cancer Registry
shows that there are 1.45 million new cases every
year, a prevalence of over 3 million at any point of
time, over 680,000 deaths a year. Although early
detection saves lives, just 12.5 per cent Indians call
on a doctor in the early stages.
But it’s also a time of exceptional breakthroughs
and innovations. No, there is no single death-defying
magic bullet, but new generations of life-saving
and life-extending ‘smart drugs’ are currently being
developed and tested. At the root of all this is the idea
that the cure for cancer is inside the patient. And the
mantra in labs around the world is ‘precision medicine’. That is, a line of treatment that is personalised
to a patient’s genetic make-up or molecular changes
within one’s tumour. Up until now, therapies have all
been geared to treat cancer based on where it is located, say, in the breast, bladder or lung. Now, the shift
is increasingly evident in finding precision medicine
targeted at genetic glitches. On May 23, in a first, a
cancer drug has won approval from the US Food and
Drug Administration (USFDA) that can be given to
anyone who harbours specific genetic abnormalities
found in as many as 15 different types of cancers—
all in patients for whom traditional treatment, like
chemotherapy, has failed.
There has not been so much excitement as there
is now since 2001, when one of the first cancer therapies to show the potential for targeted action, Imatinib, was approved. Thousands of clinical trials are
humming with promising drug pipelines, many of

ACTOR, SINGER, SURVIVOR Image from Mamta Mohandas’s Instagram feed. The 32-year-old is part of a clinical
trial of an experimental immunotherapy drug in Los Angeles for people whose diffuse large B cell lymphoma has come
back or no longer responds to treatment. The new drug helps the body’s immune system attack cancer cells

which are being used by doctors to benefit patients.
“It’s an exciting time,” says Dr Anil Suri, director of
the National Institute of Immunology in Delhi and
the man who discovered SPAG9, the cancer antigen to be used in India’s first anti-cancer vaccine,
now under phase II clinical trial in cervical cancer
patients. “Cancer research is at the tipping point of
major breakthroughs. Advances in molecular biology, next-generation gene sequencing, big data and
innovative diagnostics are opening up a whole new
world of possibilities.”
THE PARADIGM SHIFTS
The war on cancer is now looking within, at the
patient’s own arsenal of weapons: genes, molecules
and the immune system. The conventional regimen
of surgery-radiotherapy-chemotherapy is slowly but
surely giving way to targeted, personalised treatments and more intricate diagnostic tools. Combination therapies to keep cancers in check are being
worked upon. The emerging field of cancer immunotherapy, or using the body’s own immune system
to help fight off the disease, is especially promising.
Of the 30 new drugs for more than a dozen different
types of cancers approved by the USFDA in the past
one year, almost all are in immunotherapy. Indian
scientists, too, are engaged in the battle to unlock the

answers on how to prevent, detect and treat patients,
in the best example of ‘Make in India’.
A paradigm shift is taking place, with the approach moving toward a regimen where cancer may
not have to be cured, but controlled, say, like diabetes
or heart disease, explains Dr Mammen Chandy,
director of Tata Medical Centre, Kolkata, and chair
of the Human Genome Task Force of the department
of biotechnology (DBT), Union ministry for science
and technology. “With greater knowledge of the
molecular genetics of cancer, we can study genetic
mutations in a patient and target these with specific
drugs,” he says. A whole range of new drugs today
can shrink and kill cancer cells without collateral
damage. “We can precisely quantify the extent of the
disease at diagnosis with better imaging techniques.”
The precision and accuracy of radiation technology
make it possible to hit tumours with minimal damage to surrounding normal cells. “In several cancers,
a patient can now pop a pill a day and live a normal
life for many years. We are, thus, converting cancer
into a chronic disease that one can live with.”
LANGUAGE OF GENES
ATCG. ATCG. AGGCCTT. Oops, a typographical
error. A tiny mistake can change the meaning of a
sentence. What if there’s a typo in your genes? Imag-

J U N E 2 6 , 2 017

INDIA TODAY

23

2. WHEN GENES TALK

Genes send messages
constantly for you to
function. They do so in
4 chemical letters: A, T,
C and G

4. THE OVERLOOKED

The proofreading
tools of the cells
usually correct such
mistakes, but some
get overlooked

1. WHO YOU ARE

Your body has about
37.2 trillion cells.
Each cell has up to
100,000 genes

3. OOPS, A TYPO

Sometimes random mistakes
occur in how A, T, C and G
work. Risk of error goes
up with lifestyle and
environmental factors

Looking into genes and molecules

New Biology of Cancer

Produces B-cells,
or memory cells
of the immune
system, that
remember,
recognise and
attack threats if
they come back

BONE MARROW

Angry defensive
cells of the body
raise a storm
whenever they
confront foreign
invaders—
bacteria, viruses,
carcinogens or
transplant tissues—
but get cheated
by cancer. Here’s
how your immune
system works

Immune
System

Very smart and very hostile, cancer cells know how to hide, pretend, mislead, hijack and
weaken the body’s natural defences. But scientists are learning how to kill the killer

T HE C A N C ER BUL L E T S

CANCER

NOSE, MUCOUS

or warrior cells of the
immune system that
constantly patrol the
body to kill all threats

Formation of T-cells,

THYMUS

Filters blood and
distributes immune cells

SPLEEN

Store, form and
transport white
blood cells and
other immune
cells through the
body; connect
tissues to
bloodstreams;
help remove
dead cells and
other waste

LYMPH NODES,
LYMPHATIC
VESSELS

Corral intruders
for liquidation

TONSILS

Distinguish inva ders
for destruction

If 10 million cells repeat
the same error, a
tumour forms, the size
of a pin-head

They fester, send wrong
signals, create profound
mistakes. The cells
multiply, tri cking body’s
defence mechanism

Cancer cells mislead and ‘hijack’
cells that act as ‘gatekeepers’
of the immune system. New
strategy is to fortify these
checkpoint molecules

No hostages

2

Cancer cells cover
themselves with
proteins of surrounding
good cells. Lab-engineered
immune cells can ferret
them out and kill

Identity theft

1

Immunotherapy, the most
active area of research.
Here’s how it works

Smart Way to
Kill Cancer

6. REPEAT ERRORS

5. THE TRICKSTERS

...then plated in lab dishes

Cancer cells grow by evading
and weakening T-cells. New
strategy involves modifying
T-cells genetically to target
bad cells and then reintroducing them in the patient’s body

Mission target

Graphic by NILANJAN DAS and TANMOY CHAKRABORTY

...chemicals that help
the immune system
to recognise tumours
better are reinserted
into the body

4

Tumour cells are excited
under laser beam

...and cultured with drugs that
stimulate the immune system

In healthy adults, normal cells
commit ‘programmed’ suicide
routinely. Cancer cells don’t.
Scientists working on drugs
that can force cancer cells to
die on their own

...T-cells recognise
tumours, attack
and kill

3

Commit suicide

RAJWANT RAWAT

CANCER

ine a social network humming in each of your 37.2
trillion cells, with up to 100,000 genes talking to
each other in a chemical code of four letters, A, T, C
and G—to post, copy, tweak, repeat, adapt, modify
messages and instructions constantly—for you to
function. The proofreading tools inside cells correct
some typos, junk many, but some get overlooked.
And they fester. Like fake news on social media,
they spread lies, sending wrong signals to other
cells giving rise to a series of mistakes, sometimes
profoundly altering the biology of cells. If 10 million cells repeat the same error, a tumour forms—as
big as the head of a pin—and starts shedding bits of
its genes into the bloodstream, like a trail of bread
crumbs.
Francis S. Collins, geneticist and head of the
National Institutes of Health, US, wrote in his
book Language of God: A Scientist Presents Evidence for Belief: “Science reveals that the universe,
our own planet and life itself are engaged in an
evolutionary process. The consequences of that
can include the unpredictability of the weather, the
slippage of a tectonic plate, or the misspelling of a
cancer gene in the normal process of cell division.”
With the Human Genome Project (HGP), a massive international effort to unlock the secrets of our
genetic script, taking off in 1991, cancer research
got a massive leg up. Genes could be isolated from
cells in pure form, analysed in full detail, multiplied manifold in the lab, changed at will. They
could also be used to discover defects in the blueprint of one’s body and to take proactive measures
to stem the consequences—most significantly, the
processes that give rise to cancers. The 2015 Nobel
Prize in Chemistry was awarded to three scientists
for explaining precisely how cells make mistakes,
repair those and predispose people to cancer when
repair mechanisms fail.
THE NEW STRATEGY
Now cancer researchers from Johns Hopkins
University and Harvard Medical School have
published a new study on the biology of cancer cells
(Science, March 2017) that has kicked up a new debate. Based on the mathematical modelling of 32
types of cancers from 69 countries, they argue that
about 66 per cent of cancers occur due to random
mistakes during cell division, with only 29 per cent
due to environmental factors (say, smoking or sun
exposure) and 5 per cent to inherited genetic traits.
These percentages, however, vary from cancer to
cancer. In some lung tumours, environmental fac-
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MEENA NANDAL, 56
DELHI
Free of cancer, and with no side effects, the
schoolteacher says, “I teach, I sing, I love life.”

N

andal was on a trip to Japan with her husband in 2010 when she was diagnosed with
stage 3 ovarian cancer. Despite rounds of
treatments, the cancer returned, chemotherapy-resistant, after 18 months. She tested positive for a mutation in the BRCA2 gene at the Strand
Centre for Genomics and Personalised Medicine,
Bengaluru. Diligent genetic analyses indicated her eligibility for a new kind of therapy (PARP inhibitor), the
pill for which had just been approved by the USFDA.

66%
cancers occur due to random
typographical errors when
genes talk to each other, report
scientists now

SUBIR HALDER

SAROJEET BOSE, 56
K O L K ATA
Businessman and kidney cancer
patient, he’s on a new targeted therapy

T

he life and soul of every party, it came as a
shock to all when he was diagnosed, in course
of a routine check-up. After rounds of surgery
and chemotherapy, his doctors at the Rajiv
Gandhi Cancer Institute, Delhi, and Tata Medical Centre, Kolkata, put him on a new targeted therapy: small
molecule pill, Pazopanib. Despite some side effects,
his cancer is now stable. “I am active and thriving,”
says the man who recently took part in a neighbourhood cricket match and won a trophy.

tors account for 65 per cent, while in prostate, brain and
bone cancers, more than 95 per cent are due to random
errors in cells. The study, despite the fears that its conclusions would undercut prevention efforts, has evoked the
need for a new strategy, one that would emphasise early
detection and treatment, in addition to prevention.
The problem with early detection is that when
tumours form, they do not shed enough of a “bread
crumbs trail” that can be picked up by CT-MRI-PET

scans or by needle biopsies for possible malignancy.
But what if cancer can be detected at such an early
stage? The idea of a simple blood test as an alternative has come up recently. In India, Bengaluru-based
genetic diagnostics company, Strand Life Sciences,
has started offering the first phase of liquid biopsies:
a simple, non-invasive diagnostic test using circulating tumour genes in a patient’s blood, the first such
test in India. “In the case of cancer patients, such
blood tests can provide early information about
tumour presence, relapse after therapy and response
to therapy,” explains Dr Vijay Chandru, CEO of
Strand, who launched the test in April in association
with the Mazumdar Shaw Centre for Translational
Research, also in Bengaluru.
But what about therapies? Ever since former US
president Jimmy Carter announced in 2015 that he
was free of a deadly form of skin cancer after receiving surgery, radiation and “a new kind of treatment”,
he became a poster boy for the exciting new field:
immunotherapy. Dr Suri explains that normal cells
of the body die when they are not needed, are damaged, or are infected with virus, bacteria, parasites
or fungi. “The immune system, the body’s first line
of defence, keeps track and as soon as it detects
anything abnormal or unknown, it attacks and kills
it,” he says. But cancer cells trick the immune system
into not recognising them as a threat. “This allows
the tumours to grow and spread,” he says. In immunotherapy, the immune system is enlisted to attack
and force cancer cells to kill themselves.
MAKE IN INDIA
Where does India stand in all this? Indian cancer
patients have been the key partners in discovery of
cancer antigen SPAG9, which is being used for personalised intervention by modulating the immune
response, says Dr Suri. “Most new technologies are
available in the country,” says Dr Thangarajan Rajkumar, head of molecular oncology, Cancer Institute
(WIA), Adyar, Chennai. “It is the cost of the newer
therapies that is the major impediment. But that’s
true not only for India. Even some developed countries are finding it difficult to provide cancer care to
people because of the prohibitive costs.” The institute
is conducting clinical trials of India’s first therapeutic anti-cancer vaccine, SPAG9, in collaboration with
Dr Suri and funded by the department of biotechnology and department of science and technology, Government of India. “Rather than directly attacking
cancer cells, this therapy involves priming a patient’s
own immune cells to fight the cancer,” he says. “Our
immune system prevents most of us from developing
cancer, but once cancer develops, the immune system
becomes very subdued. The newer immunotherapies
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VIKRAM SHARMA

INDIA’S FIRST CANCER VACCINE National Institute of Immunology director Dr Anil Suri, the man
who discovered cancer antigen SPAG9, which is under phase II clinical trial, with his team

are addressing precisely this area, with great results.”
With cervical cancer rising dramatically among
Indian women—nearly 23 per cent of all cancers in
women and over 100,000 deaths a year—it might just
be a game-changer. One of the patients included in
phase I of the clinical trials at the Cancer Institute,
whose persistent cervical cancer had spread to the
lungs even after radiotherapy, has been disease-free
now for over nine years. The vaccine is being manufactured at a world-class industrial facility, owned by
Biocon. Researchers at the institute have also developed
a simple kit for cervical cancer screening, a biomarker
panel for early diagnosis of ovarian cancer and a
therapy to inhibit an aggressive bone cancer, Ewing’s
sarcoma—all awaiting further verification.
“There are major institutions across the country
working on basic, translational and clinical research
as applied to cancer,” says Dr Rajkumar. New and
potentially therapeutic molecules have been identified
at the Indian Institute of Science, Bangalore, he points
out. A multi-centre study under Professor Partha
Majumdar of the National Institute of Biomedical
Genomics at Kalyani, West Bengal, and Dr Rajiv Sarin
of Tata Memorial Centre’s ACTREC (Advanced Centre
for Treatment, Research and Education in Cancer) in
Mumbai, are doing promising work in cancer genomics. Truly cutting edge research may be taking place
only at a few centres, but at hospitals and laboratories
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across the country, innovative molecular genetic tests,
technology and techniques are being used. From next
generation sequencing (NGS) technology to detecting
genetic change driving a cancer, molecular diagnosis
and monitoring, best-in-class radiotherapy equipment,
new small molecules to specifically target the tumour
cells, stem cell transplantation, hormone therapy to
cellular therapy, it’s all happening.
RUSH FOR DRUGS
In December 2015, when Jimmy Carter called a press
conference to announce that he had been cured of
his cancer, the ‘breakthrough’ immunotherapy drug,
Pembrolizumab, sold by pharma giant Merck as
Keytruda, got a new moniker—“the president’s drug”.
Keytruda, along with Bristol-Myers Squibb’s Opdivo
(Nivolumab), is one of a growing number of ‘immuno-onco’ drugs that unleash the body’s immune system to fight malignant cells. Keytruda and Opdivo,
effective against some forms of lung, skin, kidney and
other cancers, are set to launch in the Indian market
soon. Prohibitively expensive, above Rs 1 crore for an
entire treatment, the drugs may not be for the general
public. But they are shaping up to be the biggest
blockbusters for the global pharma industry.
Most patented medicines are unaffordable to the
average patient in India, even if priced lower than their
western counterparts. But Indian companies, with

D O I H AV E
CANCER?
MOST CANCERS CAN BE CURED IF CAUGHT
EARLY. THE NEW PREDICTIVE TESTS THAT
CAN STOP CANCER BEFORE IT STARTS
PERSONAL
GENOMICS TEST
Ever since Hollywood
star Angelina Jolie had
preventive double mastectomy in 2013, radical
new genetic management of the disease—
even before the cancer
strikes—is catching on:
it includes genetic counselling, testing, screening, chemo-prevention,
preventive surgery and
aggressive lifestyle
modifications. Personal genomic service
providers are coming up,
while star hospitals are
expanding their cancercare packages to include
familial cancer clinics.
The focus is on checking
SNPs (pronounced Snip,
meaning single nucleotide polymorphisms) in
your genes, that indicate
small genetic changes,
‘faulty’ genes and risk of
cancers, hereditary and
otherwise.
DNA TEST
Any trace of tumour
DNA in blood indicates
cancer. Johns Hopkins
researchers are working
on a general screening
tool that could be used
to find molecular traces
of cancer even in people
who show no symptoms.
It may become as routine
as an annual physical.
48
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BLOOD TEST
Bio-engineers at University of California have
come up with a new
blood test that can detect tumour DNA in blood
and its location. Cancer
cells compete with
normal cells for food and
space, killing them off.
As normal cells die, they
release their DNA into
the bloodstream, which
can be used to identify
the affected tissue.
BREATH TEST
Israeli scientists have
developed a new, inexpensive technology to
detect gastric cancers
early by analysing five
signature chemicals
that indicate cancer in
exhaled breath.
PAPER TESTS
A cheap urine test on
nanoparticle-coated
paper from MIT engineers works like a pregnancy test. Can reveal
in minutes whether a
person has cancer.
YOGHURT TEST
Again from MIT, yoghurt
engineered with synthetic molecules. When
introduced into the
body, it interacts with
cancer cells and can be
detected when passed
in urine (especially for
colorectal cancer)
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12.5%
Indians are diagnosed at an
early stage when a cancer
can be cured, compared to
86% in the US

their track record in generic drugs, are emerging
as strong global players in the biosimilar (or exact
copies of biological medicines that are already
approved) segment of molecularly targeted cancer
drugs. From Biocon, Cipla, Aurobindo Pharma,
Dr Reddy’s Laboratories, Intas Pharmaceuticals to
Hetero Drugs, they are all expanding their biosimilar portfolios. Roche has teamed up with Emcure
Pharmaceuticals to manufacture and sell its breast
cancer drug, Herceptin, at a reduced price in India.
“Biosimilars have made cancer treatment affordable
to the middle class, and most companies have compassionate usage programmes,” says Dr Chandy.
Immunotherapy is emerging as a ‘sweet spot’
among smaller research companies as well as investors. Biotech company Aurigene Discovery Technologies of Bengaluru has got into off-licence deals with
global pharma companies like Curis, Orion and
Pierre Fabre for its novel immunotherapy molecules.
Delhi-based Curadev, a drug discovery company,
has entered into collaboration with Roche. Ratan
Tata, chairman emeritus of Tata Sons, has invested
an undisclosed amount in biopharmaceutical firm
Invictus Oncology, Delhi, to develop a cancer technology platform.
THE NEW NEW
Jugnu Jain, molecular geneticist, cell biologist and
inventor with three patents, returned to India from
the US in 2011 and realised, surprisingly, that India
did not have a human biobank. Globally, there are
over 350. “Leftover tissues from surgery or diagnostic procedures, say, cancer tissue, blood or urine, are
precious,” she says, “highly sought after worldwide
by researchers, diagnostics, biotech and pharma
companies” to validate their drug candidates in target patient population samples, prior to launching
clinical trials. They spur research into diseases: from
identifying risk factors to diagnosing early, screening family members at risk to customising a patient’s
treatment to improve outcomes. Results from such
studies can boost, sometimes even replace, the need
to test new drugs. Ultimately, the war against cancer
depends on cancer research.

CANCER

PROMISE OF
TECHNOLOGY
BIGGEST G AME-CHANGERS
IN CANCER RESEARCH

3
million Indians now live
with cancer, up from
800,000 in 2001

GENE EDITING AND CRISPR-CAS9
The ultimate, world-changing technology of our
time. This radically fast, easy and
precise gene editing software tool
allows scientists to cut, patch,
slice, edit, activate or silence
genes in the DNA of living organisms, conduct molecular surgery on
genes, remove abnormalities and replace those
with normal genes, even remove genes which
give an advantage to cancer cells. Has revolutionised biomedical research and changed how
we target cancer therapeutically

GENE SEQUENCING ON USB
The decade-old next generation
sequencing technology is now
entering the doctor’s office.
The Oxford Nanopore Technologies USB has a sequencing unit the size of
a large stapler and draws its source of power
through the USB port in a laptop. The MinION,
weighing under 100 gms and at $1,000, is the
only portable, real-time device for DNA and
RNA sequencing

INTELLIGENT SURGICAL KNIFE
The iKnife can detect instantly if a tissue
is cancerous or not. Developed
by scientists at Imperial College,
London, it uses electrosurgery to
make incisions with minimal blood
loss. The vapourised tissue smoke
is then analysed to detect malignant
tissue in real time. Can significantly reduce the
length of operations in oncology
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Jain co-founded a health science firm, Saarum Innovations, and finally set up India’s first commercial
biobank and personalised medicine company, Sapien
Biosciences—a joint venture with Apollo Hospitals, in
Hyderabad in 2013. The work is in full flow. Imagine
live cancer cells growing in the lab. Study those to
understand the complexity of a tumour, screen new
drug candidates, use cultured cancer cells as models to investigate the changes that may have caused
cancer, or its spread, or its resistance to a therapy.
There are many other applications of fresh samples in
a biobank, she says. “Several companies in China have
built thousands of cancer models in biobanks, which
are being used by pharma companies to screen drug
molecules. We can too.”
With excitement building around the innovative
research in the cancer space, it’s hard not to think
of a cure. “But to conquer a complicated, costly and
devastating disease such as cancer, many more major
scientific breakthroughs are needed,” says Mukherjee. Medicine still needs to catch up. The battle
still relies largely on three brute-force weapons:
surgery, radiation and chemotherapy. Cancer cells
are subtle and smart. So the treatment needs to be
more sophisticated. And bringing in the latest and
the best are gene therapies. He points to an important development that took place in 2013: a unique
technology, the CRISPR-Cas9 system, currently
the most versatile method of genetic manipulation.
It’s somewhat like conducting a molecular surgery
on genes: remove abnormal sequences, replace
them with normal ones, pull out genes that give an
advantage to cancer cells. The idea comes from some
types of bacteria that have a built-in gene editing
system against invaders, say, a virus. “Your genome
has three billion letters, ATCGs. If it were to be written down, it would be 66 full sets of Encyclopaedia
Britannica,” he explains. “What if you can take out
a letter, one that predisposes you to cancer, erase or
tweak it to your advantage?”
Can that be the future of cancer? Or, perhaps, our
future without cancer? n

FOR FARMERS’ SAKE

Shivraj Singh Chouhan on
a satyagraha in Bhopal

BIG STORY | FARMERS’ PROTESTS

STILL NOT OUT
OF THE WOODS
The farmers’ agitation in MP tests CM Shivraj Singh Chouhan’s
kisan putra image and the state’s glorious agricultural track record
By Rahul Noronha

A

week is a long time in politics. Union minister
for agriculture Radha Mohan Singh rediscovered the truism the hard way. Just two weeks
ago, he told india today that the central
government would like to emulate the Madhya
Pradesh model of growth in agriculture. A week later, five
farmers in the state were killed in police firing, a sixth died
on Friday of injuries sustained during curfew, highways in
western MP were cut off, about 150 vehicles were torched,
a DM was manhandled and railway lines damaged by
agitating farmers.
With an average growth rate of nearly 20 per cent in
the past four years, MP has been touted as an agricultural
success story for some time now. It has helped Shivraj
Singh Chouhan portray himself as kisan putra, a son of
the soil, who has led the growth story in the state from the
front. That legend came undone with the recent agrarian
unrest, helping even the hitherto comatose Opposition
Congress come alive on the emotive issue. Now that the
agitation is petering out, Chouhan is trying to recover lost
ground. And so has begun a round of competitive satyagrahas in state capital Bhopal, first by Chouhan and to be
followed by Guna MP Jyotiraditya Scindia.
But why did farmers in MP erupt the way they did, in
a state posting astounding growth rates? Directed mainly
through social media, the agitation had no clear leadership. The call for the 10-day strike from June 1 to 10 was
given by a clutch of farmers’ organisations, the Bharatiya
Kisan Union (BKU)—which has little or no roots in MP—
the most prominent among them. The Bharatiya Kisan
Mazdoor Sangh (BKMS)—an offshoot of the RSS-affiliated Bharatiya Kisan Sangh (BKS), extended support
too. BKMS president Shivkumar Sharma ‘Kakkaji’ has
a history of confrontation with Chouhan and has had

PANKAJ TIWARI

numerous run-ins with him in the past.
Even the demands of the farmers—to write off farm
loans as announced in Uttar Pradesh, and work out remunerative prices for agricultural produce, at 50 per cent
above the input cost—had more to do with Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s promises in the run-up to the 2014
general elections than with any problems in the state.
The simultaneous strike by farmers in Maharashtra
served to add a larger dimension to the agitation. As their
counterparts in Maharashtra threw vegetables and milk
on the roads, farmers in MP prevented the entry of fruits,
vegetables and milk into
commercial capital Indore.
Farm loan
Then, on June 4, Chouhan suddenly announced that
waivers will
the strike had been called off
be a blow
and addressed a joint conferto state
ence with state BKS president
finances, with
Shivkant Dixit. Other farmgovernment
ers’ organisations were quick
borrowing
to term it a sellout and acalready at
cused it of being ‘staged’ since
its limits
the BKS was never really part
of the agitation.
That’s when the agitation
picked up in western MP. On
June 6, farmers who had blocked the Mandsaur Neemuch
highway were seen burning trucks and attacking traders
in Piplia Mandi in Mandsaur district. As it is relations between traders, mainly from the Jain and Vaishya communities, and farmers from the Patidar and Dhakad communities have been strained since the days of demonetisation.
The farmers saw the agitation as a chance to settle scores.
Mandsaur being a prominent poppy cultivation area in
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RAJ PATIDAR/ REUTERS

BURNING ISSUE Trucks being set
ablaze on Mandsaur-Neemuch highway

revise it to Rs 10 lakh and finally to
an unprecedented Rs 1 crore, with a
government job thrown in for the next
of kin, all in a matter of three hours.
What’s worse is that the BJP
CM received no word of support
from the central leadership. Prime
Minister Narendra Modi was out of
the country, but party president Amit
Shah was in neighbouring Chhattisgarh, where he said that the Centre
would look into the state’s demand
for a bonus on rice procurement. In
sharp contrast, the NDA government,
within two months of being sworn
in, had forced the MP government
MANDSAUR FARMERS USED THE AGITATION
to withdraw a Rs 150 per quintal
bonus on wheat that it paid farmers.
TO SETTLE SCORES AGAINST JAIN AND
Bonus payments were tom-tommed
VAISHYA TRADERS, AND TO AVENGE THE
as Chouhan’s big pro-farmer decision.
BAN ON POPPY DERIVATIVE DODA-CHURA
The Congress was quick to point out
the central leadership’s silence. “The
PM tweets on just about everything,
MP, the ban on doda chura—a derivative of poppy—has afwhich is why it is surprising he didn’t on the death of
fected farmers, and the agitation became a means for them
farmers,” Ajay Singh remarked.
to vent their frustration as they joined anti-social elements.
Fast losing the plot, Chouhan began initiating damViolence soon spread to neighbouring Shajapur,
age control measures from June 9 onwards. He declared
Rajgarh and Dewas districts. Smelling blood, the Conhe would go on an indefinite fast from the next day, till
gress too jumped into the fray. The BJP put out pictures
such time as the situation returned to normal. June 10,
and videos of Congress leader D.P. Dhakad and MLA Jitu
incidentally, was the last day of the agitation. “I appeal to
Patwari egging on protesters. The Congress, in turn, repeople who are agitating to shun violence and come and
leased pictures of Betma municipality chief and BJP leader
talk. All issues can be resolved through talks,” he said.
Dharamvir Chauhan handing out sticks to farmers.
Even as some farmers’ organisations met in Delhi and
decided to continue the agitation, the CM’s supporters enhings took an ugly turn when five people were killed
sured he was photographed meeting farmers at the venue
in police firing in Mandsaur. AAP and Congress
of the fast even as #Shivraj4peace trended on his twitter
leaders were quick to draw comparisons with Genaccount. He also reiterated his commitment to the cause
eral Dyer and the Jallianwala Bagh massacre. With
of farmers declaring, rather melodramatically, “Kisan
assembly elections a year-and-a-half away, the farmers,
khwaabon mein bhi hain, haqeeqat mein bhi (farmers
who form 42 per cent of the state’s population and agriculare in my dreams, and also in my reality).”
tural labourers another 28 per cent, are an important vote
Meanwhile, BJP national general secretary Kailash
bank. Rahul Gandhi arrived at Mandsaur, besides former
Vijayvargiya, a known Chouhan-baiter, began a parallel
Union minister Kamal Nath and former CM Digvijaya
meeting with farmers on the CM’s home turf, Indore. He
Singh. “The claim that farmers were happy in MP backed
then proceeded to Bhopal with a delegation of farmers to
by awards and growth statistics sounds absolutely hollow,”
meet the chief minister.
declared leader of the Opposition, Ajay Singh.
By evening, however, families of two of the firing
Finding himself on the back foot, Chouhan first anvictims, whom the Congress expected to be angry at the
nounced a compensation of Rs 5 lakh for the dead, only to
government, ‘dropped in’ at the venue of the fast and ap-
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A COSTLY
FACE-SAVER
FOR FADNAVIS

A

s farmers in Maharashtra went on a rampage
between June 5 and 9, pouring milk and throwing vegetables on the roads, Chief Minister Devendra Fadnavis was putting in place plans to tackle
the crisis. First, he held a midnight discussion with a
group of farmers at his official residence, persuading
them to withdraw the strike and then declaring that the
farmers’ unions had split. Then, he declared the state
would announce the largest debt write-off by October
31, creating another rift between farmers’ leaders, with
influential ones like Giridhar Patil and Budhajirao Mulik
staying away from negotiations.
On June 11, an empowered group of ministers headed by revenue minister Chandrakant Patil announced
an immediate loan waiver to 3.1 million farmers with
marginal land holdings and an in-principle nod to a
blanket waiver to all farmers complying with certain
parameters. “We will form a committee of ministers
and farmers’ representatives to finalise the parameters. The work will be finished by July 25,” says Patil.
The government has not yet disclosed what these
parameters will be. A senior minister says loans up to
Rs 1 lakh might be written off, as also loans of farmers
who own up to five acres of land, or those who have no
other source of income. “It will help poor farmers get
loans from banks. It will also ensure that rich farmers
do not take advantage of the blanket waiver,” he says.
The move is likely to place a burden of Rs 30,500
crore on the state. To waive loans
of all farmers, irrespective of inLoan waivers
come, debt repaying capacity and
land holding, the state will need Rs
will likely
1.32 lakh crore, more than its Rs
place a
1.25 lakh crore budget.
burden of
Fadnavis has also asked cooRs 30,500
perative milk federations to share
crore, which
70 per cent of their profits with
the state can
farmers. At present, a milk producing farmer from Ahmednagar
ill afford
gets Rs 18 per litre from the milk
federation, which in turn sells a
litre in Mumbai for Rs 56. Once the
new policy is implemented, the
farmer will get Rs 24 per litre.
A relieved Fadnavis says
farmers and their welfare
will remain integral to his
government’s policy. “The
loan waiver is another
step to reaffirm our commitment to the farmers,”
he says. —Kiran D. Tare

pealed to the CM to break his fast. Anil Yadav, general
secretary of the BKU, also called on Chouhan and said
he had deferred the agitation for the time being.
The next day, the CM called off his fast after being
‘convinced’ that the violence had stopped. He also announced a slew of measures: the procurement of onion
at Rs 8 per kg, moong at Rs 5,225 per kg and tuar at
Rs 5,050 per kg. The CM also announced a Rs 1,000
crore price stabilisation fund and a state land use advisory service to tell farmers what crops are best suited
for them. The Mandi Board ordered that payments to
farmers be made partly in cash and partly by cheque,
reversing an earlier decision of payment by cheque. Buying agricultural produce below the MSP will now be a
crime in MP, although Opposition parties claim this has
always been the law in the state.

W

hat will be more difficult is meeting the
demand for loan waivers. Ever since the UP
government announced its massive concession on farm loans, the issue has become
a problem for every CM. Maharashtra announced a
waiver of sorts over the weekend, adding to the pressure
on the MP government. “The MP government has been
giving farm loans at zero per cent interest. In fact, we
have been giving a cashback of 10 per cent to farmers
who repay on time. Most farmers honour the borrowings,” says state cooperatives minister Vishwas Sarang.
The CM has been counselled against a waiver by his
bureaucrats but the demand for it is getting stronger.
State government-owned cooperative banks in
MP extended about Rs 19,600 crore to about 3 million
farmers in the state. Were it to waive loans, the state
government would either have to pull the money out
from existing schemes to reimburse the banks that are
in no position to sustain these losses or borrow more
from the market. Meanwhile, the state government is
already at the limits of its borrowing, at 3.49 per cent
of the GSDP as per the FRBM Act. The 2017-18 state
budget puts the government’s borrowings alone at about
Rs 1.61 lakh crore. A waiver will be a real body blow to
the finances of the state.
The farmers, meanwhile, show no signs of relenting.
“The agitation continues, but its form has changed as it
was getting violent,” said Shivkumar Sharma, president,
BKMS. “On June 16, 62 farmers’ organisations have de
decided to hold chakka jaams on national highways from
12 noon to 3 pm and will do shavasan on June 21 while
the PM does yoga.” Guna Congress MP Jyotiraditya
Scindia is on a 72-hour satyagraha in Bhopal to demand
a resolution of farmers’ issues. Clearly, neither the farm
farmers nor the Opposition are inclined to give agrarian
politics a rest. n
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INTERVIEW | YOGI ADITYANATH

“MY NAME
IS THE SAME,
MY CLOTHES
HAVE NOT
CHANGED...”

Life in Uttar Pradesh under a Yogi Adityanath government might not have improved much, but 5, Kalidas Marg,
the chief minister’s residence, has been transformed. Gone
are the queues of SUVs and the bustling of leaders and selfconsciously ‘important’ men. Serene and entirely without
hangers-on, the CM’s house seems almost modest. Visitors
are welcomed with buttermilk and jaggery. Adityanath
leaves early for his office and works long hours, so he brings
no work home, no stray files or anxious babus.
Adityanath himself, unlike the public firebrand, is
tranquil in person. He sits on a plain, saffron armchair.
The most noticeable objects in the room are statues of Lord
Hanuman and ‘gau mata’ and a set of thick rudraksha
prayer beads. On June 26, his government will have been
in power for 100 days. It’s an arbitrary point at which
to assess progress, but Adityanath is taking it seriously,
preparing to release a white paper on his government’s
achievements and a roadmap for future progress.
Ask him for concrete examples of his government’s
achievements, though, and Adityanath appears uncertain. He talks about loan waivers to farmers and dynasty-free politics, but the questions, particularly about law
and order, are mounting. Speaking to Anshuman Tiwari,
editor, india today Hindi, and Assistant Editor Ashish
Misra, Adityanath mounts a robust defence of his record.

Q. Do you consider yourself a
saint or a politician?
A. You don’t ask this question if
you know the meaning of religion.
Religion is a comprehensive concept. According to our learned
people, our scholars, to pave the
path for public welfare in worldly
life and to provide spiritual uplift
is part of religion. I think a yogi can
do both things quite easily. And I
manage to balance both worldly
and spiritual concerns.
Q. So how then would you assess the first 100 days of the
BJP government in UP, as the chief minister and a yogi?
A. I have been a yogi for the last 23 or 24 years. When,
as UP chief minister, my government completes its first
100 days, I believe we will look back with satisfaction at
having been successful in contributing to the dream of
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development as envisioned for the state by the prime min
ister and the BJP’s national president [Amit Shah]. Of
course, if a person is too ‘satisfied’, then he might become
complacent, not work so hard to get ahead. But, yes, I am
satisfied that we have begun work that the previous gov
ernment was unable to even think of, let alone begin.

the incidents in Saharanpur [violence between Dalits and
Thakurs in May in which three people were killed] are in
jail. We controlled the violence in 24 hours without hav
ing to call the military or paramilitary. Our police force
handled it efficiently and quickly. Soon such incidents will
diminish in number too.

Q. What are these flagship
schemes you are satisfied with?

Q. But, would you agree the public feels insecure in UP?
A. There is no feeling of insecurity in the public. On the
contrary, they believe this government is hard on criminals
and that anyone who commits a crime will be punished.

A. After the completion of 100
days, my government will bring
out a white paper that will spell
out what condition the state was in
when we took power and the roadmap that will lead us to the future.
Q. But can you give a specific example of your government’s achievements in the first 100 days?
A. Protecting the interests of farmers. Connecting them to
sustainable development. Marginalising caste and dynasty
politics. Presenting a model for development in UP.
Q. Your critics say Delhi runs Lucknow. Is the Centre
interfering with your government?
A. It is not interference but cooperation. In a federal struc
ture, the state and Centre work together. A state has fewer
resources and, sometimes, to effectively redress people’s
grievances, a state needs to ask for central help. I am happy,
for instance, that UP is the first state in the country that
has invited the NITI Aayog to help us plan for the future.
Q. But I’m sure you’ve heard people say things like, “upar
Modi, neeche Yogi”. How does that make you feel?
A. We don’t pay attention to that sort of thing. We are
working hard to achieve the dreams of the prime minister
and the BJP national president.
Q. On the other hand, your followers speak of you as a
potential prime ministerial candidate after Modi...
A. That is foolish. My responsibility is to UP. I now have
the opportunity to work for its development. My sole
focus is to sort out problems for which we would take to
the streets, problems we can do something about.
Q. Okay, on the subject of UP then: since the formation of
your government, there has been a rise in crime. Why?
A. Criminal incidents didn’t arise suddenly. This state,
which has seen some 450 riots in the past five years, has
not suffered a single communal riot in the first 100 days
of the BJP government. All the conspirators involved in
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Q. The challenges your government faces are huge. Take
encephalitis...
A. Since we formed the government, we have begun a huge
immunisation campaign. Till now,
nearly 50 lakh children between 1
and 15 have been immunised. We
have brought Japanese encephalitis under control but our concern
is Acute Encephalitis Syndrome.
This disease doesn’t have any vaccine. The main cause of this disease
is poor hygiene, so we have started
a campaign to improve cleanliness
and access to clean water. It’s surprising, then, that if we distribute
soap to people before our visit to
a Musahar colony, the media takes
it as an opportunity to criticise, to
claim we are insulting Dalits.
Q. Your ministers often speak about conspiracies against
your government. Who are these conspirators?
A. I think that in the Saharanpur incident there were some
conspiracies against our government. In many other pla
ces, too, such people have raised their heads, tried to create
trouble but have been stopped thanks to our police force.
Q. You said all the roads of UP would be pothole-free by
June 15. This is not going to happen...
A. There are two reasons for this. First our government’s

INTERVIEW | YOGI ADITYANATH

budget is yet to be passed. Second, the high court has prohibited mining in the state, creating a shortage of materials. Despite these problems, I can claim that when our
government came to power there were over 1 lakh potholed
roads and now there are fewer than half that number.

Q. You haven’t fulfilled your
promise on power supply either.
A. It’ll take time to ensure power
supply throughout the state. But
we will provide power to everyone. Previous governments were
concerned about only five districts,
we care about all 75. And those
districts that were once receiving
only two to three hours of power
a day now get 22 to 23 hours of
power daily. Rural areas now have
sufficient supply and we’ll further
improve the power infrastructure
under the Deen Dayal Upadhyaya
Gram Jyoti Yojana.
Q. Your government is also taking heat from those farmers who feel left out of the loan waivers...
A. We have waived outstanding loans till March 31,
2016, of up to Rs 1 lakh for small and marginal farmers. Instructions have already been issued to banks to not
recover loans from them. The scheme will cost the state
nearly Rs 36,000 crore, but we are relying on our own
resources and will tighten the belt elsewhere if necessary.

who have looted public money will not escape.
Q. But the BJP, too, has complained about the functioning
of bureaucrats and officers who still occupy prime posts...
A. Go ahead then, give me good officers. Officers are not
fruit. I can’t pick them off a tree. If we remove an officer, we
need to ensure we have a good replacement.
Q. Do Dalits and Muslims need to fear your government?
A. We show no favour to any religion, region or caste. Our
government believes in ‘sabka saath, sabka vikas’.
Q. But take the shutting down of slaughterhouses...
We were following the directives of the Supreme Court
and the National Green Tribunal. No action was taken
against lawful slaughterhouses.
Q. Under the previous government, there was a 20 per
cent reservation for minorities. What is your government’s view on reservations?
A. We’re not making schemes for any particular caste or
religion. Our schemes are for the betterment of all 22
crore people in the state.

Q. As CM, you have already been
to Ayodhya. What is your position on the Ram temple?
A. I went to visit Ram Lalla and
Hanuman Garhi. There is no
change in my stand on Ayodhya.
The case is pending in the
Supreme Court. If the issue can be
solved by mutual dialogue, then
we will provide all necessary help.
Q. Your identity has been that of a hardcore Hindutva
leader. Has this changed since you became CM?
A. My name has not changed. I have not changed my
clothes. My ideology is the same.

Q. Encouraging industry, investment, improving education, you have an ambitious agenda...
A. Since the formation of the government, Samsung has
decided to invest Rs 5,000 crore in Noida. Two large ethanol factories, worth Rs 1,600 crore, will also be set up. In
education, the government is working hard to regularise sessions, hire teachers, invest in basic infrastructure.
Students in government schools will get new uniforms. In
rural areas, the government will give students shoes.

Q. There are two deputy CMs. Is this a way to rein you in?
A. UP is a big state. I don’t have enough leadership experience for such a big state. I requested the party for two experienced associates to help me and work with me.

You have accommodated many prominent figures from
other parties in the state BJP. Some are even ministers in
your government. Is that a challenge?
A. All our leaders know our government has a zero-tolerance approach to corruption, crime and mafia raj. All those

Q. The Samajwadi Party and Bahujan Samaj Party are
ready to ally to oppose you. Does that concern you?
A. The alliance between the SP and BSP is itself a defeat.
The BJP will increase its majority in the next general election. The days of appeasement and caste politics are over. n
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By Asit Jolly

W

ell before sunrise on May 21, a Border Security Force (BSF) special
operations squad led by company
commander S.N. Kalita spotted a
Toyota Innova driving suspiciously
close to the electrified security fencing along the
India-Pakistan border in Amritsar’s Ramdas sector. On intercepting the vehicle, the BSF troopers
detained two Nihang Sikhs with illegal weapons—
a .315 rifle and a revolver. Maan Singh and Sher
Singh confessed they were to pick up an arms
consignment smuggled in the night before from
Pakistan. Zeroing in on the drop-point coordinates,
Kalita’s men seized the biggest cache of illegal
weapons and explosives in Punjab in recent years—
close to 500 rounds of ammunition and firearms
that include Chinese-made AK-47 and modified
MP9 rifles, 7.62 mm pistols, a .32 bore revolver and
a sack full of hand grenades.
A fortnight later, on June 4, the fortuitous capture of the two Nihangs resulted in more arrests.
Based on their interrogation, a calibrated operation, by Punjab police’s counterintelligence unit, led
to the arrest of Gurdial Singh, Jagroop Singh and
Satwinder Singh, key Khalistani hitmen suspected
to be part of a widespread assassination plan in
Punjab and Delhi. The arms seized in Ramdas on
May 21 were meant for these terrorists, says a security officer who questioned the suspects.
Custodial interrogation unravelled more. Of
the three men picked up from Hoshiarpur’s Pojewal
village on June 4, Gurdial is the only one with
past connections to Khalistan terrorism and is in
touch with International Sikh Youth Federation
(ISYF) chief Lakhbir Singh Rode and his cohorts in
Canada and Germany. In 1992, he was arrested for
possessing a Thompson submachine gun. Jagroop
and Satwinder are recent recruits, radicalised
through extremist propaganda that has flooded
social media in the past decade.
Jagroop, interrogators say, confessed to travelling to Pakistan (Lahore and Nankana Sahib) with
Sikh pilgrims from November 12 to 21 last year.
The visit was facilitated by ISYF’s Germany-based
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handler Balvir Sandhu, along with Rode and Khalistan
Liberation Force’s Harmeet Singh, both living in an ISI
safehouse at Dera Chahal near Lahore Cantonment.
Jagroop went through a four-day training in explosives
and automatic weapons while in Pakistan.

R

elated developments have caused even more
alarm in the security establishment in Punjab
and Delhi. Since April 17, six Khalistan terror
modules have been busted and 23 terrorists
arrested with a small arsenal of weapons. Officials say
it signals a concerted fresh effort to renew terrorist
violence in Punjab—the most significant such development since the demise of the Khalistan movement in
the mid-1990s. “After the mid to late 1990s, Pakistan’s
biggest problem was finding foot soldiers to execute its
Khalistan design,” says a senior Punjab police officer. He
adds that a robust intelligence network that has infiltrated every Khalistani outfit sheltering in overseas havens
in the West had also helped keep things below a simmer.
But all seemed to change after the summer of 2015
that witnessed a series of protests by farmers’ organisations over crop losses from spurious pesticides. While
the farmers eventually scaled down their agitation, the
countryside erupted again over the desecration of the
Guru Granth Sahib in Faridkot’s Bargari village on
October 12. Outraged Sikhs hit the streets against the
then SAD-BJP government’s perceived inaction. Many
believed the Akali leadership was somehow complicit
in the incident in Faridkot and at gurdwaras across the
state. The violence spiralled out of control after October
14 when police firing killed two people among a peaceful

TERRORISM

crowd holding a prayer meeting in Behbal Kalan village
over the desecration in Faridkot two days earlier.
Till date, close to 150 incidents of desecration of the
Guru Granth Sahib have been reported. Though there
are credible explanations for a majority of the incidents
and the culprits have been apprehended in many cases, it
is all being used to revive perceptions of injustice against
the Sikh community. A conspiracy by Pakistan’s ISI and
extremists within the Sikh diaspora is more than discernible. Social media has been abuzz—dubious videos
depicting Sikh demonstrators and purported excesses by
the police; preachers openly abusing mainstream politicians and exhorting Sikhs to take to the streets; imagined and exaggerated reports of sacrilege.
Almost akin to what is under way in the Kashmir
Valley in the wake of militant Burhan Wani’s killing
last year, intelligence officials say much of the social
media content in Punjab is fed by Sikh radicals abroad
and ISI networks. It’s all served to whip up a fresh wave
of radicalisation among young Sikhs. “It’s the biggest
tipping point since 1984,” says a senior counterintelligence expert associated with investigations of the six
terror modules busted since April this year. “To the
present generation, brought up on the ‘ultimate heroism’
and ‘supreme sacrifice’ narratives around Jarnail Singh
Bhindranwale and other slain Khalistanis, the incidents
of sacrilege are unforgivable affronts. Although there
are perfectly plausible explanations, such as an electrical
short circuit, for many of the cases, they’re unwilling to
see it as anything but extreme disrespect of their Guru.”
Social media helps such notions go viral. Besides the
hundreds of WhatsApp groups, intelligence agencies

Khalistan terrorism has been on an upswing since 2015, surging noticeably this year
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Terrorist strikes and assassination bids in
the state since 2015
2017

February 25
Dera Sacha Sauda followers
Satpal Sharma and Ramesh
Sharma killed in Ahmedgarh

January 31
IED blast kills six during assembly poll campaign in Maur Mandi

January 4
Hindu sect leader Amit Sharma
killed in Ludhiana

2016
August 26
RSS state vice-president Jagdish
Gagneja killed in Jalandhar

April 23
Shiv Sena leader Durga Dass
assassinated in Khanna

February 17
Shiv Sena leader Deepak Kamboj
shot at in Jalandhar

February 4
Attempt to gun down Shiv Sena
leader Amit Arora in Ludhiana

January 16
Attempt to assassinate RSS
functionary Naresh Sharma in
Ludhiana

January 1
Fidayeen strike on Pathankot air
force base leaves seven security
personnel dead

2015
July 27
Fidayeen attack on police station
in Dinanagar leaves seven dead
April 12
Attempt to assassinate Gurdaspur Shiv Sena chief Harminder
Soni

have detected some 140 Facebook Messenger groups and
125 Facebook pages purveying radical propaganda. On the
night of May 29, an intelligence operation by the Mohali
district police led to the arrest of four most unlikely ‘terrorists’. Amritpal Kaur alias ‘A mrit’ is a Ludhiana homemaker
and a triple MA; Harbarinder Singh, in his forties, is the
son of a retired district education officer; Jarnail Singh is a
resident of Kalanaur in Gurdaspur district; and Randeep
Singh, just 19, has briefly trained at the Damdami Taksal, a
Sikh seminary near Amritsar.
Not one of those arrested has any record of being a Khalistan sympathiser. They all met up on Facebook to become
members of ‘Khalistan Zindabad’, a Facebook Messenger
group with intensely radical content. Police officers who interrogated them in Mohali say they were all nursing a sense
of grievance over the failure to stop the acts of sacrilege.
“Harbarinder, who otherwise seems like a reasonable and
educated person, has been keeping a count of every reported
incident of sacrilege in Punjab,” says an officer. Amritpal’s
Facebook page bears the following message below a picture
of Bhindranwale: “I am Mrs Amritpal Kaur from Ludhiana. I don’t want to be ruled by India. Khalistan zindabad.”

T

he group has not only received funding from
Khalistani elements abroad but also local financing
to procure weapons. Those arrested were found carrying pistols and a .315 bore rifle. Eleven members
have so far been apprehended. Besides the four nabbed by
the Mohali police, five others—Tarsem Singh, Mokham
Singh, Manjit Singh, Jaswant Singh and Jasbir Singh—were
picked up at Rampura Phul in Bathinda district as they set
out for an assassination attempt. Two others, Ramandeep
Singh and Parminder Singh, were detained following the interrogation of the initial group. Police believe the group that
came together after the Faridkot incident in 2015 has links
with Khalistani elements in Dubai and Lahore and may have
a much larger following than what has yet been exposed.
Senior Punjab police officers say the rise of the Hindu
right wing across the country is also stoking Sikh radicalism. In addition, saffron outfits, including the RSS and
Shiv Sena, that hardly had any presence in Punjab during
the Khalistan years, are now increasingly active and visible.
“There’s a clear backlash,” says an officer, pointing to the
new Khalistanis’ choice of targets. Besides the usual names
on the hit list, many of the attacks post the BJP’s ascent in
2014 and the acts of sacrilege in 2015 targeted lower rung
Hindu leaders (see graphic: The Killing Fields of Punjab).
Khalistan networks have continued to thrive not only
in Pakistan but also in safe havens in Malaysia, Thailand,
UK, Germany, Canada and the US. But what is making the
security establishment sit up and take notice is that unlike
in the two decades since chief minister Beant Singh’s assassination in August 1995, there is suddenly no dearth of local
foot soldiers for the Khalistan terror machine. n

ANSWER TO
EVERYTHING

APSC chairman Rakesh
Paul after his arrest
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JOBS
ON SALE

The Assam police busts a mega job scam.
Coming in the first year of CM Sarbananda
Sonowal’s government, it’s also being seen
as a personal victory for him
By Kaushik Deka

ON JUNE 17, 2016, WITHIN THREE weeks
of taking charge as the chief minister of Assam, Sarbananda Sonowal summoned all the
members of the Assam Public Service Commission (APSC) and pulled them up over the
multiple allegations that the commission sells
jobs for cash. The constitutional body’s chairman, Rakesh Paul,
responded by saying that the chief minister had no authority to
instruct him or interfere in his work. The APSC chairman was
right—the power to remove the chairman or the members of the
public service commission has been vested exclusively with the
President of India.
The chief minister was forced to remain a mute spectator, but
not for too long. Help came from Dibrugarh, his hometown. On
October 25, 2016, Angshumita Gogoi, a dentist, approached the
district superintendent of police saying Nabakanta Patir, an assistant engineer with the town and country planning department in
Dibrugarh, had asked for Rs 10 lakh for a ‘confirmed’ selection by
the APSC for a government job. Gogoi had failed to secure a job in
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an earlier attempt through the APSC.
Two days later, the police laid a trap
and caught Patir red-handed with the
cash. Patir’s arrest led to the arrest of
Mamud Ali Choudhury, PSO of APSC
member Samedur Rahman, in Rangiya
on October 30, the chain of arrests
finally leading up to Paul.
“Patir’s phone records revealed he
was in regular contact with Paul and
Rahman. We found text messages he
sent to the two detailing payments
from aspiring candidates,” says Additional SP Surjit Singh Panesar, the
investigating officer in this case. On
November 4, Paul was arrested and,
two days later, police raids in his houses as well as on a printing press run
by his brother Rajib Paul in Guwahati
unearthed answer scripts and question papers of examinations conducted
by the APSC. Several candidates of the
2013 batch of Assam civil service, Assam police service and other services
had allegedly written their answer
scripts for the second time at Paul’s
residence. The duplicate answer sheets
were printed at Paul’s brother’s press.
The answer copies either had forged
signatures of the invigilator or had
signatures of invigilators who were not
on duty on that particular date.
Based on the forensic examination
of these copies of answer sheets, the
Assam police on May 3 arrested three
officers—Bhaskarjyoti Dev Sharma,
Bhaskar Dutta and Amrit Sharma—
who had sat for the APSC examination
in 2013. They had allegedly submitted
duplicate answer scripts. Assam police
DGP Mukesh Sahay says that the three
were picked up after investigators
found two sets of their answer scripts
at Paul’s home.
he investigating team then
seized the answer scripts
of all the 241 candidates
who had cleared the 2013
exam and the 180 who had cleared the
2014 exam. Based on a scrutiny of these
scripts, 25 serving Assam government
officers, including the son of former
Congress minister Nilamoni Sen
Deka, were interrogated at the office
of the Assam police special branch in

T

Guwahati on June 9. “Apart from being
interrogated, these officers were asked
to append their signatures and write
a short note on a blank sheet. Forensic
laboratories outside the state will compare the papers with the handwriting
in their examination answer scripts,”
Sahay said.
Paul, who had been serving as a
notary in a district court, was made a
member of the APSC in 2008 by the
Tarun Gogoi-led Congress government. He was elevated as chairman on
December 7, 2013. The same month,
Mukul Saikia, an SP of the vigilance
and anti-corruption department of the

“It’s not a personal
issue. Our
government has
already declared zero
tolerance against
corruption”
SARBANANDA SONOWAL
Assam chief minister

Assam police, submitted a report saying that the APSC chairman was running a “job bazaar” and had managed
to acquire flats in Guwahati, Kolkata
and Bengaluru after becoming an
APSC member. The state government
did not act on the report. Instead, the
SP was transferred out.
On March 15, 2015, the CBI
forwarded a complaint against Paul
to the Assam police’s vigilance and
anti-corruption wing. The complainant had alleged that Paul manipulated
the records of the APSC recruitment
process and had been collecting “Rs 10
to 40 lakh” from candidates. But nothing happened.
A few months later, Akhil Gogoi,

a social activist, filed a PIL seeking a
thorough inquiry against the alleged
disproportionate wealth of Paul and
into the functioning of APSC. The
Gauhati High Court, on October 15,
2015, ordered a CBI probe into the assets of Paul, his wife Sunanda, brother
Rajeev and driver Sanjay Saha. The
HC also asked the state government
to institute a judicial inquiry into the
anomalies in the APSC. Paul moved
the Supreme Court and on November
21, 2015, obtained a stay on the high
court’s order.
When questioned about the allegations against Paul whom he had appointed, former Assam chief minister
Tarun Gogoi blamed the BJP government for politicising the issue. He even
challenged the government to hand
over the case to the CBI. “The BJP has
been selective in its drive against corruption. The government is silent and
slow on scams in which BJP ministers
are involved,” Gogoi said.
Despite his fall from grace, Paul
has remained defiant, even threatening a senior police official during an
interrogation at the central jail in Guwahati where he is currently lodged.
Meanwhile, the President has
made a reference to the Supreme
Court on the Assam government’s
petition for the removal of Paul as
APSC chairman. The Sonowal government had already suspended him on
November 26. The matter would now
be viewed by the Supreme Court, after
which it will revert to the President’s
office with an opinion. “That the
President has made a reference to the
Supreme Court means that he is satisfied that a prima facie case has been
made out against the APSC chairman,” says Bijan Mahajan, special
public prosecutor, who is also a BJP
spokesperson.
But Sonowal is not worried about
the apex court’s decision nor does he
see these developments as a game of
one-upmanship. “It’s not a personal
issue. Our government has already
declared zero tolerance against corruption. The probing agencies have
full freedom to act against the corrupt
within the ambit of law,” he says. n
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LAVASA

STILL
BORN
CITY?

The future of Lavasa, dream project
of NCP strongman Sharad Pawar,
looks bleak after its status as special
planning authority is revoked
By Kiran D. Tare
Photographs by DANESH JASSAWALA

T

he Maharashtra government’s announcement
on May 23, revoking the
special planning authority
(SPA) status for Lavasa,
could have been passed off
as just another policy diktat—but for
the protagonists involved.
Lavasa, an under-construction
hill city near Pune, was originally visualised by Nationalist Congress Party
(NCP) strongman Sharad Pawar.
His son-in-law, Sadanand Sule, even
owned a 12.7 per cent stake in the
project until 2007. The history of the
project, though, goes back to the early
2000s. As the story goes, while being
flown from Mumbai to Pune in a
helicopter, Pawar spotted a large tract
of vacant land in the Mulshi valley
area of the Sahyadri mountain range
in Maharashtra. Thinking of it as an
ideal spot to plant a new, model city
(as conceived by his friend, Aniruddha
Deshpande), Pawar took the proposal
to realty baron Ajit Gulabchand and
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his company, HCC. Gulabchand is an
old friend of Pawar’s, and Lavasa City
Corporation (LCC), the firm responsible for the city’s construction, is part
of HCC’s real estate wing.
In 2001, the Maharashtra government sanctioned 10,000 acres of land
for the construction of this modern city,
which would be spread over 20 villages
and hamlets. The first phase of construction, Dasve, on 1,700 acres, began
in 2005 and has been completed. Work
on the second phase, Mugaon, is stalled
because of regulatory issues.
After the May 23 announcement, political observers were quick
to suggest that the fate of Lavasa is
yet another stick that chief minister
Devendra Fadnavis could wield against
the NCP and Pawar—whose nephew,
Ajit, is currently facing an Enforcement
Directorate probe in connection with
alleged benami companies bagging
irrigation contracts. The significance
of the move was not lost on Pawar, who
called on Fadnavis that very evening “to

discuss issues pertaining to farmers”.
While what they discussed remains
a secret, Pawar’s continuing interest
in Lavasa is well known. Lavasa was
the first private project to receive the
SPA tag, granting it the power to draw
up land use plans, develop land in its
jurisdiction and sanction construction.
The late Vilasrao Deshmukh, then chief
minister, had granted the project SPA
status at a special cabinet meeting held
at a Lavasa hotel in June 2007.
In 2010, construction came to a
halt because of restrictions imposed by
the Union ministry for environment—
Lavasa had become a pawn in a power
struggle between the Congress and
Pawar. That year, then Union minister
Jairam Ramesh had dispatched an official to Pune to serve LCC a stop-work
notice, citing destruction of the environment. It was a big blow to Pawar,
then Union agriculture minister.
Though the company soon overcame
the shock—undertaking a plantation
drive and taking measures to stop soil

ON THE ROCKS

Waterfront properties
at Lavasa hill city

erosion—the allegation that it was destroying the local environment stuck.
As a result, HCC had to postpone
its initial public offering (IPO) for Lavasa. The company has tried to launch
the IPO thrice since then, but the market let them down. HCC holds a 68 per
cent stake in LCC, with the remaining
held by the Avantha Group (17 per
cent), Venkateshwara Hatcheries (8.8
per cent) and the Maniar family (6.2
per cent). So far, several apartments
and bungalows have been constructed,
as well as hotels and conference halls.
A one BHK apartment in Lavasa today
costs about Rs 30 lakh, while the bungalows go for about Rs 4 crore. Among
the prominent buyers is former Union
minister Arun Shourie. “There was
no issue when I bought the property
there,” Shourie says. “I have no comments to offer on what will happen (to
Lavasa after the latest decision).”
Fadnavis’s decision to cancel Lavasa’s SPA status was based on a report
by the state public accounts committee

After losing
the SPA tag,
Lavasa will no
longer be entitled
to draw up
land use plans,
develop land
in its jurisdiction
or sanction
construction

(PAC) last year. The panel, headed by
Congress MLA Gopaldas Agrawal,
had noted that between October 2002
and February 2009, Lavasa purchased
214 hectares of land without taking the
necessary permissions. The land was
regulated under the Urban Land Ceiling Act, which mandates that the permission of the concerned district collector must be taken before purchasing
it. The collector’s office has recovered
penalties of Rs 11.9 crore from Lavasa
for flouting the norms. A 2012 report
by the Comptroller and Auditor General of India had also recommended
the cancellation of Lavasa’s SPA status.
“The PAC recommended revoking
Lavasa’s SPA status,” says Fadnavis.
“Now, the Pune Metropolitan Region
Development Authority (PMRDA) will
be the planning authority for it.”
The project has met with criticism
from environmental activists as well.
Vishwambhar Choudhary, who had
filed a petition in the Bombay High
Court, alleges that Lavasa violated
floor space index (FSI) norms while
constructing residential and commercial buildings. “Lavasa already has
[constructed] buildings in two of the
20 villages. I hope the remaining 18
will be saved now,” Choudhary says.
State BJP spokesperson Madhav
Bhandari, Choudhary’s co-petitioner,
also alleges that Lavasa’s construction
of a barrage at Varasgaon dam—which
supplies water to Pune—went against
the provisions of the Irrigation Act.
“Water was made available to Lavasa
because influential politicians are associated with it,” Bhandari alleges. An
LCC official denies allegations of FSI
violation and water diversion. “All construction was as per rules. The Krishna
Valley Corporation had allowed us to
construct the barrage. Moreover, the
government representative was at all
the SPA meetings. Let them do a scrutiny of our decisions,” he says.
Meanwhile, Fadnavis himself
downplayed the May 23 announcement, saying “Lavasa will now have to
approach the PMRDA for permissions.
If there are violations, an inquiry will
be conducted... but that does not mean
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LAVASA IN
NUMBERS
there will be one for every decision.” An
official with Fadnavis’s office, though,
says the CM’s statement was only for
show. “The PMRDA will go through
each and every paper pertaining to
Lavasa,” he says, pointing out that the
authority reports to the CM’s office.

AREA

10,000
acres

LOCATION
Mulshi valley, halfway between
Mumbai and Pune
Mumbai

Panvel
Lonavala

Pune

Kolad

Lavasa

L

avasa City Corporation, while
denying the allegations of
irregularities, tried to put a
positive face to the May 23 announcement. “This brings Lavasa into the
Pune metropolitan area, and the
company will benefit from the broader
urban development plan of the region,”
it said via a press release. An official
with LCC, who does not wish to be

LAVASA

when the government announced its
decision. I was expecting them to send
us a formal order in a day or two, but
even after a week we have not received
any communication,” he says. “We
don’t know what the exact order is yet.”
HCC itself is cagey on whether it sees a
concerted effort by the government to
create problems for it. A company official says that decision-making by the
government slowed down a few years
ago, and is still languishing. He refers
to another decision by the government
to delay a payment of Rs 640 crore,
due to HCC for the construction of the
Bandra-Worli sea link in Mumbai.
For her part, Supriya Sule, Sharad
Pawar’s daughter, has washed her

VILLAGES/HAMLETS

20

COMPLETED

1,700
acres across two villages

ESTIMATED POPULATION

200,000
(after completion)

ESTIMATED COST

4,000
crore

PROMOTER
Lavasa City Corporation, a
subsidiary of HCC

The name ‘Lavasa’ is derived from the
first letter of the names of the partners in
the project: Lalit Thapar, Ajit Gulabchand,
Viththal Maniar, Aniruddha Deshpande,
Sadanand Sule and Anuradha Desai
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STUCK IN THE VALLEY

A panoramic view of the budding hill city

identified, also dismisses allegations
of FSI violations and water diversion.
“We have [undertaken construction]
as per the rules. The Krishna Valley
Corporation allowed us to construct
the barrage. Moreover, the government always sent its representative to
the SPA meetings. They can conduct a
scrutiny of our decisions now.”
Gulabchand himself says he can’t
comment on the matter as he has not
yet received a formal order from the
government. “I was travelling abroad

hands of the project, saying that her
husband Sadanand had “very very
nominal” shares in Lavasa which he
sold “ages ago”. “I don’t have a view on
the Lavasa development,” she says. “We
sold [our] shares ages ago, before the
project became large. We personally
have zero financial association with it.”
She refuses to comment on Lavasa’s
future either. “It doesn’t concern me. It
is a decision taken by the government of
Maharashtra. I haven’t thought about
whether Lavasa has a future or not.” n
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In Learned
Company
Private universities have given a fillip to higher education.
The focus now is on quality, says INDIA TODAY’s survey
By Kaushik Deka
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T

HE INDIA TODAY GROUP’S annual Best Universities survey has
emerged as the most authoritative
commentary on higher education
in the country. The exercise, conducted by
the Nielsen Company, mirrors the emerging
trends in university education. As innovation has been the norm, the survey for 2017
ranks the universities across four streams—
general (arts, science and commerce), technical, medical and legal. With each passing
year, private universities have been challenging the traditional centres of learning.
While such competition is welcome, what’s
of concern is the performance of Indian universities on the global platform.
On June 9, when President Pranab
Mukherjee received the 2018 edition of the
QS World University Rankings compiled by
the Education Promotion Society of India,
he had reason to be pleased. Three institutions—Indian Institute of Technology,
Delhi, Indian Institute of Science, Bangalore, and Indian Institute of Technology,
Bombay—had found place in the list. The
president, however, sounded a word of caution that while there has been considerable
infrastructure expansion in higher education, the quality of education remains wor-

rying, and many Indians are pursuing their
higher education abroad. Numbers justify
his concern: as per official US data, some
166,000 Indians study in that country.
The Union government is taking steps
to stop this brain drain. The HRD ministry
has proposed to create 20 educational institutions, to be christened Institutions of
Eminence. Ten government and 10 private
institutions will be conferred the status, with
a Rs 10,000 crore funding for the former.
The government institutions will apply to
the ministry. A private university will need a
sponsoring organisation with a net worth of
Rs 5,000 crore, a detailed 15-year vision plan
and a five-year rolling implementation plan.
The Institutions of Eminence will be
selected by an empowered expert committee of three to five eminent persons appointed for three years, with the final approval of
the appointments committee of the Cabinet
headed by the prime minister. The institutions will have complete academic, administrative and financial autonomy and will
be free from the restrictive inspection regime of the University Grants Commission
(UGC) and the regulatory control over fee
and curriculum. They will have to achieve
a place in the top 500 of any of the global
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ENGINEERING SUCCESS Students at IIT, Kharagpur
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rankings within 10 years and eventually
climb to the top 100.
The idea appears to have originated
from a report by the T.S.R. Subramanianheaded Committee for Evolution of the New
Education Policy. It was set up by former
HRD minister Smrit Irani. One of the report’s recommendations reads: “Over the
next decade, at least 100 new centres for
excellence in the field of higher education
need to be established. If this is successfully accomplished, it will pave the way for
India to host major research and innovation
initiatives.” Though the ministry has junked
the report and Irani’s successor, Prakash
Javadekar, has announced he will set up a
new committee to formulate the education
policy, it’s heartening to see the government

take measures to improve higher education.
More changes are afoot. Higher education watchdogs such as the UGC and the
All India Council for Technical Education
will be replaced by the Higher Education
Empowerment Regulation Agency. A single regulator is being put in place to eliminate overlaps in jurisdiction and do away
with regulatory provisions that may now
be irrelevant. Several panels, such as the
Yashpal committee, National Knowledge
Commission, Hari Gautam committee and
Subramanian committee, had suggested
replacing the multiple regulatory authorities with a single entity. While the idea will
take a while to fructify, it could well be the
beginning of reforms the country’s higher
education sector is awaiting. n

How the universities were ranked

T

he india today Best Universities survey, conducted
by the Nielsen Company,
examined the country’s universities in four streams—general (arts,
science and commerce), technical,
medical and legal. Universities
that offer postgraduate courses
in these streams were considered.
Institutions of national importance specialising in only one area
of knowledge, such as engineering,
medicine and law, have also been
included in the survey. That’s why
premier institutes such as IITs and
AIIMS also find place in the list.
A list of 500 universities was
generated, based on secondary data
sources, such as the Internet, published reports and the Association
of Indian Universities Handbook,
and suggestions from experts.
Between February and March this
year, around 600 experts across the
country were asked to rank these
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universities. The experts—deans,
registrars, department heads,
professors and readers—were not
allowed to rate their own university.
The experts were asked to
distribute 100 points across
11 parameters:
Reputation of the university
Quality of academic input
Faculty
Research publications/reports/
projects
Student care
Infrastructure
Innovation and governance
Admission procedure
Placement opportunities /enrolment for higher education
Global exposure
Security for students

The ratings of experts determined the perceptual rank of a
university. In the next stage, the
universities were contacted for
factual data. Seventy universities responded to the survey with
detailed information.
The factual data was sought
on these parameters: admissions
and students’ performance, infrastructure, placements, academic
input, research and publication,
awards, industry interface and
faculty. All factual information
provided by a university was rescaled and then aggregated to get
an overall factual rank.
The universities that did not
provide factual data were not
considered. The perceptual rank
and the factual rank were combined to derive the final rankings.
Both ranks were given 50 per
cent weight. The overall score was
indexed to 100.
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Needed,
Academic Leaders
DINESH SINGH

S

OMETIME AGO, I
interviewed a large
number of young applicants—drawn from the
discipline of mathematics—for
the position of assistant professor. I was deeply disappointed to
learn that even though almost
all of them had been exposed
to the very practical real-world
discipline called fluid dynamics,
they were unaware of its important connection to the design of
aircrafts. In fact, they failed to
cite a single practical application
relevant in today’s world. In another case, just after the launch of
Chandrayaan, I was just as disappointed by a large group of IIT
undergraduates drawn from computer science, electrical engineering and mathematics, because
they were clueless not just about
the basic ideas behind the orbit of
Chandrayaan, but also seemed to
be unaware of how to figure out
the distance of the earth from the
moon and the sun. In yet another
case, in an experiment about five
years ago, the University of Delhi
invited a leading multinational
firm for a campus placement
exercise. The firm had a few
hundred openings, and all they
wanted were graduates (BAs/
BScs) who could communicate effectively and had basic analytical
skills. The university advertised
widely, and shortlisted 1,200 of

the best resumes it received. Blind
interviews were then organised—
the college names and family
backgrounds of the applicants
were not disclosed. The firm hired
only three students, and opined
that the exercise had been a complete waste of time.
The country faces several
challenges in the arena of education, such as the large numbers
of students that graduate high
school each year, the lack of
employability of university
and college graduates and the
deficient amount of high quality
knowledge generation that could
be of relevance to the needs of the
nation. Add to this the pedagogical practices that prevent good
knowledge from being imbibed,
and which are heavily reliant on
rote learning. We must recognise that Indian institutions of

WE NEED TO
TR AIN STUDENTS
TO THINK WITH
CLARITY AND
CRITICALITY
ON THEIR OWN
AND TO WORK
IN GROUPS

higher learning generally impart
knowledge through the blackboard, in traditional ways that do
not engender original thinking,
creativity or curiosity. There is
also a great lack of recognition
that knowledge and skills are two
sides of the same coin. Stemming
from this is an extreme reluctance on the part of knowledge
institutions to imbibe and engender a culture of project-based
trans-disciplinary learning.
Perhaps it will serve our
purposes better if we try and
identify the larger issues first,
which subsume the abovementioned problems. Some of us
may be tempted to venture the
suggestion that what we need is
a good policy framework. I differ
and I would like to state that essentially, a good policy has to be
almost invisible and must gently
engender and encourage good
ideas and good individuals.
To my mind the biggest threat
to our entire system of higher
education stems from the failure
of the prevailing situation to
produce, in a systematic manner,
a recognisable group of academic
leaders who have a bold vision
and are individuals of substance.
In the twisted bureaucratic processes that exist for the purpose
of identifying such persons, other
considerations invariably seem to
prevail over true enlightenment,
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and institutions generally end up
with lacklustre, and at times, even
downright incapable individuals
as their heads. Consider these
four examples: the first female
vice chancellor or university
president in the world was Hansa
Mehta, who proved herself when
she so capably led the Maharaja
Sayajirao University of Baroda as
its first vice chancellor. The second instance, of similar vintage,
relates to the appointment of
Maurice Gwyer as the vice chancellor of Delhi University. The
third is of the redoubtable Madan
Mohan Malviya, whose vision of a
university was second to none and
who needs no recounting on his
vision and capabilities as a university head. The final example is
that of Robert Goheen, who was
essentially responsible for transforming Princeton University.
He was an untenured assistant
professor, when, at age 37, he was

appointed president of the university. The sad truth is this: under
today’s University Grants Commission (UGC) regulations, none
of those four would qualify even
to be shortlisted for appointment
as the head of any educational
institution in India.

T

o my mind, the next issue
of importance is that of institutional autonomy. I am
compelled to recount an instance
from before Independence, when
Dr Amarnath Jha was the vice
chancellor of Allahabad University. After the departure of the
distinguished physicist Meghnad
Saha, Jha decided to replace him
with Nobel laureate Schrödinger,
and succeeded (with no questions asked by the equivalent of
the yet-to-be-born UGC!). As
luck would have it, the war broke
out and Schrödinger could not
join. Jha then replaced Saha with
Krishnan, who was a rising star.
Contrast this with my own experience as the vice chancellor of
the University of Delhi a couple of

YASIR IQBAL

THE GRIND Students from Jamia Millia Islamia’s law department
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years ago. During an interview,
I came across an exceptionally
bright young applicant who was
holding a tenure-track appointment at an Ivy League university,
and who wanted to move back
to India. All he asked for was the
position of associate professor.
The entire selection committee
averred that he was undeniably
superior to the candidates who
had applied for a full professorship. Alas, I was prevented by a
crass UGC regulation from offering him even the humble position
of associate professor. The same
UGC regulation would have
denied me the freedom to appoint
Srinivasa Ramanujan, had he
been around as an applicant.
Suppose we had a situation
in which the heads of institutions
were chosen well, in an enlightened and dispassionate manner.
What, then, are the other major
impediments that need to be
taken care of?
I have noticed that our institutions consistently suffer from
a lack of continuity of vision, associated with changes at the helm
of institutions. Some change is inevitable with every new appointment at the top, and is necessary
as well. The trouble occurs when
drastic changes are mindlessly
implemented by new incumbents,
and institutions lurch from one
direction to another. In my own
understanding, one sure way
of minimising these Brownian
motion like trajectories of our
institutions of higher learning is
to allow successful institutional
heads—who have proved themselves in their jobs—a certain
renewal in appointment. A simple
illustration should suffice: Princeton University was ably served
and rose to great heights when

BEST
UNIVERSITIES

Goheen stayed at the helm for
15 years; Gwyer stayed on for 12
years and elevated the University
of Delhi and Amarnath Jha’s 16year stint at Allahabad University
brought about a golden period.

T

here has been much talk
of a centrally driven policy
to oversee education in
India. We have had such policies
in the past too. I do not see much
good coming from that. I have
failed to find any major federally
driven policy initiative that made
Harvard or Cambridge what
they are today. Rather, to the
contrary, they were mostly left
alone. I feel we are obsessed with
centralised micro-management,
which is very counterproductive as it kills initiative-taking
abilities at the institutional level.
The less of a policy we have, the
better. Almost every university in
India—centrally funded or state
funded—has been compelled
by the UGC and the ministry of
human resource development to
have an essentially common curriculum. Contrast this with the
examples of Harvard and MIT—
which, despite being next door
to each other, have such different
approaches to the mathematics curriculum, both of which
are worthy in their own right. A
single genotype will only ensure
that the entire system dies out for
lack of diversity. Of course, I am
not prescribing anarchy—once
again, the key words for policymaking are: enlightened, liberal
and non-prescriptive.
To this we must add the need
to abolish bodies like the UGC,
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the AICTE and the ICTE, and to
create a unified, more responsive
and enlightened body that is also
in close alignment with a similarly reborn avatar of the Medical
Council of India and other such
bodies. It disappoints me that
not a single medical institution
in India worth its name has any
worthwhile incorporation and
use of ideas stemming from
computer science, mathematics,
physics, engineering and so on.
Incidentally, institutions of architecture also do not have similarly
needed connections with math-

MICRO
MANAGEMENT
IS COUNTER
PRODUCTIVE
AS IT KILLS
INITIATIVE
TAKING ABILITIES
AT INSTITUTIONS

ematics and other disciplines. In
the modern world, it is becoming
increasingly difficult to tell the
difference between ideas of engineering or physics or mathematics or computer science or even
the humanities. We were good at
this in the past and so we could
produce a Pingala 200 years
before Christ. Today, we have
missed out on producing a Chomsky simply because students of
Sanskrit are not exposed to the
ideas emanating from mathematics or computer science.

University and knowledge
systems have to reinvent themselves. They will have to take recourse to technology—for many
reasons—but essentially for pedagogical and research purposes.
So much of learning can now be
based on what is available on the
web. All we need is access to this
material for students who shall
have been trained to think with
clarity and criticality on their
own and who work in groups for
hands-on projects connected to
the real world. Peer-led learning is increasingly becoming the
norm and for the right reasons.
The teacher of today must become more of a mentor.
Our institutions must
recognise that knowledge exists
in various ways in the real world
and that it is in their interest to
dissolve, to a large extent, the
boundaries that exist between
the real world and formal knowledge systems. Institutions must
focus on stimulating undergraduates by connecting them
with the needs and challenges of
the nation and of society. They
must be inspired by such challenges and they will then begin to
think in innovative and creative
ways. I tried this at the University of Delhi with great success.
Undergraduates who went
through such exposure in a single
year began to produce research
papers and patents. They even
began to be far more driven by
entrepreneurial impulses, and
the University of Delhi became a
pioneer, of sorts, in the realm of
startups.
The author is former Vice
Chancellor, University of Delhi, and
Distinguished Senior Hackspace
Fellow, Imperial College, London
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Minds Inc.
Recent controversies apart, JNU remains an
equal opportunity provider for independent
thinking and research
By Siddhartha Rai

O

NCE TUCKED AWAY IN A REMOTE CORNER of Delhi amid the
undulating ridges of the Aravallis,
the Jawaharlal Nehru University, better known just as JNU, today is in the thick of
things, ideologically as well as geographically.
Priding itself on being the only central university
in the country that is research-oriented, not just
doling out degrees, it is often derided by adversaries for presuming to think that any thought
process in the country begins here.
Over the years, the varsity has grown into
an organic being with a life of its own. The
organic unity of the campus is not just physical—contained in its many small dhabas, barber shops and canteens—but also in the unique
student-faculty relationship, a reconfigured
guru-shishya relationship as it were.
Being a politically conscious campus that
believes ‘JNU thinks today that India thinks
tomorrow’, the varsity has been in the middle
of several controversies in recent times, be it
Afzal Guru’s commemoration in February last
year that sparked off a debate on azadi to the
disappearance of its student Najeeb Ahmed in
October. But the university seems to have survived the battering to its image, emerging as the
best university of India.
In March this year, it bagged the ‘Visitor’s Award’ for the best central university in
the country. The honour, which was handed
by President Pranab Mukherjee to vice chancellor M. Jagadesh Kumar, was instituted in
2015, to encourage a spirit of healthy competition in universities. As many as nine central
universities, including Jamia Millia Islamia, the
Aligarh Muslim University and Banaras Hindu

WHY JNU IS THE BEST
“It has a high concentration of outstanding faculty and bright
students”
“We also have good
autonomy in running
the university. Our
academic programmes
and syllabus, teaching
and evaluation methodologies and, most of all,
the selection process
are decided entirely by
the university”
“A crucial component
is to teach students
entrepreneurial skills”
M. Jagadesh Kumar,
Vice Chancellor, JNU
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NAME OF THE UNIVERSITY
(SCIENCE/ COMMERCE/ ARTS)

Research
publica- Student
Quality
Reputationof academic Faculty tions/
care
university
reports /
input
projects

InnovaInfration and
strucgoverture
nance

Admission
procedure

Universities

PlaceSecurity
ment
Global arrangeopportu- exposure ments for
nities
students

Total
perceptual
rank

Factual
rank

Overall
score

1

JAWAHARLAL NEHRU UNIVERSITY, DELHI

1

1

2

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

11

100.00

2

UNIVERSITY OF DELHI

2

2

1

2

2

2

2

2

2

2

1

2

14

99.09

3

ALIGARH MUSLIM UNIVERSITY

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

7

50.27

4

CALCUTTA UNIVERSITY

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

1

41.39

5

UNIVERSITY OF HYDERABAD, KUPPAM

5

5

5

5

5

5

5

5

5

5

5

5

21

28.68

6

PONDICHERRY UNIVERSITY

6

6

6

7

6

6

6

6

7

6

6

6

7

26.61

7

BANGALORE UNIVERSITY

7

7

7

6

7

7

7

7

6

7

7

7

16

25.74

8

CHRIST UNIVERSITY, BENGALURU

9

9

8

8

8

9

8

9

9

8

8

8

5

15.87

9

ANDHRA UNIVERSITY, HYDERABAD

10

9

9

9

9

10

10

8

8

9

9

9

13

15.59

10

SYMBIOSIS INTERNATIONAL UNIVERSITY,
PUNE

8

8

11

11

10

8

8

10

11

9

11

10

4

15.12

11

ANNAMALAI UNIVERSITY, ANNAMALAINAGAR

11

11

10

10

11

11

11

10

10

11

10

11

26

14.49

12

CALICUT UNIVERSITY, KOZHIKODE

14

12

12

12

12

12

12

12

12

12

12

12

25

10.85

13

MAHATMA GANDHI KASHI VIDYAPITH,
VARANASI

12

13

13

13

14

12

13

14

13

13

14

13

37

10.32

14

ACHARYA NAGARJUNA UNIVERSITY, GUNTUR

15

15

14

14

15

14

14

13

14

14

13

14

10

9.86

15

KERALA UNIVERSITY, THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

12

16

16

16

13

15

14

15

15

15

14

15

31

9.58

16

CHANDIGARH UNIVERSITY, PUNJAB

16

14

15

15

16

16

16

16

15

16

16

16

14

9.27

17

BANASTHALI VIDYAPITH, JAIPUR

17

18

17

17

17

17

18

17

17

17

17

17

2

7.98

18

BURDWAN UNIVERSITY, WEST BENGAL

18

17

18

17

18

18

17

17

18

18

18

18

17

7.77

19

COCHIN UNIVERSITY OF SCIENCE &
TECHNOLOGY

19

19

19

20

19

21

20

21

19

22

19

19

39

6.64

20

SRM UNIVERSITY, CHENNAI

20

20

21

19

19

19

21

21

20

20

20

20

11

6.58

21

DR BABASAHEB AMBEDKAR MARATHWADA
UNIVERSITY, AURANGABAD

22

21

22

21

21

22

19

20

21

19

22

21

7

6.39

22

JAIN UNIVERSITY, BENGALURU

21

22

20

21

21

20

22

23

25

22

21

22

6

6.25

23

CMR UNIVERSITY, BENGALURU

24

24

24

24

25

23

24

19

21

21

23

23

34

5.94

24

BHARATHIAR UNIVERSITY, COIMBATORE

25

22

23

21

24

25

23

24

23

22

24

24

20

5.83

25

PUNJABI UNIVERSITY, PATIALA

26

26

25

25

23

24

25

25

23

25

24

25

29

5.54

26

UNIVERSITY OF KOTA, RAJASTHAN

23

25

26

26

26

27

26

26

26

28

29

26

34

5.01

27

AMITY UNIVERSITY, LUCKNOW

28

27

27

26

27

26

27

29

28

26

26

27

3

4.69

28

SAURASHTRA UNIVERSITY, RAJKOT

29

27

28

28

28

28

27

27

27

29

27

28

22

4.49

29

DR C.V. RAMAN UNIVERSITY, KOTA, RAJASTHAN

27

27

29

29

29

30

29

27

30

27

28

29

24

4.22

30

JAIPUR NATIONAL UNIVERSITY

30

30

30

30

30

29

30

30

28

30

30

30

17

3.71
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University, were in contention. The universities
were judged on several parameters such as studentfaculty ratio, research output, university ranking
and patents filed.
The current university dispensation, led by its
IITian V-C reflects a new energy. “We have a high
concentration of outstanding faculty and bright
students,” says Kumar. “We also have good autonomy in running the university. Our academic
programmes and syllabus, teaching and evaluation
methodologies as well as the selection process are
decided by the university. We also try and take the
knowledge we impart to society to help it face challenges. A crucial component, therefore, is to teach
students entrepreneurial skills.”
Academic vibrancy apart, the socio-cultural
atmosphere on the campus too is very alive. Individual hostels host ‘hostel nights’ where students
from other hostels are invited. Nothing illustrates
the spirit of unity and revelry better than Holi on
the campus. A ‘chaat sammelan’ in which stand-up
comics from across the varsity showcase their talent
culminates in celebrations on the Jhelum lawns.
The presidential debate before the student elections is another much-anticipated event on the campus. Students of various political outfits cross ideological swords at the event to sway voters in their
favour. Interestingly, JNU has its own constitution,
according to which no printed material and posters
are allowed on the campus. JNU politics, therefore,
is hand-crafted in a sense. Student-activists paint
their own posters to advertise their ideology.
“JNU is unlike other universities and colleges
of India,” says Riteish Kumar, a PhD student at the
School of International Studies. “Being a completely
residential campus, it gives students a chance to bond
as a community of their own. All are equal. All survive on the same food, same books and thrive on the
same teachers. The campus gives a fair chance to all.”
Social hierarchy is left strictly outside the gates.
Students from the most humble backgrounds join
those from privileged backgrounds in a spirit of
inquiry. Inside the classrooms, as well as outside
them, the discussions are egalitarian, carrying on
long into the night over chai and egg paranthas at
Ganga dhaba or elsewhere.
Not surprisingly, JNU boasts illustrious alumni.
Dubbed a factory for civil servants, it counts foreign
secretary Subrahmanyam Jaishankar among them.
It has also been alma mater to several leading po-

STAR ALUMNI

S. JAISHANKAR
FOREIGN
SECRETARY
P h D, MP hil

NIRMALA
SITHARAMAN
M o S (IC) FOR
COMMERCE AND
INDUSTRY
MA

AMITABH KANT
CEO, NITI AAYOG
MA
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PRESIDENT
PRANAB
MUKHERJEE
GAVE THE
VISITOR’S
AWARD TO JNU
ON MARCH 6
THIS YEAR FOR
BEING THE BEST
CENTRAL
UNIVERSITY IN
THE COUNTRY

2,602
PhDs AWARDED
BETWEEN 2011
AND 2016

Rankings based on combined
perceptual and factual ranks

TOP

Rankings based on
factual rank only

GOVERNMENT

PRIVATE UNIVERSITIES

1

JAWAHARLAL NEHRU UNIVERSITY, NEW DELHI

1

AMITY UNIVERSITY, LUCKNOW

2

UNIVERSITY OF DELHI

2

SRM INSTITUTE OF SCIENCES & TECHNOLOGY, SRM
UNIVERSITY, CHENNAI

3

ALIGARH MUSLIM UNIVERSITY

3

MS RAMAIAH UNIVERSITY OF APPLIED SCIENCES,

4

UNIVERSITY OF HYDERABAD, KUPPAM

3

KL UNIVERSITY, GUNTUR

5

PONDICHERRY UNIVERSITY

5

PES UNIVERSITY, BENGALURU

PRIVATE

6

INDRAPRASTHA INSTITUTE OF INFORMATION
TECHNOLOGY, NEW DELHI

1

CHRIST UNIVERSITY, BENGALURU

7

SAVEETHA UNIVERSITY, CHENNAI

2

SYMBIOSIS INTERNATIONAL UNIVERSITY, PUNE

8

INTERNATIONAL INSTITUTE OF INFORMATION
TECHNOLOGY, HYDERABAD

3

CHANDIGARH UNIVERSITY, PUNJAB

8

JAIN UNIVERSITY, BENGALURU

4

BANASTHALI VIDYAPITH, JAIPUR

10

MANAV RACHANA INTERNATIONAL UNIVERSITY,

5

SRM UNIVERSITY, CHENNAI
11

JAIPUR NATIONAL UNIVERSITY, JAIPUR

12

THE NORTHCAP UNIVERSITY, GURGAON

13

GALGOTIAS UNIVERSITY, GREATER NOIDA

13

GANPAT UNIVERSITY, GANPAT VIDYA NAGAR, GUJARAT

15

SHRI RAMSWAROOP MEMORIAL UNIVERSITY,

STUDENTSPEAK

“All are equal in
JNU. All survive
on the same food,
the same books
and thrive on the
same teachers. The
campus gives
a fair chance
to all”
RITESH KUMAR
P h D, SCHOOL OF
INTERNATIONAL
STUDIES

BENGALURU

FARIDABAD

LUCKNOW

litical figures, among them former Union
minister Digvijaya Singh, minister of state
(independent charge) Nirmala Sitharaman,
CPI(M) leader Prakash Karat. Psephologist
Yogendra Yadav is from JNU as is journalist
P. Sainath, and actor Swara Bhaskar.
Joining their ranks most recently is the
iron-spirited Ummel Kher. Afflicted with
brittle bone disease and abandoned by her
family for having ambitions, Kher lived and
studied in a JJ cluster before joining JNU
and cracking the civil service exam this year,
ranking 420th on the merit list.
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PRIVATE UNIVERSITIES ( Established after 2000)
Rankings based on perceptual rank only

2017

NAME OF THE UNIVERSITY

ESTABLISHED

2017

NAME OF THE UNIVERSITY

ESTABLISHED

1

SYMBIOSIS INTERNATIONAL UNIVERSITY, PUNE

2002

26

AP GOYAL SHIMLA UNIVERSITY, HIMACHAL PRADESH

2012

2

AMRITA UNIVERSITY, CHENNAI

2003

27

CHITKARA UNIVERSITY, PUNJAB

2010

3

AHMEDABAD UNIVERSITY

2009

28

APEEJAY STYA UNIVERSITY, GURGAON

2010

4

CHANDIGARH UNIVERSITY, PUNJAB

2012

29

SHARDA UNIVERSITY, GREATER NOIDA

2009

5

ALLIANCE UNIVERSITY, BENGALURU

2010

30

KALINGA UNIVERSITY, RAIPUR, CHHATTISGARH

2011

6

JAIN UNIVERSITY, BENGALURU

2009

31

ORIENTAL UNIVERSITY, INDORE

2011

7

CMR UNIVERSITY, BENGALURU

2013

32

SHRI RAMSWROOP MEMORIAL UNIVERSITY ,

2012

8

AZIM PREMJI UNIVERSITY, BENGALURU

2010

33

INDUS UNIVERSITY, AHMEDABAD, GUJARAT

9

AMITY UNIVERSITY, NOIDA

2003

34

KARPAGAM ACADEMY OF HIGHER EDUCATION,

2008

10

ASSAM DOWNTOWN UNIVERSITY, GUWAHATI

2010

35

THE GLOCAL UNIVERSITY, SAHARANPUR, UTTAR PRADESH

2012

11

AMITY UNIVERSITY, LUCKNOW

2010

36

EASTERN INSTITUTE FOR INTEGRATED LEARNING IN
MANAGEMENT UNIVERSITY, SIKKIM

2006

12

DR C.V. RAMAN UNIVERSITY, BILASPUR, CHHATTISGARH

2006

37

SINGHANIA UNIVERSITY, JHUNJHUNU

2007

13

AMITY UNIVERSITY, JAIPUR

2008

38

MARTIN LUTHER CHRISTIAN UNIVERSITY, SHILLONG

2005

14

AMITY UNIVERSITY, GURGAON

2010

39

UNIVERSITY OF SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY, MEGHALAYA

2008

15

NIMS UNIVERSITY, JAIPUR

2008

40

NIRMA UNIVERSITY OF SCIENCE & TECH, AHMEDABAD

2003

16

SHIV NADAR UNIVERSITY, GREATER NOIDA

2011

41

JODHPUR NATIONAL UNIVERSITY

2008

17

JAIPUR NATIONAL UNIVERSITY

2007

42

AMRITA UNIVERSITY, COIMBATORE

2003

18

KARUNYA INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY & SCIENCES,

2004

43

MANAV BHARTI UNIVERSITY, SOLAN, HP

2009

19

SWAMI VIVEKANAND SUBHARTI UNIVERSITY, MEERUT

2008

44

SUNRISE UNIVERSITY, ALWAR

2011

20

AMITY UNIVERSITY, GWALIOR

2010

45

DEV SANSKRITI VISHWAVIDYALAYA, HARIDWAR

2002

21

LOVELY PROFESSIONAL UNIVERSITY, PHAGWARA

2005

46

PRATAP UNIVERSITY, JAIPUR

2011

22

OP JINDAL UNIVERSITY, SONIPAT

2009

47

JAGANNATH UNIVERSITY, JAIPUR

2008

23

ITM UNIVERSITY, GWALIOR

2011

48

BAHRA UNIVERSITY, WAKNAGHAT, HP

2011

24

CHITKARA UNIVERSITY, HIMACHAL PRADESH

2009

49

SRI SAI UNIVERSITY, PALAMPUR, HP

2010

25

ASSAM DON BOSCO UNIVERSITY, GUWAHATI

2008

50

UTTARANCHAL UNIVERSITY, DEHRADUN

2002

COIMBATORE

LUCKNOW

COIMBATORE, TAMIL NADU

2006/2012
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RED BRICK ROAD Down a sylvan lane on the campus

FESTIVAL TIME
Hostel nights where students from other
hostels are invited; Chaat Sammelan
where stand-up comics showcase their
talent, preceding Holi celebrations on the
Jhelum lawns; Presidential debate where
students of different political outfits cross
ideological swords to sway voters
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Ready Reckoner
PUBLIC/
PRIVATE

ESTABLISHED

JAWAHARLAL NEHRU UNIVERSITY, NEW DELHI

PUBLIC

1969

New Mehrauli Road,
New Delhi 110 067

www.jnu.ac.in

UNIVERSITY OF DELHI

PUBLIC

1922

North Campus, Mall Road,
Delhi 110 007

www.du.ac.in

ALIGARH MUSLIM UNIVERSITY

PUBLIC

1875

AMU Campus, Aligarh, 202 002

www.amu.ac.in

UNIVERSITY OF HYDERABAD, KUPPAM

PUBLIC

1974

Prof CR Rao Road, PO Central University,
Gachibowli, Hyderabad 530 001

www.uohyd.ac.in

PONDICHERRY UNIVERSITY

PUBLIC

1985

R.Venkatraman Nagar, Kalapet, Puducherry
605 014

www.pondiuni.edu.in

BANGALORE UNIVERSITY

PUBLIC

1964

Jnana Bharathi Campus,
Bengaluru 560 056

http://www.bangaloreuniversity.ac.in

CHRIST UNIVERSITY, BENGALURU

PRIVATE

1969

Hosur Road, Dairy Circle,
Bengaluru 560 029

www.christuniversity.in

ANDHRA UNIVERSITY, VISAKHAPATNAM

PUBLIC

1926

Waltair, Visakhapatnam, Andhra Pradesh
530 003

www.auvsp.edu.in

SYMBIOSIS INTERNATIONAL UNIVERSITY, PUNE

PRIVATE

2002

Gram Lavale, Tal Mulshi Dist,
Pune 412 115

www.siu.sc.in

ANNAMALAI UNIVERSITY

PUBLIC

1929

Annamalainagar, Chidambaram Tamil Nadu
608 001

www.annamalaiuniversity@.ac.in

CALICUT UNIVERSITY, KOZHIKODE

PUBLIC

1968

Calicut University PO, Malappuram Dist,
Kozhikode, Kerala 673 635

www.universityofcalicut.info

MAHATMA GANDHI KASHI VIDYAPEETH, VARANASI

PUBLIC

1921

Englishiya Line Cantt, Varanasi, Uttar Pradesh
221 002

www.mgkvp.ac.in

ACHARYA NAGARJUNA UNIVERSITY, GUNTUR

PUBLIC

1976

Nagarjuna Nagar, Guntur, Andhra Predesh
522 510

www.anu.ac.in

KERALA UNIVERSITY, THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

PUBLIC

1937

University Buildings, Palayam,
Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala 695 033

www.keralauniversity.ac.in

CHANDIGARH UNIVERSITY, PUNJAB

PRIVATE

2012

Gharuan, Mohali, Punjab 140 413

www.cuchd.in

BANASTHALI VIDYAPITH, TONK, RAJASTHAN

PVT.
DEEMED

1935

PO Banasthali Vidyapith, Dist Tonk, Rajasthan
304 022

www.banasthali.org

NAME OF THE UNIVERSITY

ADDRESS

WEBSITE
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UNIVERSITIES
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Ready Reckoner
NAME OF THE COLLEGE

PUBLIC/
PRIVATE

ESTABLISHED

COCHIN UNIVERSITY OF SCIENCE &
TECHNOLOGY

PUBLIC

1971

Kochi, Kerala 682 022

www.cusat.ac.in

SRM UNIVERSITY

PVT
DEEMED

1985

SRM Nagar, Kattankulathur, Kanchipuram
District, Tamil Nadu 603 203

www.srmuniv.ac.in

DR BABASAHEB AMBEDKAR MARATHWADA
UNIVERSITY, AURANGABAD

PUBLIC

1958

University Campus, Near Soneri Mahal,
Jaisingpura, Aurangabad, Maharashtra 431 004

www.bamu.ac.in

JAIN UNIVERSITY, BENGALURU

PRIVATE

2009

Jain Global Campus Nh 209 Jakkasandra
Post Ramangara Dist Karnataka 562112,
Bangalore,562112

www.jainuniversity.ac.in

CMR UNIVERSITY, BENGALURU

PRIVATE

2013

23rd Cross, 6th A Main Hrbr Layout, Kalyan
Nagar, Bengaluru 560 043

www.cmr.edu.in

BHARATHIAR UNIVERSITY, COIMBATORE

PUBLIC

1982

Maruthamalai Road, Coimbatore 641 046

www.b-u.ac.in

PUNJABI UNIVERSITY, PATIALA

PUBLIC

1962

Rajpura Road, Patiala, Punjab, 147 002

www,punjabiuniversity.ac.in

UNIVERSITY OF KOTA

PUBLIC

2003

M.B.S. Marg, Near Kabir Circle, Kota, Rajasthan
324 005

www.uok.ac.in

AMITY UNIVERSITY, NOIDA

PRIVATE

2010

University Campus, Sector 125, Noida 201 307

anup.amity.edu

SAURASHTRA UNIVERSITY, RAJKOT

PUBLIC

1967

University Campus, University Road, Rajkot,
Gujarat 360 005

www.saurashtrauniversity.edu

DR C.V. RAMAN UNIVERSITY

PRIVATE

2006

Kargi Road, Kota Bilaspur, Chhattisgarh,
435 113

www.cvru.ac.in

JAIPUR NATIONAL UNIVERSITY

PRIVATE

2007

Jagatpura, Jaipur, Rajasthan 302 017

www.jnujaipur.ac.in

SOLAPUR UNIVERSITY

PUBLIC

2004

Solapur, Pune National Highway, Kegaon 413 255

http://su.digitaluiversity.acw

ITM UNIVERSITY, GWALIOR

PRIVATE

2011

AH 43 Bypass, Jhansi Road, Gwalior, Madhya
Pradesh 474 001

www.itmuniversity.ac.in

PUBLIC

1983

Tapovan Road, Amravati 444 602

www.sgbau.ac.in

SHARDA UNIVERSITY, GREATER NOIDA

PRIVATE

2009

Plot No. 3,234, Knowledge Park 3, Greater
Noida, UP 201 306

www.sharda.ac.in

NORTH MAHARASHTRA UNIVERSITY, JALGAON

PUBLIC

1990

Umavi Nagar, PB No. 80, Jalgaon, Maharashtra
425 001

http://nmu.ac.in

SHRI MATA VAISHNO DEVI UNIVERSITY, KATRA

PUBLIC

1999

Network Centre, Sub-Post Office,
Katra, Jammu 182 320

www.smvdu.ac.in

VINOBA BHAVE UNIVERSITY, HAZARIBAGH

PUBLIC

1992

Sindoor Hazaribagh, Jharkhand 825 301

www.vbu.ac.in

PRIVATE

1997

Sector 43, Aravali Hills, Delhi-Surajkund Road,
Faridabad 121 004

www.mriu.edu.in

PUBLIC

1987

Suryamani Nagar, Tripura 799 022

www.tripurauniv.in

SANT GADGE BABA AMRAVATI UNIVERSITY,
AMRAVATI

MANAV RACHNA INTERNATIONAL UNIVERSITY,
FARIDABAD

TRIPURA UNIVERSITY, AGARTALA

ADDRESS

COLLEGE WEBSITE

TECHNICAL

IIT
Kharagpur

EXPERIMENTS WITH LIFE IIT Kharagpur students at the lab
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Crucible of

TECHNICAL

Excellence
Aside from technical excellence,
IIT Kharagpur offers students
the chance to develop their
extra-curricular interests

STAR ALUMNI

By Romita Datta

O

N A 2.2 KM LONG road, fondly referred to as Scholar’s Avenue, images of many of the country’s biggest
names stand shoulder to shoulder.
Jawaharlal Nehru, Acharya Jagadish Chandra
Bose, Maulana Azad, Sardar Patel, Naidu and
Rani Laxmi Bai are all there, each representing a hostel. So when Google’s chief executive
officer Sundar Pichai visits his alma mater
and shouts “Nehru ka tempo high hai”, he is
greeted with a roar of applause as the students
of his hostel make their approval known.
Welcome to one of the country’s premier
engineering colleges—the Indian Institute of
Technology, Kharagpur (IIT-KGP). Spread
over 2,100 acres of land, with lush green-

ARVIND
KEJRIWAL
CHIEF MINISTER,
DELHI
BATCH OF 1989

D. SUBBARAO
FORMER RBI
GOVERNOR
BATCH OF 1969

SUBIR HALDER

DIRECTORSPEAK

“IIT Kharagpur is
not just a ‘techno
organisation’. It is
an institute which
allows convergence
of multiple
disciplines”

SUNDAR
PICHAI
CEO, GOOGLE
BATCH OF 1993

PARTHA P.
CHAKR ABARTI,
DIRECTOR, IIT,
KHAR AGPUR
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INDIAN INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY,
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Total
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rank
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rank
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score

1

1

1

1

1

2

1

2

1

1

1

1

1

100.00

IIT, DELHI

2

2

1

2

2

1

2

1

2

2

1

2

10

99.21

3

IIT, GUWAHATI

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

5

38.11

4

NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY,

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

12

28.25

5

NIT, ROURKELA

5

5

5

5

5

5

5

5

5

5

5

5

6

16.97

6

IIT, GANDHINAGAR

6

6

6

5

6

6

6

6

6

6

5

6

10

15.08

7

INTERNATIONAL INSTITUTE OF
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY, HYDERABAD

7

7

7

7

7

7

7

7

7

7

7

7

7

10.28

8

JAWAHARLAL NEHRU TECHNOLOGICAL
UNIVERSITY, HYDERABAD

7

8

8

8

8

8

8

8

8

9

8

8

8

9.27

9

IIT, BHUBANESWAR

9

9

9

9

9

9

9

9

9

8

8

9

4

8.24

10

INDRAPRASTHA INSTITUTE OF
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY, NEW DELHI

11

10

10

10

10

10

10

10

10

10

10

10

3

6.92

11

PANJAB UNIVERSITY, CHANDIGARH

10

10

11

11

11

10

10

11

11

10

11

11

15

6.61

12

MS RAMAIAH UNIVERSITY OF APPLIED
SCIENCES, BENGALURU

12

12

12

12

12

12

12

12

12

12

12

12

2

5.12

13

PUNJABI UNIVERSITY, PATIALA

13

13

13

13

13

13

13

13

13

13

13

13

14

2.97

14

LNM INSTITUTE OF INFORMATION
TECHNOLOGY, JAIPUR

14

14

14

14

14

14

14

15

14

14

14

14

12

1.46

15

NIT, AGARTALA

14

15

15

14

15

15

15

14

15

14

15

15

8

1.27

KHARAGPUR

SURATHK AL

114

PATENTS
GRANTED
TO IIT,
KHARAGPUR
BETWEEN
2014 AND 2016
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ery, lakes, broad lawns and huge trees in
every direction, the university also boasts
stadiums, tennis courts, hockey, football
and cricket grounds, as well as a gym and a
swimming pool. The architecture follows a
simple principle—lots of air and light—and
offers students a great deal of space.
Without any formal boundary, IIT-KGP
has succeeded in walling off the distracting
influences of the outside world. Be it Kanhaiya Kumar or the beef ban, nothing ruffles or
unsettles them. Politics, or ‘poltu’ in IIT-KGP
lingo, is the last thing on their minds—except,
of course, around February each year, when
students elect their vice president, the highest
post available to them. In general, though,
students are more concerned with ‘machao’/

J U N E 2 6 , 2 017

‘makhao’ (doing well/ flunking an exam) than
they are with poltu.
Students say that life at IIT-KGP is a
great deal of fun. Here’s a snapshot. It’s just
past midnight. “Enough of muggo-maro
(mugging)!” someone declares. “It’s time for
some bhaat maro (random conversations)!”
Though the library’s lights are switched off
at the stroke of 12, the night is still young on
Scholar’s Avenue. Students are spilling out
of their hostels and research labs. They have
taken up the road and the sidewalks; and
someone is singing Give Me Some Sunshine
from the evergreen 3 Idiots, backed up by the
melodic strumming of a guitar.
“Our institute is not just about academics,” says Burudi Aditya, a second-year

TECHNICAL

student of computer science. “It is not
just about students developing in their
areas of specialisation. There are a
plethora of other options as well—foreign languages, visual communication, entrepreneurship, finance and
film-making, for example—which can
be taken up as parallel micro-credit or
micro-specialisation courses.”
There are 30 micro-specialisation
courses at IIT Kharagpur. among
them photonics, intellectual property
rights, quality engineering, management, law, social science, ocean engineering, geo-scientific exploration and
foreign languages. These courses are
meant to be taken up as ‘breadth’ subjects to add value to student’s degrees.
Taking courses like these also adds to
the employability factor of the ‘core’ or
‘depth’ subjects. This means that at the
end of a BTech course, a graduate from
IIT-KGP is more than just a techie.
Aside from the technological skills
they gain, graduates could also be language scholars or cinematographers,
or even have a degree in geo-science.
As the institute’s director, Partha
P. Chakrabarti, says, “IIT-KGP is not
just a ‘techno organisation’. It is an
institute which allows for the convergence of multiple disciplines—a melting pot of technology and creativity. In
the same class, we have engineers, lawyers and medicos, and this convergence
is the hallmark of our new agenda. We
transform the lives of our budding engineers, who in turn contribute to the
transformation of IIT Kharagpur. ”
“IIT-KGP is not just our college,” agrees
Kasturi Saha, a fifth-year student of
metallurgy. “It is our world. To be honest, I don’t even feel like going home for
vacations.” “There is no life beyond IITKGP,” continues the director. “There
are no shopping malls nearby, no decent cinema halls. But in the backyard
of the railway colony of Kharagpur,
IIT-KGP has everything.”
Sreelatha Challa, a second-year

WHAT MAKES IT THE BEST?
It offers students industry exposure
and project-based learning
Flexible academics allows for a
convergence of disciplines. Microspecialisation and micro-credit
courses enhance the skills and
employability of graduates
Offers students the chance to
develop both their professional prospects and their personal interests

NEW SCHOOLS AND
COURSES IN THE PAST
FIVE YEARS
Petroleum engineering
Science of happiness
Computational and data acience
School of quality and reliability
engineering

NEW INNOVATIONS
AMBUSENS
Life-saving technology that can be
fitted in ambulances to allow remote
monitoring of patients by doctors
IRON-FORTIFIED RICE
A production process to produce
an iron-fortified rice premix, to help
combat anaemia
BIOFUEL MANUFACTURE
The university has also created a
cheap, quick and pollution-free
process to manufacutre biofuels
RESEARCH PAPERS
SUBMITTED BY FACULTY

2016

2,005

2013

1,834

2015

2,075

2012

1,794

2014

2,036
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95%

OF STUDENTS
OPT FOR JOBS,
AND OVER 75
PER CENT ARE
PLACED

biotechnology student, who travelled to
Kharagpur from Hyderabad, recalls her beginning at IIT-KGP. She says that teachers
and teaching assistants take extra care with
freshmen, ensuring constant guidance till
they become confident enough of managing
on their own. “First-year students are accommodated in hostels exclusively meant for
freshers,” says Saha. “The idea is to insulate
them for a while. Ragging is a strict no-no. In
fact, we have a different word for what we do:
orientation.” From the second year on, students are not only assigned to specific halls/
houses (Nehru, Homi J. Bhabha and the

like), but also enter the more focused phase
of their education. The different halls inculcate a spirit of friendly and healthy competition, and students also get a platform to
showcase their other talents and hobbies
and get a chance to take part in co-curricular
activities. There is also a robotics society, as
well as societies for dance, dramatics and
photography.
And even 50 years later, when alumni return for a visit, they find themselves cheering
for their halls. It’s things like this that prove
that IIT-KGP is much more than a university—it is also a home away from home. n
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INDIAN INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY, KHARAGPUR

PUBLIC

1951

IIT Kharagpur, West Bengal 721 302

www.iitkgp.ac.in

IIIT, DELHI

PUBLIC

1961

Hauz Khas, New Delhi 110 016

www.iiitd.ac.in

IIT, GUWAHATI

PUBLIC

1994

Near Doul Gobinda road, Amingaon,
Guwahati, Assam 781 039

www.iitg.ernet.in

NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY, SURATHK AL

PUBLIC

1960

NH-66, Srinivas Nagar, Surathkal,
Karnataka 575 025

www.nitk.ac.in

NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY, ROURKELA

PUBLIC

1961

Sector 2, Rourkela, Odisha 769 008

www.nitrkl.ac.in

IIT, GANDHINAGAR

PUBLIC

2008

Palaj, Gandhinagar, Gujarat 382 355

www.iitgn.ac.in

INTERNATIONAL INSTITUTE OF INFORMATION
TECHNOLOGY, HYDERABAD

PRIVATE

1998

Gachibowli, Hyderabad 500 032

www.iiit.ac.in

PUBLIC

2008

Kukatpally, Hyderabad, Telangana 500 085

www.jntuh.ac.in

IIT, BHUBANESWAR

PUBLIC

2008

Samantapuri, Behind Hotel Swosti Plaza,
Bhubaneswar, Odisha 751 013

wwwiitbbs.ac.in

INDRAPRASTHA INSTITUTE OF INFORMATION
TECHNOLOGY, NEW DELHI

PRIVATE

2008

Okhla Phase 3, New Delhi 110 020

www.iiitd.ac.in

PANJAB UNIVERSITY, CHANDIGARH

PUBLIC

1882

Sector 14, Chandigarh160 014

uicet.puchd.ac.in

PRIVATE

1999

University House, Gnanagangothri Campus,
New Bel Road, MSR Nagar, Bengaluru 560054

www.msruas.ac.in

PUNJABI UNIVERSITY, PATIALA

PUBLIC

1962

Rajpura Road, Patiala, Punjab 147 002

www.punjabiuniversity.ac.in

LNM INSTITUTE OF INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY,
JAIPUR

PUBLIC,
DEEMED

2006

Rupa Ki Nangal, Post Sumel, Via Jamdoli,
Jaipur, Rajasthan 302 031

www.inmiit.ac.in

NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY, AGARTALA

PUBLIC

1965

Jirania, Agartala, Tripura 799 046

www.nita.ac.in

JAWAHARLAL NEHRU TECHNOLOGICAL UNIVERSITY,
HYDERABAD

MS RAMAIAH UNIVERSITY OF APPLIED SCIENCES,
BENGALURU
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AIIMS Delhi

Mecca of
Medicine
Despite the burgeoning demands on it,
AIIMS Delhi keeps its enviable record as
the No. 1 institution for medical aspirants
By Priyanka Sharma
YASIR IQBAL

DILIGENT CARE MD students examine a patient at the AIIMS intensive care unit

70
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NEW POSTS IN
MD/MS HAVE
BEEN CREATED
IN VARIOUS
DEPARTMENTS
SUCH AS ENT,
PEDIATRIC AND
PALLIATIVE
MEDICINE IN THE
LAST ONE YEAR

OR MEDICAL ASPIRANTS, THE
All India Institute of Medical Sciences (AIIMS) in Delhi is the ‘Medical Mecca’ of India. But be warned,
it’s no easy ride here. After cracking one
of the toughest medical examinations in
India, only a handful—75 students—is selected for the MBBS course here every year.
And the struggle does not end here. In fact,
the grilling process starts once you enter
the campus and make the first step in the
medical career to become a doctor.
“AIIMS got established as an Act of Parliament in 1956,” says Dr Randeep Guleria,
the current AIIMS director. “We found three
areas we had to excel in. First was academics, so we developed innovative teaching and
academic programmes that attract students
from all over the country. Internationally,
AIIMS today has one of the best academic
programmes on offer. Our second priority
was areas of research, and the third, optimum healthcare services for patients.”
Dr Guleria adds that over the past 60
years the institute has gained credibility
and value in all three fields, setting a benchmark for the rest of the country. And this
despite the departments and doctors being
under pressure and working round-the-

clock to handle the rush of patients.
AIIMS gets over 10,000 patients every
day. The number of surgeries performed
is also growing every year. Director Guleria says “the situation is such that we are
now facing problems due to the huge rush
of patients. We are looking at expansion
and newer centres are coming up. We are in
the process of developing a comprehensive
master plan for further expansion to handle
the increasing patient load and our own
research demands”.
Most patients who come here are under
referral. That means a case that could be not
handled further in the private or government hospital where the patient was being
treated comes here. Treatment, of course,
is subsidised and hence much cheaper. To
put it in perspective, a heart transplant at
AIIMS costs about Rs 1 lakh, while anywhere outside it is about Rs 20 lakh.

WHY AIIMS IS DIFFERENT
“At first glance, one might think it’s the
beautiful campus, the optimum facilities for students and faculty etc. that attracts students, but all that is secondary,”
says Samaan Jukaka, a third-year MBBS
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NAME OF THE INSTITUTE

1

ALL INDIA INSTITUTE OF MEDICAL
SCIENCES, NEW DELHI

2

UNIVERSITY COLLEGE OF MEDICAL
SCIENCES (DELHI UNIVERSITY),

3
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1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

2

100.00

2

2

2

2

2

2

2

2

2

2

2

2

1

52.91

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

5

23.48

NEW DELHI

SRI RAMACHANDRA UNIVERSITY,
CHENNAI

4

DR DY PATIL VIDYAPEETH, PUNE

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

3

18.30

5

PT BHAGWAT DAYAL SHARMA
UNIVERSITY OF HEALTH SCIENCES,

5

5

5

5

5

5

5

5

5

5

5

5

4

12.07

ROHTAK
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STAR ALUMNI

RAMESHWAR
N.K. BAMEZAI
PROFESSOR OF
GENETICS, JNU
BATCH OF 1980

DR ARVINDER
SINGH SOIN
LIVER TRANSPLANT PIONEER
BATCH OF 1985

72
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student at AIIMS. “What makes us proud
‘AIIMSonians’ is that every day we are treating critical cases, the ‘classic medical symptoms’ which we learn in our medical text
books. Here, you are not going to see a patient
with a simple cough or fever. Even in your
first posting, you will be handling a critical
TB or cancer case. In my surgery posting,
every third patient was carcinogenic.”
Aayush Lakkanna, another third year
MBBS student, says “the day starts at 8 am
with us rushing for lectures. After that we
are posted in different departments for
patient care till lunch. After lunch, there’s
the afternoon lectures and practicals. We
barely have time to grab a banana or a few
biscuits before it’s time for extra classes by
the senior residents which involves the next
day’s postings”.
AIIMS also has a different system in assessing students. As Lakkana puts it, “We
don’t have weekly, monthly tests like other
medical colleges. What this means is that
we get more time to study. In the first and
second year, we do have mid-semester and
end-semester exams. After that we have a
professional exam only at the end of fourth
year. This way we are able to learn and concentrate more on patient care. A big plus is
that the faculty is extremely friendly... we
are a family here. There is no pressure from
the faculty at all.”

A IIM S AT A G L A N C E
FACULTY 632
TEACHING DEPARTMENTS AND
CENTRES 55
STUDENTS/ RESIDENTS/ PhD
SCHOLARS 2,427

DIRECTORSPEAK

“With innovative academic programmes,
dedicated faculty and
high quality patient
care, AIIMS
is still the
pioneer”
DR R ANDEEP
GULERIA,
DIRECTOR,
AIIMS

CLASSROOM ENVIRONMENT
Over the years, the institute has developed
newer, more innovative teaching courses.
Specialty courses have also started in important areas like intervention in cardiology, basic sciences, neuro-radiology etc.
Since the focus is always on an interactive
teaching environment, the institute offers
integrated teaching skills where multiple
specialties come together and teach rather
than single expert teaching. This is to provide a comprehensive disease profile to the
class. AIIMS is also trying to do more of
virtual teaching modules, using graphics
and technology to help students understand
the human body and the diseases they will

J U N E 2 6 , 2 017

encounter better. As part of teaching programmes, medical professors here are also
doing telemedicine consultations. A lot
of the lectures are also being shared with
other medical colleges. Students are also
required to be quick on the uptake as the
working environment changes drastically
from department-to-department. Being
in the top medical college of the country
also has its advantages. As Lakkana says, in
other medical colleges, nearly 20 students
work on a single cadaver; here at AIIMS, the
ratio is 8-9 students to a cadaver.
AIIMS has also consistently been No.

MEDICAL

54

NEW COURSES
IN SUPER
SPECIALTY (DM/
MCH/ FELLOWSHIPS) AND
36 NEW DM
COURSES HAVE
BEEN CREATED
IN THE LAST
ONE YEAR

1 in the country as far as medical research
is concerned. Even internationally, AIIMS
ranks No. 3, with only America’s Harvard
Medical School and Mayo Clinic rated above
it. The institute is also doing research and
collaborations in new areas, including stem
cells and nano technology. Dr Pramod Garg,
professor in the department of gastroenterology, and Sub-Dean, Research, at AIIMS,
says, “With the passage of time, the number
of research projects which numbered less
than 100 when we started has increased
tremendously. Today, the institute has approximately 600 ongoing projects and 150
individual research fellows.”
And it’s not just all work and no play for
the budding doctors. The AIIMS campus
has a gym, table tennis courts, a football
ground, basketball and volleyball courts.
The swimming pool is a popular hangout
during the summer months, while there are
a few who are dedicated to their post-shift
basketball and football games every night.
There’s also the seven-day-long gala
university festival, ‘Pulse’, which happens
every year in September. It’s a must attend
event for medical students from all over India. Even students from a few neighbouring
nations make it a point to come. “It started
in 1978 and today it’s the No. 1 medical fest
in Southeast Asia. Every night is special. We
have star nights, a band night, comedy night,

STUDENTSPEAK

“Studying at AIIMS
was a dream come
true. AIIMS boasts
of the country’s
best and most
dedicated
faculty”
DR VIJAY,
SENIOR
RESIDENT,
AIIMS

sufi night, fashion shows... preparations have
already started,” says an AIIMS student.
With the best infrastructure and facilities, and a campus engulfed in green with its
Gulmohar, Ashoka and palm trees, AIIMS
is an oasis for critical patients. The medical
institute has 53 clinical departments including 9 super-specialty centres. With its many
regional centres, the main AIIMS is a WHO
collaboration centre. n
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PUBLIC/
PRIVATE

ESTABLISHED

ALL INDIA INSTITUTE OF MEDICAL
SCIENCES, NEW DELHI

PUBLIC

1956

Ansari Nagar, New Delhi, 110 029

www.aiims.edu

UNIVERSITY COLLEGE OF MEDICAL
SCIENCES (DELHI UNIVERSITY), NEW DELHI

PUBLIC

1922

UCMS and GTB Hospital, Dilshad Garden, Delhi 110 095

www.ucms.ac.in

SRI RAMACHANDRA UNIVERSITY, CHENNAI

PVT
DEEMED

1985

No. 1, Ramachandra Nagar, Porur, Chennai, 600 116

www.sriramachandra.
edu.in

DR DY PATIL VIDYAPEETH, PUNE

PRIVATE

1996

Sant Tukaram Nagar, Pimpri, Pune 411 018

www.medical.dpu.edu.in

PT BHAGWAT DAYAL SHARMA UNIVERSITY
OF HEALTH SCIENCES, ROHTAK

PUBLIC

2008

UH2, PGIMS Road, Dariyao Nagar, Rohtak Haryana 124 001

www.ushr.ac.in
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F A C U LT Y O F L AW

JAMIA MILLIA ISLAMIA, New Delhi

Ready for
Judgment Day
The department is renowned for its experience-based
teaching style, course innovations and picturesque campus
By Shadab Nazmi
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ESTLED IN THE HEART OF SOUTH
Delhi, Jamia Millia Islamia’s history as
a central university goes back to India’s
pre-Independence era. Founded in
1920 by the Ali brothers—Moulana Mohammad
Ali Jouhar and Moulana Shaukat Ali—Jamia
Millia Islamia is today home to over 23,000 students pursuing a variety of courses at its sprawling, picturesque campus.
Spotting the university is never a problem even for newbies. Blue signboards on the
nearby arterial roads guide you. The Faculty of
Law building is far inside the campus, roughly
a 10-minute walk. As you arrive, the very first
impressions are inviting: marble benches, lush
green trees on both sides of the road, food joints
offering momos, sandwiches and cold drinks.

STAR ALUMNI

BHARAT
CHUGH
TOPPER, DELHI
JUDICIAL
SERVICE EXAM
INATION, 2013

COURT MARSHALS

Students at the Faculty
of Law, Jamia Millia
Islamia University
FIRDAUS WANI
YOUNGEST
ADVOCATE ON
RECORD,
SUPREME
COURT OF INDIA

YASIR IQBAL

PRITHVIRAJ
SHARMA
LEGAL
CONSULTANT,
INDIAN
DELEGATION,
INTERNATIONAL
CIVIL AVIATION
ORGANISATION
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STUDENTSPEAK

TO PROVIDE
STUDENTS AN
ENVIRONMENT
OF LIVE TRIALS,
THE FACULTY
HAS A MOOT
COURT THAT
CAN SEAT 100
PEOPLE
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“The moot courts
and competitions
that supplement the
course are enough
to enhance our
real world
experience”

Adjacent to the MMAJ Academy of
International Studies, the law department shares its building with the Centre
for Management Studies. Compared to
the university’s nine-decade-old history,
the law faculty is a much recent entity.
Established in 1989, it has, over the past
two decades, made significant progress—restructuring courses and syllabi,
introducing new courses, experimenting
with innovative teaching techniques and
strengthening its programmes.
The faculty offers a five-year integrated BA LLB (Honours) programme, a twoyear post-graduate programme (LLM) in
three specialised streams (personal law,

JAYA SHARMA,
BA LLB
(HONOURS),
CL ASS OF 2018

Universities

NAME OF THE UNIVERSITY

1

JAMIA MILLIA ISLAMIA UNIVERSITY,

2

GUJARAT NATIONAL LAW UNIVERSITY,

3
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score

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

5

100.00

2

2

4

2

2

2

2

2

2

2

2

2

4

70.96

THE WB NATIONAL UNIVERSITY OF
JURIDICAL SCIENCES, KOLK ATA

4

3

2

2

3

4

3

3

3

3

4

3

10

67.88

4

BANGALORE UNIVERSITY, BENGALURU

3

3

2

2

4

3

4

4

3

4

3

4

11

67.38

5

AMITY LAW SCHOOL, AMITY
UNIVERSITY, NOIDA

5

5

5

5

5

5

5

5

5

5

5

5

1

42.14

6

ALLIANCE UNIVERSITY, BENGALURU

6

7

6

6

6

6

6

6

6

6

6

6

5

25.84

7

PUNJABI UNIVERSITY, PATIALA

7

6

7

7

7

7

7

7

7

7

7

7

14

22.64

8

COCHIN UNIVERSITY OF SCIENCE AND
TECHNOLOGY, KOCHI

8

8

8

8

8

8

8

8

8

8

8

8

3

19.66

9

JAIPUR NATIONAL UNIVERSITY

9

9

9

9

9

9

9

9

9

9

9

9

5

10.98

10

ANDHRA PRADESH UNIVERSITY OF LAW

10

10

10

10

10

10

10

9

9

10

10

10

2

8.38

11

DR BABASAHEB AMBEDKAR
MARATHWADA UNIVERSITY, AURANGABAD

11

10

10

10

11

11

10

11

12

12

12

11

12

7.38

12

MAHATMA GANDHI KASHI VIDYAPITH,

11

12

12

10

12

11

10

12

11

10

10

12

12

7.25

13

SHARDA UNIVERSITY, GREATER NOIDA

13

13

13

13

13

13

13

13

13

13

13

13

8

4.28

14

SANT GADGE BABA AMRAVATI
UNIVERSITY, AMRAVATI

13

13

13

14

14

14

13

14

14

14

13

14

9

3.41

NEW DELHI
GANDHINAGAR

VARANASI
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100%

RECORD FOR THE
PAST THREE YEARS

NEW
COURSE
A two-year
weekend LLM
programme,
designed
for working
professionals, such as
lawyers

HIGHEST
STARTING
SALARY

`

8.5

LAKH

PER ANNUM

AVERAGE
SALARY

3.6

`

LAKH

PER ANNUM

10

PHDs AWARDED IN
PAST THREE YEARS

corporate law and criminal law) and a
PhD programme.
Step into the classroom and you feel
it’s been custom-made to accommodate
only a small number of students. “Unlike many private universities, we don’t
shove hundreds of students into our
classrooms,” says Dr Nuzhat Khan, dean,
law faculty. “We have a dedicated number of enrolments in each course and the
students are made to feel comfortable in
the classroom.” The classrooms are airconditioned, have comfortable seating
and are equipped with the latest teaching
tools. Apart from the university’s central
library, the law department has a separate
library, with abundant reading material
for its students.
Like every department in Jamia Mil-

DEANSPEAK

“We provide our
students worldclass education at
very nominal course
fees—Rs 8,00010,000 per
annum”
DR NUZHAT
PARVEEN
KHAN, DEAN

MORE THAN 20 STUDENTS
HAVE SECURED TOP POSITIONS
IN MOOT COURT COMPETITIONS
AT NATIONAL AND
INTERNATIONAL LEVELS IN THE
PAST THREE YEARS

lia, the law faculty has a strict attendance
policy. Every student has to maintain a
minimum of 75 per cent attendance (even
a 0.1 per ecent shortfall will bar you from
sitting in the semester/annual exams).
The university is also zero-tolerant toward ragging. Any such incident can invite immediate expulsion.
Step outside the classroom and you
will realise why Jamia Millia is considered
a food haven. There are multiple canteens
and food joints in the campus. Youth Café
and Maggie Point are the first picks of the
students. From regular chicken sandwiches to chhole bhature, the canteens serve
fresh, delicious food. And on the days you
are in the mood to try authentic Mughlai
food, just do the five-minute walk to the
central university’s canteen. On offer are
chicken biryani and quorma roti, and also
chhole bhature, rajma chawal, kadhi chawal and some intercontinental dishes. And
all at a very reasonable price.
“I chose the Faculty of Law as I wanted an experience-based learning, and by
the end of my five years in the department,
I was proven right,” says Sahil Ahmad, a
2015 law faculty alumnus. “I am still in
touch with my professors, and they continue to guide me through my preparations
for the forthcoming judiciary exams.”
Sahil was one of the core members
of the moot court competitions held at
Jamia Millia every year. He recalls: “The
university has an annual festival called
MiRAAS, where several debate, ex tempore and essay writing competitions are
held every year. The law students bring
home the maximum awards.” n

LEGAL

BEYOND THE COURTROOM

80

RESEARCH
PAPERS, TWO
BOOKS PUBLISHED BY STUDENTS IN PAST
THREE YEARS

The Faculty of Law contributes to the National Legal
Services Authority’s Para-Legal Volunteers Scheme by
recruiting students for it. The students are first trained by
experts from various fields of law, such as family, labour,
consumer protection, criminal procedure, motor vehicle
accidents and other legislations. The students then help
create legal awareness and provide legal aid to people
from every strata of society through initiatives such traffic
awareness campaigns, door-to-door campaigns and street
plays. The paralegal volunteers’ work for the Delhi State
Legal Services Authority in connection with a case regarding
manual scavenging filed by an NGO was highly appreciated
by the Delhi High Court.
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RESEARCH
PAPERS, TWO
BOOKS PUBLISHED BY FACULTY IN PAST
THREE YEARS

Ready Reckoner
PUBLIC/
PRIVATE

ESTABLISHED

ADDRESS

JAMIA MILLIA ISLAMIA UNIVERSITY, NEW DELHI

PUBLIC

1920

Maulana Mohammad Ali Jauhar Marg, New Delhi
110 025

www.jmi.ac.in/law

GUJARAT NATIONAL LAW UNIVERSITY, GANDHINAGAR

PUBLIC

2004

Attalika Avenue, Knowledge Corridor, Koba,
Gandhinagar 382 007

http://www.gnlu.ac.in

THE W.B. NATIONAL UNIVERSITY OF JURIDICAL
SCIENCES, KOLK ATA

PUBLIC

1999

Dr Ambedkar Bhavan, 12, LB Block, Sector 3,
Salt Lake, Kolkata 700 098

www.nujs.edu

BANGALORE UNIVERSITY, BENGALURU

PUBLIC

1964

Jnana Bharathi Campus, Bengaluru 560 056

www.
bangaloreuniversity.ac.in

AMITY AMITY LAW SCHOOL, AMITY UNIVERSITY NOIDA

PRIVATE

2003

University Campus, Sector 125, Noida 201 307

www.amity.edu

ALLIANCE UNIVERSITY, BENGALURU

PUBLIC

2010

Chikkahagade Cross, Anekal, Bengaluru 562 106

www.allianceuniversity.
edu.in

PUNJABI UNIVERSITY, PATIALA

PUBLIC

1962

Rajpura Road, Patiala 147 002

www.punjabiuniversity.
ac.in

COCHIN UNIVERSITY OF SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY

PUBLIC

1971

South Kalamassery, Kochi 682 022

www.cusat.ac.in

JAIPUR NATIONAL UNIVERSITY

PRIVATE

2007

Jagatpura, Jaipur 302 017

www.jnujaipur.ac.in

ANDHRA PRADESH UNIVERSITY OF LAW

PUBLIC

2008

Waltair, Visakhapatnam 530 003

www.andhrauniversity.
edu.in

DR BABASAHEB AMBEDKAR MARATHWADA
UNIVERSITY, AURANGABAD

PUBLIC

1958

University Campus, Near Soneri Mahal,
Jaisinghpura, Aurangabad, Maharashtra 431 004

www.bamu.ac.in

MAHATMA GANDHI KASHI VIDYAPITH, VARANASI

PUBLIC

1921

Station Road, Maldahiya Crossing, Maldahiya,
Kashi Vidyapith, Chetganj, Varanasi 221 002

www.mgkvp.ac.in

SHARDA UNIVERSITY, GREATER NOIDA

PRIVATE

2009

Plot No. 32-34, Knowledge Park III, Greater
Noida 201 306

www.sharda.ac.in

SANT GADGE BABA AMRAVATI UNIVERSITY, AMRAVATI

PUBLIC

1983

Tapovan Road, Amravati, Maharashtra 444 602

www.sgbau.ac.in

NAME OF THE UNIVERSITY
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Gaps in Our
Education
T.S.R. SUBRAMANIAN

T

HE PEW FOUNDATION
of New York/ Washington
had recently, after an inter-country comparison of school
education standards, concluded
that India is at the very bottom of
the pile—dead last! While such
comparisons for higher education are not readily available
through credible studies, it can
be surmised that our university
education standards are not
likely to be in the top five—more
among the last 10 of the world!
After the major thrust in
the education sector in national
policy in the first two decades of
Independence, subsequent policymakers have not considered
education a key area of national
interest. The IITs and IIMs
heralded the focus on higher education; in the following decades,
regulatory institutions to cater
to emerging requirements were
established to ‘oversee’ the sector.
It is now clear that this critical
area has been totally neglected
in national policy in the past
five decades or so. While the
IITs/ IIMs have lost their sheen,
JNU and its ilk have become the
launching pads for politicians
(as if this was the main purpose
of its establishment); and, sadly,
institutions like the University
Grants Commission have moved
away from mentorship to offering ‘approvals’ for purchase;

NCERT, NUEPA et al have
become either inept or irrelevant.
In this dismal scenario, the
main contribution to the sector’s
growth has come from investments by the private sector, which
saw opportunity in the growing
aspirational middle class, thirsting for formal higher degrees,
even if more for personal prestige
than utilitarian ends. These educational entrepreneurs, largely
consisting of politicians or those
connected to them, took full advantage of the lack of regulation
and effective policy framework
to carve avenues for lucrative
investment, reaping rich financial
reward, largely unaccounted-for
and untaxed. Indeed, there is
laissez faire in the higher education policy of the Centre and of
the states, where the colleges are
bound to reserve a state quota for

THE HIGHER
EDUCATION
SECTOR HAS
BEEN THE MAIN
CONTRIBUTOR TO
THE GROW TH OF
INDIA’S BLACK
ECONOMY

students (frequently about 50 per
cent or thereabouts), irrespective
of facility/ faculty/ quality offered,
leaving the rest as ‘management
quota’ for the private sponsor
to play the market and collect
unaccounted-for ‘capitation fee’.
As a result, the higher education
sector has been one of the prime
contributors to the black economy
of the country, probably only second to political corruption.
An effective system for
upgrading the quality of higher
education and assessing institutions needs to include the phases
of recognition, accreditation and
evaluation. Recognition is a minimal legal threshold to ensure that
courses and degrees being offered
fall within the purview of the system. The fact that a large number
of ‘degree shops’ and ‘fly-by-night
operators’ are in existence, well in
the know of concerned authorities, is proof that ‘recognition’ is
a purchasable commodity. UGC
perhaps is the only agency that
does not know of the existence of
such institutions.
‘Accreditation’ is a key attribute of any institution, for
students as well as prospective
employers. It is an assurance of
quality and adherence to academic standards. It reflects the
reputation of an institution and
the credibility of its degrees. As of
now, accreditation is not compul-

BEST
UNIVERSITIES

GUEST COLUMN
SUBIR HALDER

sory and covers only 10 per cent
of our institutions, of which only
9 per cent are at the ‘A’ level, a
statistic that reflects the abysmal
state of our higher education. The
present accreditation systems
are far from reliable, and need
drastic revision. The recent news
that the NITI Aayog is seriously
examining the need to revamp
the accreditation system is welcome. Hopefully, the government
will not utilise the services of the
IIT-IIM faculty as it will be at the
cost of academics and research
in their parent institutions. It is
important to create a new class
of ‘educational appraisers’, much
like CAs in the audit field.
The present dispensation
does not distinguish between
racehorses and village ponies;
the treatment is ‘democratic’ and
equal. Private institutions that
fall in the ‘A’ category need to be
given total freedom to set their
fee structure, recruit faculty and
collaborate with quality institutions abroad. Likewise, units in
the lowest quality band should
either improve or be disbanded.

THE PRESENT
REGIME DOESN’T
DISTINGUISH
BET WEEN
RACEHORSES
AND PONIES,
TREATING BOTH
EQUALLY

80
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A-CLASS Students at IIT, Kharagpur

One must not forget that
higher education is a continuum,
an extension of school education.
With the terrible state of our primary and secondary education, it
is unrealistic to expect the higher
education field to be pure, with
high mean and low standarddeviation. In Indian conditions, it
is absurd to work for a high Gross
Enrolment Ratio or GER (from
the current 23 per cent to 30 per
cent). The need is to supplement
post-school education with strong
vocational streams, high quality
‘skills’ training, while upgrading
the quality of university education, and improving research
quality in academia. Inclusion of
socially and economically backward classes needs to be sharply
improved. This should include
instituting a massive merit-based
scholarship programme, inter alia
including a living stipend.
Also needed is a new national higher education law for the
sector. The entire statistical base
for the education sector needs
to be reviewed, as also the role
of affiliating universities. The
medical education sector needs

dramatic and serious reform, for
sharp expansion and reduction
in the massive corruption levels;
the engineering sector too needs
major upgradation in terms of
the technical quality of the teachers and the students who pass
out. Agricultural universities are
now antediluvian—no wonder,
agriculture is as neglected in
national policy as education. One
would not want to comment on
the quality of law education.
The country looks to the
new government, in particular
its leader, to transform it. After
five decades, there is now new
hope in India, especially among
the common man, the poor, the
farmer and the downtrodden.
While the government is paying
strong attention to economic issues, the education sector has not
received the critical focus it deserves. It is possible to transform
the education sector dramatically
within 10 years, if only a start
would be made.
The author is a former cabinet
secretary who headed the committee
on the new education policy

CHINA

CULTURE

HOW CHINA IS ATTEMPTING TO UNRAVEL THE
MYSTERIES CONTAINED IN 2,000-YEAR-OLD
FORGOTTEN SANSKRIT TEXTS, WITH LITTLE
HELP FROM ACROSS THE BORDER
BY ANANTH KRISHNAN IN BEIJING

CHEN HAOHAO/AP IMAGES

hen Ye Shaoyong, a prominent Chinese Sanskrit scholar, first came across
the old yellowed palm leaves from Drepung, one of Tibet’s most important
monasteries, he was intrigued by the letters on the page. The 14 palm leaves
he found bore ancient writing, older than anything that the Sanskrit professor from Peking University had ever seen. That day in 2003, Ye stumbled
upon one of the oldest undiscovered Sanskrit texts from India—a 2nd century text, the Mulamadhyamakakarika, one of the founding texts of Mahayana Buddhism that had, until Ye’s discovery, only ever
been seen referenced in quotations in later commentaries.
Chinese scholars say this rare palm leaf is among hundreds—possibly thousands—that still lie in
Tibet’s monasteries, carrying a trove of more than thousand-year-old information about Indian philosophical thought and history, from between the 2nd and 14th centuries. Ye spent a decade painstakingly
translating the old manuscript, which was finally published four years ago and is among the first from this
forgotten treasure to be made public. “Tibet might be the last treasure of Sanskrit manuscripts which has
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IN TRADITION The thangka unfolding ceremony at

Drepung monastery, which houses manuscripts
more than a thousand years old

not yet been fully investigated,” he wrote in his
book. “Nonetheless,” he lamented, “they are still
gathering dust on the shelves of monasteries or in
the drawers of museums.”
China has since launched an ambitious effort to bring to light this old Sanskrit treasure.
The texts, Ye believes, are of immense religious,
historical and literary value. For Buddhists,
some of the texts contain the founding precepts
of Buddhist thought, such as the Mulamadhyamakakarika, that was found in Drepung, and the
Lankavatara Sutra, found in the Potala palace
in Lhasa. For historians, the manuscripts could

hold a wealth of information. “These texts could
change how we think of our history and philosophy,” says Ye, who points to how a similar trove in
Nepal brought out new elements of the country’s
early modern history. Most of the texts are of
philosophical nature, but as Ye points out, they
also hold a wealth of information about society
and politics from that period, from the lineage of
dynasties to their politics and administration.
The collection is particularly of great relevance to India, especially as in many instances,
they are the only surviving records. Thousands
of Indian texts from a similar period fell to
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Among the hundreds of Sanskrit manuscripts,
these five philosophical texts are in the first
batch being edited, catalogued and translated
Mulamadhyamakakarika
A text from the 2nd or 3rd century that, some scholars say,
carries the most authoritative philosophical explanation of
emptiness, a key premise of Mahayana Buddhism
Lankavatara Sutra
One of the key texts for Buddhists that records a conversation between Buddha and a Bodhisattva, set in Lanka
Astasahasrika Prajnaparamita Sutra
The ‘perfection of wisdom in 8,000 lines’ is one of the oldest
surviving Sanskrit texts
Pramanaviniscaya
A text written by Dharmakirti, an influential Indian scholar
who was in Nalanda in the 6th century
Bhadrakalpikasutra
A text found in Xinjiang dating back to 4th or 5th century.
It’s one of the earliest teachings of the Buddha that became
popular in China after being translated into Chinese by the
Indian monk Dharmaraksha

The trove of Sanskrit
manuscripts in Tibet may
have remained unknown if
not for the discoveries of
scholar Rahul Sankrityayan
during his intrepid journeys across Tibet in the
1930s. During one such
trip, when shown palm leaf
manuscripts that are more
than a thousand years
old, in a Lhasa monastery,
Sankrityayan pledged to
return to investigate. He
did in 1934 and 1937. In
Tibet, Sankrityayan would
befriend lamas and copy
and photograph any manuscript he could lay hands

on. He found 25 complete
volumes of the Pramana
Varttika Bhasya, a neverseen commentary by
the 6th century Nalanda
scholar Dharmakirti.
Sankrityayan became an
honoured guest of the
Tibetan government and
got access to the libraries
of top monasteries that
are, even eight decades
later, out of bounds. On
his return, he published 28
volumes based on the photographs and texts from
Tibet. His legacy, ironically,
is being kept alive across
the border in China.

ruin, both on account of the failure to systematically
preserve them and because of the tropical climate. In the
high altitude of Tibet, many manuscripts have remained
untouched over hundreds of years, even as they lay forgotten in the storerooms of monasteries, and scholars say,
they could survive another millennium. “For many texts
that have played important roles in literary, philosophical
and social history, the original Sanskrit texts have been
lost, and scholars can only base their study on the Chinese and Tibetan translations,” says Ye. So far, more than
500 bundles of palm leaves have been discovered—each
containing thousands of lines of text—and Tibet’s monasteries could very well hold many more. Most of this text
was hundreds of years ago copied in India and Nepal, and
brought to Tibet.

LOST TREASURE
Chinese scholars believe the texts that have so far been
translated are just a fraction of the treasure trove. Hundreds of palm leaves lie undiscovered, and the scope of the
trove is as yet unknown, which is surprising considering
the effort to retrieve the texts dates back to at least the
early 1930s. Then, the Indian scholar and traveller Rahul
Sankrityayan, who made several trips to Tibet to translate
old Tibetan texts back to the original Sanskrit, first heard
about the collection during his travels. He later wrote
that he first dismissed the stories of a vast Sanskrit palm
leaf collection as a myth, but intrigued by the accounts he
heard, he returned to Tibet in 1934 to investigate.
Sankrityayan was welcomed in Tibet, and even taken to
see the Kalon Lama, one of the top ministers of the Tibet
government who was then the most powerful man in Tibet
following the death of the 13th Dalai Lama in December
1933. Sankrityayan was taken to the Kundeling monastery, where he was presented with two rare manuscripts.
“My joy knew no bounds,” he would write later. Thanks to
him, photographs of some of the texts were brought back
to India, and stored in Patna Museum.
Few scholars in China, caught in political turmoil in the
1940s and 1950s from the Japanese occupation and then
the Chinese civil war, paid attention to the texts until the
1960s. Then, around 250 bundles were brought to Beijing
and catalogued, and returned to the Tibet Museum in
Lhasa, where they are still kept. But the Cultural Revolution (1966-76) halted the effort, with many of China’s
leading scholars persecuted and sent to do hard labour in
the villages. After the Cultural Revolution, the Germaneducated Chinese Indologist Ji Xianlin set up a first ever
South Asian studies institute at Peking University, and
slowly began the effort of translating some of the texts.
That effort is now being revived by Peking University
and led by one of Ji’s students, the renowned Chinese
Sanskritist Duan Qing, who is one of the world’s leading experts of Sanskrit, Pali and the ancient language of

CHINA

CULTURE

RARE GEM Folios from the 11th century
Saddharmapundarika Sutra, or Lotus Sutra, found in Tibet

Khotanese, and is also Ye’s teacher. The institute is training
Chinese scholars in Sanskrit, Pali and Tibetan to translate
old Sanskrit, Kharosthi and Khotanese texts that have
been found in Tibet and the Muslim-majority Xinjiang
province, which was then an important centre for Buddhism and today holds the oldest texts.

sequent cooperation agreements have been taken forward
with universities in the United States, Italy, Germany
and Japan. “Our research is generating a lot of attention
abroad,” he says.
Everywhere but India, which is conspicuous in its
absence in the list of countries that China is working with.
Privately, Chinese scholars say their attempts to reach
out to Indian scholars and institutions have received little
UPHILL TASK
response. Chinese Sanskrit students have struggled to find
So far, Peking University has published eight volumes
fellowships in Indian universities, which are often relucsince 2011, but this is just the start. China doesn’t have the
tant to host Chinese students unless they enrol in full-time
number of scholars or resources to systematically unravel
courses, which makes little sense for them as Indian dethe entire trove. “Each scholar needs professional knowgrees won’t be recognised. European and American instituledge and special training not only in Sanskrit, Tibetan
tions, by contrast, have shown great interest and flexibility
and Chinese languages, but also on manuin working on the project, and are hence
scriptology,” says Ye. “For example, some of
taking the palm leaves translation forward.
these manuscripts were written not in the
Ye, the scholar at Peking University, beuniform Devanagari script, but in various
lieves this is an area where India and China
local scripts with different conventions. To
should work together and that Chinese
read them, we also need experience in Indian
scholars would immensely benefit from
palaeography in order to provide reliable
studying with Indian scholars “who have
editing, and you also need background
the best traditional teaching methods” in
knowledge of its content, such as the historiSanskrit. This, he suggests, could also be an
cal information and philosophical system.”
ideal project for the revived Nalanda univerScholar Rahul
This is a formidable challenge. China is
sity, which, however, has been slow to take
Sankrityayan
now working with the world’s best Sanskritoff and shown little interest in Buddhist and
ists to surmount it, says Zheng Dui, director
religious studies despite its unique history.
found rare
general of the influential China Tibetology
The irony is that this rich trove of the only
manuscripts in
Research Centre in Beijing that stores in
surviving records that could fill vital gaps in
Tibet in 1930s.
its collections copies of several dozen palm
understanding of the history of both San“My joy knew
leaves. In 2004, Zheng signed an agreeskrit literature and philosophical thought
no bounds,” he
ment with an institution in Vienna to work
holds no greater significance for any country
wrote later
together to translate the palm leaves. Subas it does for India. n
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India’s only consistent professional high-altitude
mountaineer for nearly a decade now, since summiting Mount Everest at the tender age of 16, Vajpai is no
stranger to adversity. On his first attempt at Mount Cho
Oyu in Nepal, in 2012, he was snowed in for three days
at 7,000 metres, and lost sensation on the left side of
his body due to oxygen deprivation. Abandoned by his
sherpas, he crawled down to base camp—a journey that
took over 17 hours—using only his right arm and leg. But
in 2016, he returned to Mount Cho Oyu and made the
summit. “I was left to die, but something inside me kept
me going then and still does,” he says.
Being a full-time pro has its own challenges—the
foremost being finding sponsors for expeditions that
cost upward of Rs 25 lakh apiece. But the young mountaineer has always managed to find a company to back
him, even if at the eleventh hour, and there are signs
that other pros may soon follow in his footsteps. “I am
possibly the only full-time mountaineer in India, and
my aim is to be the youngest to
summit all of the 14 highest peaks
in our world,” says Vajpai, who has
ABANDONED BY
already climbed five of them.
SHERPAS, VAJPAI
CRAWLED BACK
He’s not alone. This spring, InTO BASE CAMP—
dian and international mountainA JOURNEY OF 17
eering had a unique ‘first’ with two
HOURS—USING
ultra-runners reaching the summit
ONLY HIS RIGHT
of Everest. Kilian Jornet, arguably
ARM AND LEG
the best ultra-runner in the world,
made it in less than 16 hours, and
Indian navy officer and ultrarunner Brijmohan Sharma, a.k.a.
Breeze, found himself on top of the world on May 21.
In 2016, Breeze became the second Indian to finish
the ‘Badwater’, an ultra marathon in the US. He finished
the 217 km run 20 minutes quicker than his predecessor,
Arun Bharadwaj, so he also owns bragging rights as India’s fastest. “I’ve wanted to climb Everest since I began
mountaineering in 1993, and nearly made it in 2015,
when the earthquake struck Kathmandu. Being from
the defence forces it’s not easy to get corporate sponsors,
but the navy and some friends chipped in so that I could
succeed. This year I managed to do that, but I am broke
now,” he says with a chuckle. Bitten by the high altitude
bug, 43-year-old Breeze plans to climb all the tallest
mountains in the world in the coming years.
Meanwhile, India’s Border Security Force officer
and veteran mountaineer Loveraj Dharamshaktu
reached the cone-shaped peak of Everest this May for
the sixth time, an Indian record.
Be it the seasoned experience of Loveraj or the
youthful drive of Arjun Vajpai, Indian mountaineering
has many a high waiting to be achieved. n
—Anil Nair

88

INDIA TODAY

J U N E 2 6 , 2 017

HOTEL
IMPERIAL

The Hot Weather is here, and the
enduring lure of a summer holiday in
some kind of colonial establishment
is now hardwired in our Macaulayan
souls. Here’s our selection of some
of the more charming heritage
hotels in the hills

Rokeby Manor, Landour
A mid-19th century property recently
gussied up as a cosy chic hotel for
millennials. Its aesthetic is high on
comfort, style and professionalism,
rather less on antiquarian authenticity. Prices start at Rs 7,000 but
Rs 50,000 will get you a three-bedroom log cabin, complete with a butler

King’s Cliff

Ooty

A nine-room mansion
that was a popular wedding venue during the
Raj, it promises cosy fireplaces, luxurious bathtubs and a panoramic
view of the hills. Rooms
are for Rs 9,975 for two
nights for two guests
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The legendary hotel
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under new management this summer.
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The Chapslee, Shimla
A 180-year-old mansion, meticulously maintained as an elaborate period piece cluttered
with antiques and the historic bric-a-brac of the
Kapurthala royal family, who have owned this
pile since the 1930s. Prices are suitably serious:
Rs 25,400 a night for a luxury suite
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GET THAT APRON ON

Samin Nosrat’s Salt Fat Acid Heat offers readers a master class on the fundamentals of cooking
Lesson one: throw that iodised table salt out.
You food will taste metallic. Wait, what?!
Samin Nosrat breaks down cooking into
its primary elements, and like an excellent teacher, takes you through the physics,
chemistry and magic of delicious cooking.
Among her myth-shattering tips: do not
skimp on salt and never melt your butter on
the stove for baking cakes. Other gyaan: use
acidic ingredients to balance your cooking
and pull your meats out of the oven a few
minutes before they’re completely done to allow for ‘carryover
time’. Nosrat writes with the elegant lucidity that inspires star
chef dreams in absolute amateurs.
Illustrated deliciously by Wendy MacNaughton, this book teaches you everything you need
to understand about the science of cooking.
And like in school, once you know the basics, you can make everything look easy. Her
endeavour is to demystify recipes as hallowed
sacraments and allow room for play. From
flavour charts for spices, acids and fats from
IT
across the world, to instructions for whether
VENTURES
INTO
to blanch, sauté, roast or grill a certain
TERRITORY vegetable in a certain season, this book
O
THAT IS ABSEL
ventures into territory that is absolutely
V
O
N
LY
E
T
LU
novel and tested over Nosrat’s nearly
AND TESTED ’S
two decade long career as a cook, which
T
OVER NOSRAObegan at Chez Panisse in Berkeley. The
NEARLY TW G
recipe breakdown of a Caesar Salad, the
DECADE-LON
sources of acid (which includes, quite
CAREER
hilariously, LSD), the angles at which to
slice or dice an onion illustrated in water
colour are all it takes to awaken the culinary
itch. Like her food, which Nosrat insists must appeal to all the
senses, her book is a delight to the eyes and the mind, and if you
have the imagination, to every other sense. With MacNaughton’s
illustrations it is hard not to imagine the textures, smell and
taste of the food Nosrat describes.
If you cook, aspire to cook, can break an egg—even if you only
know what a kitchen looks like—this book is an excellent teacher.
It does not come to India for a few months but that is no reason to
not beg friends and family coming down from the States to deal
with that extra baggage. This is a cookbook like no other. n
—Farah Yameen
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PlaceOfOrigin.in
There are plenty of reasons to visit this
site—27, actually, one for each state in
its inventory. A good place to start could
be the Ramzan specials, including lehbi
kebab from Ahad Sons in Srinagar, and
pitha from Bhogali Jolpan in Guwahati.
There are also summer exclusives like the
mango pista sandesh from Ganguram
Sweets in Kolkata.

FOOD

Snakes and Tea
W

hen navel-gazing is a national asana, can nostalgia be far behind? And so it is that hunger for all things local—regional subregional, sub-sub-regional—has stirred fresh batches of online
retailers into selling a host of previously hard-to-find delicacies. On offer is
everything from Naga pickled pork intestines to Uttarakhand’s bal mithai,
that dreadful, carbuncled confection no one remembers ever actually
eating. Counting on homesickness for some—and an unhealthy amount
of misplaced curiosity for others—etailers are hoping to help themselves
eventually to an estimated Rs 50,000-crore ‘ethnic food’ pie.
—Soity Banerjee

DelightFoods.com
You can lose yourself in this rather
delightful rabbit hole of products.
But first pause to admire Farukkhabad’s humble sem-ka-beej, a
spiced flat bean snack. And don’t
miss Hyderabad’s not-so-humble
Turkish barley-and-saffron jouzi
halwa from the century-old Hameedi Confectioners.

They keep it simple here—just pickles and
powders (both of coffee and spices). Expect a slim selection of products, including
pickles of bitter gourd and elephant foot
yam. If you’re looking for a safer bet, you
might want to order a bottle of chemmeen,
or shrimp pickle, from Kerala.

You’re likely to find more than just the
flavours of your city here. So feel free to
tarry. You might stumble upon, say, the
tongue-searingly good, multipurpose
Kolhapuri condiment, thecha. Or maybe
the more forgiving dodol, that happy
Goan marriage of ragi, coconut and jaggery. Or perhaps its cousin in Mumbai,
Suleman Usman Mithaiwala’s aflatoon,
a ghee-soaked wonderment of khoya,
eggs and sooji.

TheNortheastStore.com
This is a great place to get your fix
of bamboo shoot and ghost chilli.
But if you linger long enough, it
shall also reward you with pungent
pickled yongchak, or tree bean,
from Manipur. Also on offer: addictive pickles of sohshang, a kind
of sour, fleshy olive popular in
Meghalaya and Arunachal.

PickleAndPowder.in

FlavorsOfMyCity.com

NativeSpecial.com
Notwithstanding its impolitic name, this
Chennai-based company maps Tamil
Nadu in the most delicious ways. From
Dindigul to Tirunelveli, Nagercoil to Palani,
every town worth its weight in banana
chips and murukku, halwa and mittai
makes an appearance. Search and you
shall find mounds of milky sweet palkova
from the tiny temple town of Srivilliputhur,
caramelly squares of Madurai halwa,
and Raj-era Ooty varkey ‘biscuits’ to
share the table with teas from the Nilgiris.
J U N E 2 6 , 2 017
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` 80K
TO 1.2
LAKH

INVESTMENT
Average professional
collector spend in an
year in India

t
lates
sic’s
u
, con ,
m
c
i
and
j
mus
ily
,
p
y
n
g
r
p
n
a
i
o
a
l
i
k st
re h
eam
c
r
o
t
a
s
By N
m
b
e
nd
en
sn’t
d com digital a
e. Ev pularity i
r
o
r
o
o
f
g
e
n
i
a
po
n
rb
o ove
loves explosio
n eve ewfound s grew t ar
ld
a
r
h
t
o
n
s
w
this n
P sale ar-on-ye a
cord
pite a
n the
. Des n vinyl re h means es, vinyl L
one i
n
y
r
o
of ye
i
e dat
e
t
c
o
Ev
cep
ey
ears alone. Th
whi
mat
x
i
n
y
,
t
e
o
1
s
ls
1
o
e
m
a
e
S
disre
nni
is n
rks
the U ration is ig mo
mille ing to som This ma
b ack
n
n
i
i
e
ly
d
g
r
m
n
.
e
in
ea
rd
co
16
en
hys
e spe increas
this y
acco
in 20
ing p s
ger g
rs ar
re
fact, um sales ion sales the youn t someth
i
n
I
sume buyers a
.
ill
rmat
l,
lb
an
algia
dio fo t the
ical a over 13 m ck to viny ly, still w
u
s
vinyl n to nost
a
y
h
ld
t
ha
ow
with
otal p
ng ba apparen
ut-go
say t he
just d cent of t LP sales, s are goi
,
old-b n. Some
s
r
gt
s
i
e
n
i
h
v
r
l
folk
ic lo
leev
in. T
atio
r
11 pe s in viny
r
s
s
e
s
e
u
e
ld
n
n
M
fu
ge
om
ll.
has
ile o
ase
s we re vinyl c r the last
nce o ar, vinyl
t wh
a
a
a
incre
t
i
h
m
t
r
o
f
r
s
fo
he
fo
o
with
h the
show g a love
t’s w s played
rk . S
d wit he artwo oisseurs
d tha
in
D
r
e
n
C
k
e
a
t
n
v
t
n
al—
co
y li
tha
d con
com
y and
nd re
role
sicall
cal a over the
ntrin iginal inla ectors an is lost in
i
s
i
r
ll
h
g
ce
takin experien ll as the o rve of co nd (whic
u
e
l
e
n
o
s
y
w
s
e
)
n
i
r
s
s
y
v
at .
lit
rd, a
the p
-fide
l form
h
a
reco ely been
ig
t
i
h
ig
for
larg
sed d
sion
pres
a pas

as
an D

INDIAN
BEATLES
COLLECTOR’S ITEM
Pressed in India
until 1968, the parlophone 78 rpm Beatles
records are an
expensive rarity

547,000 6 MILLION £100,000
ALBUMS
sold on vinyl in a single week,
according to Nielsen Music, which
released data via Billboard for this
year’s 10th anniversary Record Store
Day event in the US
92
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RECORDS
Number of vinyl albums owned by
Zero Freitas, a Brazilian businessman who at last count had the
world’s largest private collection

THE QUARRYMEN
The world’s most expensive record. The
10” 78 rpm disc was recorded at a local
electrical shop by McCartney, Lennon
and Harrison before they were Beatles

LEISURE
AT ATTENTION

You should always store your vinyl
records vertically. By storing them
this way, there is significantly less

stress put on the record, ensuring that
they don’t bend or deform

NO SLOUCHING

Vinyl records should not be stored
leaning, or at an angle. This can cause
them to warp—you can imagine what
this will do to the playback

BHAI-BHAI, BUT SEPARATE

Don’t pack your records tightly
together. This puts strain on the
grooves, which will lead to some seriously un-groovy results

KEEP ‘EM COOL

Vinyl records should always be
stored in a cool place. Heat causes
vinyl to soften, making the records
prone to bending

NO NUDITY

Always put records back in their sleeves. Otherwise, dirt and scratches
are sure to follow. Exposed vinyl can
be damaged by the sun’s UV rays

$650,000

M USIC

SING, MUSE
Since her international acting debut with Quantico in
September 2015, Priyanka Chopra has continued to break
new ground worldwide. This year, she signed with Nirav
Modi, representing the brand alongside Rosie HuntingtonWhitely and starred in Baywatch with Dwayne ‘the Rock’
Johnson and Zac Efron. But take a moment to recall her
singing career, such as it is—which is what brought her to
the attention of beer-drinking Americans, when ‘In My City’
was chosen as the theme song for the National Football
League’s Thursday Night Football broadcast. As far as
crossover performances go, that tune ranked a smidge
closer to Eddie Murphy’s 1985 turkey, ‘Party All the Time’,
than J.Lo’s ‘Jenny from the Block’. But let’s be honest: that
was mostly down to the songwriter. The marketing whizzes at GAP apparently agree, since they chose Priyanka to
sing Boney M’s ‘Sunny’ with the likes of Wiz Khalifa, Christie
Brinkley, and Yara Shahidi in the brand’s latest ad campaign.
Her chat show circuit charm ensures that she can essentially do no wrong in the eyes of Americans, of course. But
here at india today, we still think her crossover appeal is more
Marilyn Monroe than Marcia Barrett—as long as her rendition of ‘Happy Birthday’ isn’t addressed to Donald Trump. n
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AV DESIGN HAUS’ DERENEVILLE VPM 2010-L
The world’s most expensive turntable. With a
corian chassis, and standing on four air suspension
feet, this baby weighs over 80 kg. Equipped with
touchscreen and remote control, this audio delight
even has Ethernet connection capability
J U N E 2 6 , 2 017
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SCRIPTED
SUCCESS

MILIND SHELTE

A
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successful failure: that is how K.V. Vijayendra Prasad—best
known as the writer behind such hit films as Magadheera,
Eega and Baahubali—describes his professional life before
he took up screenwriting 30 years ago. Today, at the age of
75, he is one of the most sought-after writers in the country,
with industries from Kollywood to Bollywood seeking his creative services. Hindi TV also wants Prasad’s recipe for success, and Star Plus
has hired him to write a 65-episode fantasy epic series, Aarambh.
“Movies are very fast-paced,” says Prasad about the difference
between writing for small- and big-screen. “So much of the story
gets left out because of time constraints. With TV, you have the opportunity to explore characters and situations in more depth.” For
Aarambh, Prasad has taken inspiration from the Mahabharata, and
created two different civilisations to develop a “clash of ideologies and
lifestyles”. Referring to Aarambh as an Indian Game of Thrones, he
says the series has no hero, and instead focuses on several characters.
Cinema, however, remains his obsession. Aside from Baahubali 2, another of
“WHEN I START
Prasad’s stories will hit the big screen this
WRITING A FILM,
year—Vijay 61, releasing in October. Prasad
I MAKE SURE TO
has also directed a film himself—Srivalli, a
WATCH SHOLAY
trilingual sci-fi drama about the workings of
ONCE—JUST TO
the mind. He also has another period film in
WARM MYSELF UP”
development (starring Raghava Lawrence),
not to mention his script for Manikarnika
(with Kangana Ranaut as Rani Laxmibai),
for which filming will soon begin. But Prasad
doesn’t want to talk about his busy work life, which sees him shuttling
from Hyderabad to Mumbai and Chennai. He is eager to pay tribute
to his writing gurus—Salim Khan and Javed Akhtar. “I learned by
watching their movies,” he says. “Whenever I start writing a film, I
religiously watch Sholay once, just to warm myself up—just like [how
other] people go to Siddhivinayak temple or Sai Baba’s temple.” It’s one
of the few films he can watch in a single sitting, he says, adding: “I have
a weakness. The moment I start watching a film, I become sleepy.”
Prasad himself doesn’t write; instead, he has assistants take down
his narration. The best ideas, he says, come during his morning walk.
One idea that is recurrent in some of his biggest films is reincarnation.
A firm believer in the concept, he calls it an effective means “to grip
the audience”. Curiously, however, for someone who routinely refers to
the Mahabharata for character sketches, Prasad hasn’t read the epic in
its entirety. “Whatever I know from anecdotes and from movies stays
in my mind,” he says. But he just might end up having to read it—if his
son, S.S. Rajamouli, makes an adaptation, as he has said he will. “God
—Suhani Singh
willing,” says Prasad, “I’ll be a part of it.” n
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GROUNDED, BUT
STILL FLOATING
Actor, director and writer Jayant Kripalani is best loved for his roles in TV ser
ies’ such as Mr Ya Mrs, Ji Mantri Ji and
Khaandaan. He has appeared in films
such as 3 Idiots and Hawaizaade, and is
the author of New Market Tales (NMT)
and the recent Cantilevered Tales ( )
Cantilevered Tales is a rather
deceptive title for a novel...
Why is it deceptive? A cantilever is a girder
that is fixed only on one side. My characters are like that. Grounded on one end,
floating at the other, all slightly flaky. In fact,
I deeply resent the use of the term ‘deceptive’. Plus, Howrah Bridge is a cantilevered
bridge and is itself a character in the book.
These are short stories which became a
large story purely by happenstance. But I
would hesitate to call the book a novel.
Unlike NMT, CT, despite its light
tone, has darkness one usually
doesn’t associate with your writing. Any special reason behind it?
Look around you. For the last few years
we’ve been living in a hell that we made for
ourselves. I’m surprised the writing wasn’t
darker than it is.
How much of your protagonist’s
descriptions and experiences of
Tirthan are autobiographical?
I am as familiar with Tirthan as I am
with Kolkata. So naturally
my experiences in Tirthan
are going to creep in to
my story telling. Khokon
Lahiri, however, is just
someone I met on a bus,
liked, researched and
made my friend and
then my protagonist.
There might be a minute
portion of me in Khokon
but he is far too mild

for me to want to be him.
Sometimes your characters
eclipse the plot. What do they
mean to you?
I love them. I love every kink, every foible,
every eccentric molecule that makes
them. Even a minor character like Hothka,
the overweight, spit-spraying Minister for
Urban Development who I can’t stand, is
very dear to me. All of them are creatures
of circumstance; they can’t really help who
they are and have always been far more
important to me than the plot.
How is writing a book different
from writing for TV/ films?
While writing for TV and film you can gloss
over the details. For example I can write:
‘Exterior. Day. Writer’s Building, Calcutta’.
The director knows what he has to do. In a
book I’d have to describe in much greater
detail what I want you to see.
Who are your favourite contemporary authors? Your influences?
I haven’t read much in the recent past. I’ve
watched a lot of films and television stories
from all around the world, so writers and
their influences on me are non-existent at
the moment. Old films by Guru Dutt. Pyaasa
blew me away again. Shyam Benegal.
Mandi is way ahead of its time. Yatra and
Bharat Ek Khoj—TV shows that should be
shown on every channel as news
and current affairs.
Which present-day
novel would you like
to adapt for a film and
what character would
you like to play?
Naseer in Naseeruddin
Shah’s autobiography.
—with Divya Dubey

A SPECK
OF DUST
A comedy special by
the acerbic Sarah
Silverman. Sample
this: “When you’re
a comedian [these
days], you really have
to think things through
before you post them
on Twitter. Who do
we think we are?
Presidents?” Squirrels,
sisters, laser hair
removal, death and
more... this is Silverman
at her self-deprecating
best. Netflix

ROMIL & JUGAL
The classic Romeo
& Juliet gets queer,
college romcom
treatment in this
charming web series,
by far one of the better
offerings on Ekta
Kapoor’s streaming
platform. ALT Balaji

KEDI
If there ever was a
cat video fully worth
a watch, Kedi is that
video. A documentary
that follows seven
feline strays in Istanbul.
Warning: you will have
a desperate urge to
adopt a cat after you’re
done watching it.
YouTube

LEISURE
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APPETITE FOR

DESTRUCTION
Prerna Singh Bindra’s book is a
poignant account of the ravaging of
what remains of India’s natural wilds

O

n August 23, 2016, the National Board
giving away core tiger areas to projects that could
for Wildlife sanctioned the Ken-Betwa
easily be located elsewhere, including 20 hectares
river link project, which will drown
of Rajaji’s core forest to the Shri Raghavendra
58 square kilometres of critical tiger
Sewashram Samiti—to grow a herb garden!
habitat in the Panna Tiger Reserve, along with its
Bindra discloses the heart of the matter—Intigers. The irony is that Panna’s tigers owe their
dia has 20 per cent of its land under forest cover
existence to a groundbreaking government-sup(including protected areas that span just 5 per
ported relocation programme that brought tigers
cent). This 20 per cent is “practically the only land
back to the park after they had been declared
available in the country and thus much coveted;
extinct here in 2005. Why, then, has the governmost of the rest of the country has already been
ment decided to drown its tigers?
used—built upon, fallowed, inhabited”. So even
Prerna Singh Bindra tells Panna’s story, and
when viable alternatives are available outside
dozens like it, in her book The Vanishing, which
forests, powerful lobbies clamour for new forest
highlights one of the primary causes of India’s
clearances in order to acquire “ownership of valuwildlife crisis: the deliberate destruction of natuable natural resources: land, water and minerals”.
ral habitats, beginning with the Congress-led
But it’s not all cloak and dagger. Bindra also
UPA’s policies of the 1990s and continuing with
draws vivid portraits of unsung heroes, who
renewed vigour under the Modi-led NDA.
risk everything to protect their animal wards,
Of the many hats she has worn in her career— implementing astounding solutions that provide
journalist, teacher and author—none seems more blueprints for governments to follow, if they had
important than Bindra’s role as a member of the
the will. One such group is Odisha’s Athgarh
National Board for Wildlife between 2010-13. It
Elephant-conflict Mitigation Squad, “a rag-tag
is this role that gives The Vanishing its rigour: the group of daily wagers” led by Panchanan Nayak,
hard facts that come from an “insider’s account”
who steer 25 wild elephants across highways and
of the inner workings of our ministry for environ- fields simply by talking to them. Bindra also links
ment and forests.
the loss of species and wilderness to
The chapter on what she calls
our own inevitable demise. The end
India’s ‘Notional Board for Wildlife’
of tiger forests also means the end of
is a particular gem—a gripping
aquifers, as the forests “sponge the
tale of manipulation and deception
short, sharp monsoon, thus feeding
written with the dexterity of a spy
the aquifers that, in turn, feed over
novel. It reveals how an ex-minister
600 rivers and streams…. It is not
and environmental hero finally gave
about us saving the tiger, it is about
in to the intense pressure coming
the tiger saving us”.
BINDRA LINKS THE
from the prime minister’s office,
The Vanishing is a riveting acLOSS OF SPECIES
forcing his hand to sign away procount of one of the greatest threats of
AND WILDERNESS
tected forests for coal mines, mega
our time—the deliberate annihilaTO OUR OWN
real estate and steel. It recounts how
tion of our natural world and with
INEVITABLE DEMISE
the BJP dissolved environmental
it our access to clean air, sufficient
regulations to accommodate its new
food and potable water. n
—Vandana Mohindra
mission of “ease of doing business”,
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A LIFE WITH
WILDLIFE
A history of wildlife
conservation efforts
in India, by Dr M.K.
Ranjitsinh, the prime
architect of the
Wildlife Protection
Act of 1972

DEAD ZONE
This book by Philip
Lymberry offers a
close look at some
of the species
nearing extinction—and the efforts
being made to
save them

Q A

Canvas’
Long Gaze

Anjolie Ela Menon, artist, on her life
at the easel, and away from it

Q: Tell us about a day at your
Nizamuddin studio in Delhi?

A: It’s a two-bedroom apartment inside an

urban village... a space where people from
different eras co-exist. From morning till
2 pm I am at the studio, after which I go for lunch.
At around 5 pm, I am back in front of the easel.

Q: What about when you aren’t painting?
A: I really enjoy cooking. I am writing a
gastronomic travelogue nowadays. There is
always a book that I am reading. I write and
also work at my NGO that is into educating
unprivileged children.

Q: What is your favourite medium
to paint in?

A: It’s always a pleasure to challenge myself

with different mediums of expression, however,
no matter what, I always return to oils on a hard
surface such as wood or masonite.

Q: You won a scholarship to study at the
Ecole National des Beaux Art (1959-1961).
How did France treat you?

A: The summers were simply amazing, Travelling
across Europe on a shoestring budget, observing
Romanseque churches, sharing studio space
with the now acclaimed Francisco Toledo. The
hard work was worth it.
—with Sukant Deepak

Photograph by BANDEEP SINGH
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From sustainable living to urban
gardens, mapping 11 design, decor
and architecture trends that will
make up the year 2017-2018
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32 architecture
LIVING LARGE

In this bungalow in Ahmedabad,
Hiren Patel Architects create design
drama through clever spatial planning

4
Photograph courtesy KEHA CASA

launches
DECOR UPDATE

Photograph courtesy MARTYN LAWRENCE BULLARD

Latest collections, new
stores and fresh designs,
this is a monthly
round-up of design news

30

design
AMERICAN FLAIR

Hollywood's favourite interior
designer Martyn Lawrence
Bullard now has a store

2

INDIA TODAY HOME

JUNE, 2017

36
LAST
LOOK

n ews
Launches

ISpy
bath and
beyond

Your guide to the
hottest new stores
and products

A bathroom is no longer a space to
just wash and rinse, it as dramatic
as the living room, as serene as
the bedroom and as utilitarian as
the kitchen. Keeping this in mind
entrepreneurs Kekin Shah and
Hameed Khan have opened
Keha Casa in Bangalore, last
month. Showcasing the finest
international bath and surfaces
brands, the 8,000 sq ft space has
been designed by architect Vikram
Phadke and Vinita Chaitanya has
styled the interiors.
PRICE on request
AT 21, Kensington Road,
Ulsoor, Bangalore

sit on this
Bring home a showstopper. IOTA’s new
Spring Summer collection has on offer
furniture and accessories in an array of styles
and hues. This patchwork armchair from the
collection will look striking anywhere in the
home. Made using a polyblend fabric, it not
only looks good but is also easy to clean.
PRICE on request
AT WHS, Kirti Nagar, New Delhi

4
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true blue
Arttd’inox has launched a new collection titled Poetic Garden. A blend of
European and Mughal aesthetics, the collection comprises tea pots, snack
bowls, quarter plates and mugs with trays. This range uses traditional
cobalt pigment adornment on porcelain. Inspired from the chintz print,
each piece is hand drawn describing imaginary gardens.
PRICE `1,100 to `3,200; AT www.arttdinox.com

beat the heat
Paint company MRF Vaporcure has come up with an
innovative product Aquafresh Cool, which will help
people to stay cool during summers. All you have to
do is paint the terrace with it. This single pack water
based acrylic paint prevents heat build-up on the
roof by continuously reflecting IR radiations from the
sun back to the atmosphere. It is designed to act as
a preventive, thereby facilitating
reduction in heat transfer from
the roof to the interiors of the
building. The roof top temperatures can come down by 12 to
5 degree Celsius after the coating.
The higher the external temperature the greater will be the reduction in heat internally.
PRICE `450 to `475 per litre
AT www.mrfpaints.com

By RIDHI KALE

WHAT HAPPENS WHEN the gospel of maximalism meets daily life,
or when you can’t decide whether to declutter or add prints and patterns
to your home? Should you own less or simply upcycle? When it comes to
decor and design, dilemmas are common. HOME comes to your rescue.
Our 11th Anniversary Special maps trends that will define 2017-2018.
We’re not just helping you stay far ahead of the design curve, but also
breaking down the trends to help you adapt them to your habitats.

11th ANNIVERSARY SPECIAL

cover story

If cement has broken the shackles of banality, graphics have become all the
rage in decor pieces. At one end international design brands are eyeing the
Indian market, at the other designers are restoring royal edifices. In the
eco-friendly domain, recycled products, sustainable architecture and rough
and rustic home textiles are in vogue. Looking ahead, as the next generation
takes over, smart home automation is as popular as creating a healthy home
with vitamin showers. That’s not all, urban gardens are also trending this year.

11th ANNIVERSARY SPECIAL

cover story

Graphics

IN GRAPHIC
DETAIL
Striking a balance
between the bold and
serene has finally gained
both popularity and pace
in pretty decor pieces
By RIDHI KALE

Playing it safe is as tempting
as it is boring; which is why we
have been seeing decorators and
designers take the risky route
and infuse homes with colour,
prints and patterns. Increasingly graphics are being used on
everything from wallpaper to
home decor. Creating a visual
story and using graphics innovatively are the key defining
factors of this trend.
Products from Tropical State of Mind collection by Chumbak

SHUBHRA CHADDA, 37
CO-FOUNDER, CHUMBAK, BANGALORE
WWW.CHUMBAK.COM

POPULAR GRAPHICS The demand for graphic prints and illustrations is
growing while animal-themed and tropical themed printed cushion covers,
serve-ware, breakfast tables and other home decor are very popular.
THE FORECAST Regarding graphic elements, trends like prints of llamas,
flamingos, motivating type, large florals, minimalist designs like polka dots
and bright and bold colours will be trending in the home decor range.
COST Home décor products start at `395 (for a tea light holder)
and go up to `38,995 (double seater sofa).
8
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Tableware from the Mohenjodaro collection by Design Temple

Animal
themed
prints and
tropical
theme
on decor
pieces are
trending

DIVYA THAKUR, 46
DESIGNER, CURATOR AND FOUNDER,
DESIGN TEMPLE, MUMBAI
WWW.DESIGNTEMPLE.COM

SHUBHRA CHADDA

Graphic
detailing
defines a
language.
Without it
a product
is almost
voiceless.

GRAPHICS AND DESIGN It is wonderful to see an upswing in graphic
design detailing across contemporary living spaces today. This now
has an almost prescient presence over any kind of expression, be it in
furniture, wallpapers, floorings, furnishings, rugs and home accessories. Graphic detailing helps define or create a product language.
Without this detail, a product is almost voiceless.
CURRENT TRENDS Detailing in the new neutrals of taupe, ivory, beige
and sand, gives detail without calling too much attention to itself.
Geometric shapes—a mix of different details—in contrasting
or complimentary textures are some of the key emerging trends.
Another emerging trend is graphic art in homes. All kinds of
wonderful renditions ranging from typography to illustrations are
all taking pride of place in homes.
COST Starts at `2,500 (cushions) to `27,500 (flatware)

DIVYA THAKUR
J U N E , 2017
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Luxe Concrete

SUNDEEP KUMAR, 59
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR,
CORPORATE AFFAIRS &
COMMUNICATION, DALMIA
BHARAT LTD, DELHI-NCR
WWW.CRAFTBETON.COM

MAKING CEMENT
SPECIAL It is moulda-

Platter called Pyramis from Craft Beton

CEMENT BECOMES CHIC
From funky knobs to luxe furniture, concrete has broken
out its boring mould and is making heads turn

ble by hand and can be
fused with a variety of
other materials which
the designers (under
our Craft Beton exhibition) have used in
their designs. Further,
the research team at
Dalmia Bharat helped
them defy convention
by making the products
lighter than they
appear and in some
cases thin yet strong.
WHAT’S TRENDING?

By RIDHI KALE

Forget its former unassuming appearance. This is the year of cement. Though
its rough texture and finish made it difficult to accept, over the years its raw and
mouldable nature has found a big market. In fact, in the next couple of months
we are going to see a rise in cement-made products. Already architects have been
using handmade cement tiles for residential and retail spaces. So, while concrete
has always had powerful friends in the architectural community (think Le Corbusier) now homeowners are warming up to its limitless possibilities.

10
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The use of cement in its
natural colour that
embodies the philosophy of minimalism.
COST The range starts
from `2,000 for a
set of coasters to
`1.50 lakh for a
beautiful centre table
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cover story

Luxe Concrete

A complete set of miniature concrete homes by Material Immaterial Studio

No two pieces of
concrete can be alike,
simply because of
factors like humidity,
temperature and
curing method

NITIN BARCHHA, 38
ARCHITECT, DESIGNER AND PARTNER,
MATERIAL IMMATERIAL STUDIO, MUMBAI
WWW.MATERIALIMMATERIAL.COM

12
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WHAT DO YOU LOVE ABOUT IT?
I love the unpredictability of the
shade of grey that will come out
as a prominent colour in your
product. Further, no two pieces
of concrete can be alike, simply because of various factors like humidity, temperature and varied curing
method; also the way the small
bubble of air show up at different
locations every time. The unpredictability makes concrete fun.
TREND HUNTING Concrete as a
material will evolve over the next
few years and we could see an increasing trend of use of concrete
in bathrooms, floors, lighting and
wall textures. Automation and 3D
printing technologies will change
the way we look at it.
COST It starts from `750 and
goes up to `5,800
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Urban Gardens

REENA CHENGAPPA, 4O
CO-FOUNDER AND CEO
MY SUNNY BALCONY,
BANGALORE
WWW.MYSUNNYBALCONY.COM

GARDENING IS ON TREND

A verandah designed by My Sunny Balcony

CONSTANT GARDENER
Urban gardening is in vouge. After all, the final frontier
for space-starved city dwellers is their own patch of green.
By RIDHI KALE

When it comes to urban gardening, the only limitation is our imagination and
willingness to experiment. From walls to innovative containers, every spare inch
of space counts and can be used to create green marvels. In fact, growing veggies
and fruits at home also goes well with the rise of the organic movement across the
country. With several start-ups promising to help the urban dweller with growing
greens, there really is no excuse not to get your hands dirty.

Urban agriculture is
going to be the biggest
trend this year in urban gardening. Stores
that focus on organic
products are becoming
a standard part of the
urban
supply chain. Vertical
gardens growing
produce for the family
has become the hottest
emerging trend in
personal gardens.
AN OFFBEAT IDEA

Personalise containers
in the garden. There is
great joy and a wonderful story to tell when unconventional containers
such as paint buckets,
plastic bottles, or even a
bath tub are used.
COST Balcony gardens
cost `25,000 upwards,
while house gardens cost
`80,000 upwards

J U N E , 2017
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Trend: Urban Gardening

An example of vertical gardening by iKheti

There are three
main trends, kitchen
and vertical
gardening, and being
as eco-friendly
as possible
PRIYANKA AMAR SHAH, 30
ECOPRENEUR AND FOUNDER
IKHETI, MUMBAI
WWW.IKHETI.CO.IN
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IT’S TRENDING There are three
main trends; kitchen gardening
pushed forward by the organic
movement, vertical gardening
and going green or being as
eco-friendly as possible.
PLANTS THAT CAN SURVIVE
ANYTHING Money plant works

well indoors. In the medicinal
category aloe vera is durable.
Under edible plants opt for
lemon grass, curry leaves, mint
or ajwain. As for flowering plants,
bougainvillea is a lovely low
maintenance climber. Succulents
and cacti are ideal for tiny gardens
and forgetful gardeners, as they
are drought tolerant.
COST It can range anywhere
between `500 to `1,000 per sq ft
inclusive of all the raw materials
and implementation cost
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Rustic Home Textiles

MANDEEP NAGI, 49
DESIGN DIRECTOR,
SHADES OF INDIA
WWW.SHADESOFINDIA.COM

WHAT IS RAW CHARM?

Furnishings from the Chinese Garden collection by Shades of India

This trend means
encapsulating how we
reinvent our raw basic
fabrics and move away
from synthetics and
poly-mix of fabrics.
Working with pure
cotton, khadi and jute
allows very creative,
impactful minimalism.
FUTURE OF THIS TREND

RAW CHARM
Swathes of cotton, khadi and jute dominate today’s home
furnishing industry with their rough and rustic appeal
By RIDHI KALE
The touch of textured fabric has been mesmerising interior connoisseurs
for ages. This year, this trend has only gotten bigger and better. Organic cotton,
khadi with a luxe edge, eco-friendly jute and raw silk are all the rage. They bring a
rustic feel and appeal to the room and their textured surface gives it
another dimension. The basic idea behind most of these textiles is to provide a
rich look, while being low in maintenance. Light weight, breezy and good for
both the environment and health, they are popular today.

This trend is going to
have its presence felt as
it creates the awareness
of going back to basics
rather than using
scientifically created
fabrics. Our sensitivity
towards environment is
compelling us to reduce
our carbon footprint
and keep it simple.
COST A jute or khadi
cushion can start
at `3,000
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Rustic Home Textiles

Spun cotton cushion covers from Welspun

A change from
the need to have
everything picture
perfect, rustic
textiles give a home a
warm, lived in look

ASHWINI VAIDYA GUPTE, 40
HEAD OF DESIGN, DOMESTIC
BUSINESS, WELSPUN INDIA LTD
WWW.WELSPUNINDIA.COM
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OPTING FOR RAW TEXTILES The
best part of this trend is that the
products are made from materials
that sustain eco-friendly methods
such as kala cotton and recycled
rags. Further the products are
created through the art of block
printing, traditional dyes, handstitched embroidery, and hand
painting with a modern twist.
WHY IT WORKS? Rustic textiles
allow people to combine what
they have with what they have
inherited. A change from the need
to have everything picture perfect,
rustic textiles give a home a warm
lived in look. Further, rustic
textiles also allow that burst of
difference and colour in what can
be an otherwise generic room.
COST The price range for spun
cushion covers is `595 to `695
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Intelligent Gadgets

JAYANTH JAIN, 47
MANAGING DIRECTOR,
GM MODULAR, MUMBAI
WWW.GMMODULAR.COM

i-Smart switch from GM Modular

RISE OF SMART HOMES
The market is full of gadgets that are built to make your
habitat smarter. Experts decode what’s trending.
By RIDHI KALE
A home is clearly more than just a prime location with pretty paint colours.
Not too long ago, the very thought of incorporating intelligent devices in
our most private spaces seemed daunting, or something right out of The Jetsons.
But today, people are welcoming these revolutionary gizmos
into their homes with open arms. So it’s safe to say that the ‘house of the
future’ is actually the ‘house of today’. Two experts, well-versed in all
things tech decode this phenomenon.
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SWITCH TO THIS The
use of energy-efficient
products like LEDs
and home automation
has become quite popular. A switch today
looks better and does a
lot more—from switching and dimming, to
motion sensing switches. With the introduction of light sensitive
switches, the idea of a
switch has changed.
AN INTELLIGENT
GADGET The G-Bus

Home Automation
shows you how much
energy your electronic
appliances are using on
your IOS and Android
devices. You can also
control and monitor
your electronics
with a Wi-Fi or 3/4G
connection from
wherever you are.
COST `20,000 (G-Bus
Home Automation)

Siemens Combination Microwave Oven

FUTURE READY Internet of Things

(IOT) is all set to disrupt the way
we live and work. But
at this point India doesn’t have
the basic infrastructure or the
framework to get the ball rolling.
Apart from being technologically
sound, the appliances need to be
visually appealing as well, to
fit into a smart home.
PLAN AHEAD When opting for a
home automation system a lot of
planning and implementation is
required. For high-performance
and flexible devices and functions,
structured wiring infrastructure is
critical. Consult a knowledgeable
and experienced integration
professional to get things going.
COST A smart home costs anywhere between `5 lakh to `50 lakh
depending on the customisation

In a smart home,
apart from beimg
technologically sound,
the appliances need
to be visually
appealing as well
GUNJAN SRIVASTAVA, 49
MANAGING DIRECTOR
AND CEO, MUMBAI,
BSH HOUSEHOLD APPLIANCES
WWW.BSH-GROUP.COM
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Recycling

ANU TANDON VIEIRA, 53
PRODUCT DESIGNER
AND FOUNDER,
THE RETYREMENT PLAN,
MUMBAI
THERETYREMENTPLAN.IN

WHY RECYCLE? If
you visit any of the
innumerable small
industries, bins are
overflowing with scraps
of perfectly good raw
materials. The idea is
to produce beautifully
designed and woven
pieces of furniture,
without compromise
and finding markets
that value them and
are willing to integrate
these upcycled pieces.
TRASH TO TREASURE

We offer a range of furniture pieces using discarded tyres woven over
with ropes in shimmering plastic waste.
COST Pouffes start
from `5,500, loungers at `15,000, larger
made-to-order pieces
can go up to `40,000
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Furniture woven with textile waste rope from The Retyrement Plan

RECYCLE & REUSE
Think and design green as eco-friendly
products are in vogue
By RIDHI KALE

Waste not, want not. It is a great adage, but in real life, rarely does it work and as
a result a lot of waste material is generated. That’s where our eco-warriors come
in. Armed with lots of ideas for creating products out of old textiles, tyres, plastic,
keys and ropes, to name a few, they have changed the design industry. If a few
years ago this meant ordinary, run-of-the-mill products, today they come in
attractive colours and an array of sizes and styles.
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Recycling

Recycled key photoframe from WorkshopQ

THE NEW NORMS Recycled prod-

Designers maximise
using recycled
materials in their
designs for aesthetic
appeal and to comply
with sustainability ethos

MADHVI KHAITAN PITTIE, 29
CO-FOUNDER, WORKSHOPQ,
JAIPUR AND MUMBAI
WWW.WORKSHOPQ.COM

uct design has evolved to include
social and economic elements
such as working with marginalised and artisan communities,
waste pickers and young enthusiastic volunteers to make the business model sustainable by leaving
a positive footprint.
UPCOMING TRENDS Tetra pack
and rubber tyre recycled pieces
are widely available in the
market in the form of fashion
accessories and stationery items.
Product designers aim to maximise using recycled materials in
their designs both for aesthetic
appeal and to comply with the
sustainability ethos.
COST The average price of the
recycled product such as a
photoframe is `550
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Restoration

REVIVING THE PAST
Refurbishing is trending this year as
regal buildings get a makeover
By RIDHI KALE
Restoration is a tricky business. It is the art of
keeping the essence of the old alive, while infusing
it with current design ideologies and trends. Not
just to bring it back to life, but to make it stand

out. Experts say that this year will be all about
the royal revival, a way to let unfettered imagination give wings to the past. So, forts, palaces and
havelis will get a much-needed revamp.

AYUSH KASLIWAL, 42
FOUNDER, AYUSH KASLIWAL
DESIGN STUDIO, JAIPUR
WWW.AKFDSTUDIO.COM

THE NARENDRA BHAWAN
MAKEOVER The last ruler of the

A dramatic corridor filled with artefacts in Narendra Bhawan
22
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Bikaner royal family, Narendra
Singh ji, did not leave many
memories in the public domain.
We had to build the space based
on few images and anecdotes
we had. Trying to create an 80room property that felt more
like the home of a grand uncle
than a hotel, was a challenge.
FUTURE FORWARD The next
step is the use of traditional and
sustainable building techniques
for contemporary application.
TARIFF On Request
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Restoration

A bedroom with old world doors and windows at Alila Fort, Bishangarh

TREND SPOTTING Currently most

Instead of furniture
using old designs,
now depending on the
location and heritage
modern elements are
being incorporated

ATUL KAPOOR, 55
CO-OWNER OF ALILA FORT
BISHANGARH, JAIPUR
WWW.ALILAHOTELS.COM

restored forts and havelis in
Rajasthan sport new furniture
using old designs that are made
to look quaint, like extensively
painted walls and ceilings.
Now, depending on the location
and heritage, elements of modernity are being incorporated
into the design.
RESTORING ALILA FORT We used
mules to transport material up
when there was no road. There
are 22 different layouts of the
guest rooms, each of them designed and redesigned at least five
times by Suneet Bagai (co-owner),
me, architects Sandeep and Ritu
Khandelwal and finally by the
CEO of Alila Hotels & Resorts,
Frederic Simon.
TARIFF On Request
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Next Gen Takes Over

RITIKA AIYSHA DHAMIJA, 33
CO-FOUNDER AND
CEO, IQRUP + RITZ
WWW.IQRUPANDRITZ.COM
WHAT’S YOUR ROLE?

A living room setting using furniture from Iqrup + Ritz

NEXT IN LINE
The old make way for the young, as the new generation
infuses the industry with a breath of fresh air
By RIDHI KALE
Generation now is here to leave its mark. Heirs to successful Indian
design companies and firms, they are eager to show the world what
they can do. What else can you expect from a household where words like
decor, design and architecture are common parlance? What’s interesting
is to see them hold their own though they have big shoes to fill. We ask
two bright young scions to shed light on what drives their generation.
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I’ve implemented
a lot of boring but
much-needed processes
to help the business
move forward and
helped streamline
things. My background
is that of a physicist-turned-banker. I
don’t have any formal
design training, but
I am very involved in
forecasting trends, and
setting the
tone for collections.
LOOKING AHEAD

Design is going gone
retro but in a modern
updated way. Straight
lines are being replaced
with the curves of the
70s. We’re saying bye
to natural finishes and
hello to walnut, mahogany and teak colours.
COST Cushions start at
`1,645 and furniture
starts at `9,975
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Next Gen Takes Over

Cushions neatly arranged in shelves at the D’Decor store

WHAT DRIVES YOUR GENERATION? An ambitious vibe. I believe

My generation
understands the need
for new, quick and
efficient services and
the value of time

SANJANA ARORA, 24
BUSINESS HEAD, D’DECOR STORE AND
D’DECOR BLINDS (DOMESTIC
DISTRIBUTION)
WWW.DDECOR.COM

as a higher proportion of our
generation is educated and
socially aware of the surroundings, as compared to before.
We understand the need
for newer, more efficient
services and the value of time. As
for me, being a part of the growth
of D’decor has always been my
dream. In the immediate future,
I see our Blind Gallery shop in
shops growing rapidly.
TREND FORECAST A mix
of fresh, contemporary and
minimalist styles is gaining
popularity. Designers are seeking
inspiration in nature and recreating legendary historic features
with a young and modern twist.
COST The range begins at `595
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Global Becomes Local

EYE ON INDIA
Forget expensive trips
overseas to shop. India
is today attacting several
fine international decor
and design stores
By RIDHI KALE

A few years ago Scandinavian
minimalism was considered theheight of international design.
Few went overseas to purchase
big brands. However, today the
market is full of global goodies
ranging from lamp shades and
accessories to beds and tables.
The good news is that not every
international brand is expensive, so select one that suits both
your budget and your home.
Contemporary furniture from Roche Bobois

SAMVIT TARA, 41
MANAGING DIRECTOR, ROCHE BOBOIS, INDIA
WWW.ROCHE-BOBOIS.COM

WHY INDIA? The growth and demand for quality luxury products from the

domestic market propelled our decision to launch Roche Bobois in India three
years ago. We continue to see India as a market with strong growth
potential and we plan to expand our retail footprint.
DEFINING INTERNATIONAL DESIGN It is elegant, modular, customisable,
simple and minimal. Currently the trends that dominate this space are
marble and wood, colours and extravagance and freedom of form.
COST Furniture begins at `1 lakh (approximately) and accessories at `20,000
26
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The Muji Beads Sofa has many uses including
as a neck cushion, pillow and a sofa

Global
design is
elegant,
modular,
easy to
customise,
simple and
minimal
SAMVIT TARA

SATORU MATSUZAKI, 63
PRESIDENT AND REPRESENTATIVE
DIRECTOR AND EXECUTIVE OFFICER,
RYOHIN KEIKAKU CO LTD, JAPAN,
WWW.MUJI.COM/IN

Careful,
delicate,
simple,
concise and
harmonious
designs are
trending
SATORU MATSUZAKI

GLOBAL BRANDS ENTERING THE COUNTRY India is an enormous retail
market, second only in population to China. Over the past several years,
India’s market environment has developed as the country’s middle class
and upper middle class consumer segments have grown rapidly. India’s
market has also undergone gradual deregulation. In 2012, the Indian
government passed laws allowing foreign companies to establish wholly
owned entities operating single-brand retail stores. In response to these
positive developments, we decided to open MUJI in India.
FIVE TRENDS TO WATCH OUT FOR At the moment globally careful,
delicate, simple, concise and harmonious designs are trending.
COST Starting from `40 for an eraser to `1 lakh for a high
density pocket coil mattress.
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Green Design

SUSTAINABLE LIVING
Climate change is a reality no one can ignore. This year architects are
focussing their energies on creating homes that good for the environment
By RIDHI KALE
The world has been looking for opportunities to
develop and accelerate sustainability-oriented
projects and structures. Going green is not so
much a trend as it is a solution for the possible

energy crisis. In fact, design experts have been
focussing their energies on it. So, what’s different
this year? New technologies and practices have
been adopted that are game changers.

MANIT RASTOGI, 47
FOUNDER PARTNER,
MORPHOGENESIS, DELHI
WWW.MORPHOGENESIS.ORG

Infosys Campus with a sustainable design by Morphogenesis

In architecture there is
no definitive green
concept, rather a need
to create eco systems
CHITRA VISHWANATH, 54
PRINCIPAL ARCHITECT AND MANAGING DIRECTOR,
BIOME ENVIRONMENTAL SOLUTIONS
WWW.BIOME-SOLUTIONS.COM
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THE TRENDS As we refine our
learnings in net-zero (spaces zero
on energy, water and waste to
landfill), the next natural step is
generating energy positive structures (buildings that generate
more energy than they consume).
ROOKIE MISTAKES A common
misconception is that sustainability is a layer, to be applied on top
of a project in order to achieve a
green rating label. A sustainable
building depletes minimal
natural resources during its
construction and operation.
COST One should be able to
achieve savings of 10 to 15 per cent
over a non-green home.
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Wellness

HEALTH AT HOME
Can the space you live in not only look good but also make
you feel good? According to this new trend, it sure can.
By RIDHI KALE

Serein Wellness Homes in Thane has features like vitamin showers

Till last year a gym, spa, meditation room or swimming pool were what one would
think of when incorporating the wellness concept into a home. Today the definition
has changed to include air purifiers, earth’s magnetic force, showers infused with
vital vitamins and aromatherapy. A healthy home means healthy inhabitants.

To a large
extent the
health of a
building
depends
upon the
earth’s
energies

RAJEEB DASH, 39
HEAD CORPORATE MARKETING, TATA HOUSING
DEVELOPMENT CO LTD, MUMBAI
WWW.TATAHOUSING.IN
FOR YOUR WELL BEING A wellness home comes with
vitamin-C infused showers, aromatherapy, effective
air cleaning and treatment practices including particle filters, UV sanitation, and activated carbon air
filters. Along with EMF (electromotive force) shielding and building wide water purification systems
COST From `1.55 crore onwards (for Serein
Wellness Homes in Thane)

AJAY PODDAR, 62
MANAGING DIRECTOR,
SYENERGY ENVIRONICS LTD,
DELHI
WWW.ENVIRONICS.CO.IN

t his & that

Decor

PRINCE
OF PANACHE

What do Sir Elton John, Cher and Eva Mendes have
in common? Martyn Lawrence Bullard, a US-based
interior designer. Here’s a peek into his new LA store.
By RIDHI KALE

C
Interior designer
Martyn Lawrence
Bullard (above); his
new store (top); a
colourful corner at
the store (right)
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an eclectic be stylish? Can ethnic pieces sit
pretty in a contemporary environment?
Can modern luxury mean comfort?
According to London-born, Los Angelesresident, Martyn Lawrence Bullard, the answer
to all these questions is a resounding yes. For
those not in the know, Hollywood A-listers pay
50-year-old Bullard a fortune to decorate their
homes. In fact, he is currently working on both
Kendall and Kylie Jenner’s homes and putting the
finishing touches on actor Melissa Rivers, super
model Alessandra Ambrosio and actor (from
Grey’s Anatomy) Ellen Pompeo’s habitats. He also
works on commercial projects. “I’m completing
my biggest hotel project yet—the Hotel California
in Santa Barbara that will open this summer. I
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am also working on a boutique hotel in
Hollywood where no two rooms will be
alike,” says Bullard. The good news is
that Bullard has recently unveiled his
showroom, Martyn Lawrence Bullard
Atelier below his renowned design
studio on Melrose Avenue, LA.
WHEN THE TIME IS RIGHT
“I decided to open the store as a brand
extension of not only my design studio,
but also as a window into my world, the
first space that would show all my
product lines together, giving a true
picture of my aesthetic and design
inspirations,” says Bullard. The interior
designer waited decades to open his
store. “I have been thinking about a

Furnishings (above) and furniture (left) at
the Martyn Lawrence Bullard Atelier in LA

showroom for a long time. When the shop below
my offices became available it seemed like
not only the perfect spot, but also the right time
to do this,” he explains.
WHAT’S IN STORE
The store has on display Bullard’s furniture collection with many new finishes and upholstery options,
alongside vintage designer items that he has collected and carefully vetted. “My porcelain collections,
glassware, home fragrances and jewellery will be set
against my wallpapers and fabrics which decorate
the space as I would a home,” he says. Lighting he
designed in Venice is hung from the ceiling alongside
1960s and 70s Murano glass pieces. You can also get
your hands on exclusive photography collections by
Cheyenne Randall, Greg Lotus and Gino Sullivan.
AT www.martynlawrencebullard.com
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THE BIGGER,
THE BETTER

With verdant views and lush lawns, it only made sense to
break down walls and let the oudoors inside this spacious
bungalow in Ahmedabad by Hiren Patel Architects

HIREN PATEL
Founder and Architect
Hiren Patel Architects,
Ahmedabad
www.hpa.co.in

T

his residence in Ahmedabad is a combination of my
raw emotions and the freedom I was given by the
client to create something that has not been seen
before. The inviting grand entrance porch sets the
tone for the rest of the home. A central visual axis
was derived to let the gaze automatically move
towards the gazebo rather than the party lawn. Other
eye-catching features include two courtyards in the
front and centre, for ventilation and transparency.

The drawing room
overlooks the garden

UNDERSTANDING THE LAYOUT
The ground floor has a drawing room, dining
room, living area, family lounge, guest room and
a master bedroom. A beautiful verandah was
designed on the ground floor facing east to enjoy
the morning sun. Corridors have strategic cut-outs
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that let natural light to seep in through the skylights.
An eight feet wide passage takes you around the central
courtyard that eventually leads to a beautiful staircase.
The staircase takes you to the first floor that has open
terraces, a multi-purpose hall and four gargantuan
bedrooms each equipped with its very own dressing area
and private lounge. For privacy (especially for the female
family members), an infinity pool has been designed on the
first floor. The pool overlooks a lush garden and the trees
come up to the first floor ensuring that the homeowners can
enjoy a stunning view as they take a dip. The minimalistic
design of the structure becomes a bridge between modern
architecture and natural green landscapes.
OVERCOMING THE CHALLENGES
Designing a home for a joint family is different and at times
a difficult challenge. You need to ensure that it has a flexible
design, as the members of the family vary from a four-yearold child to grandparents aged 75 plus. Therefore house
is designed in such a way that it keeps the family connected
yet gives individuals their own space and privacy. So, the
home is in a C-shape creating a central green courtyard;
The bathoom with
a stunning light
feature (above);
large floor-toceiling windows
let this living
space bathe in
natural light (left)
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The infinity pool
on the first floor
offers a great view

and the bedrooms are kept far away from each other.

FACT FILE
Location
Ahmedabad, Gujarat
Services by Architects
Architecture, interior
and landscape design
Built-up Site Area
45,267 sq ft
Year of Completion
2014

KEEPING IT LIGHT
The main structure is on the western side leaving the large east facing
garden open. In the morning it bathes in the sun and in the evening the
building casts a shadow over the garden. The gorgeous east verandah was
created to encourage outdoor living. The best part? The home gets ample
natural light throughout the day through the central green and C-shaped
passage’s skylight. The pergola in this area casts intricate patterns of
shadows that constantly keep changing as the sun moves. That is how one
gets connected with the sun even when you are inside. Another intersting
aspect is the sculptural canopy at the entrance, which looks great and doubles up as a welcoming gesture. The family also believes in the importance
of sports and fitness. This is the reason why the infinity pool has a steam
and sauna next to it. Speaking of the outdoors, there’s even an open rest
room designed to be used during outdoor gatherings. All in all, this bungalow is just the right mix of spatial planning, functionality and aesthetics.

l ast look

Princess
Leia’s Table
While we are not sure if R2-D2 would like this
one, the Le-a coffee table that takes its cues
from Star Wars is definitely an attention
grabber. The piece has been designed by French
designer Leblon Delienne in collaboration with
Zaha Hadid Design. Delienne found his inspiration in the iconic hairstyle, the braided bun of
Princess Leia. In this one-of-a-kind-furniture
piece, the best of both collaborators can be
found. So the straight lines and smooth curves
are courtesy Zaha Hadid Design while the
polished colour and free form find its roots
in Delienne’s aesthetics. The glossy table is
designed using fibre and resin and is available in
black, pearl white, silver and brass hues.
PRICE on request
AT en.leblon-delienne.com
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Cover Story

The Game Changers
The region’s top sportspersons
reveal the secret to their
phenomenal success.

Cover photograph by SANDEEP SAHDEV

OUR PICK of the month
Sweet Little Nothings

If baking interests your children, then
this is one summer workshop they
should not miss. A one day cooking/
baking class for children and and teens
aged eight to 18 organised by Sakshi
Mohan in Chandigarh, this is where
they can learn how to make goodies
such as chocolate cake, chocolate ganache, chocolate balls, instant coconut
laddoo, mango peda, grilled sandwhich
and tropical fizz (mocktail).
On June 28 Time 10.30 a.m.
Price Rs 1,000
Tel 9501149660
Volume 13 Number 6; June 2017

Copyright Living Media India Ltd. All rights reserved throughout the world. Reproduction in any manner is prohibited.
Published & Printed by Manoj Sharma on behalf of Living Media India Limited. Printed at Thomson Press India Limited, 18 - 35, Milestone, Delhi - Mathura Road,
Faridabad - 121 007, (Haryana). Published at K - 9, Connaught Circus, New Delhi - 110 001. Editor: Kaveree Bamzai
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GAME

THE REGION’S TOP SPORTSPERSONS
REVEAL THE SECRET TO THEIR
PHENOMENAL SUCCESS

CHANGERS
 by Sukant Deepak
photographs by

sandeep sahdev

Speed Champion
BANI YADAV, 46,

Rallyist, Gurgaon/Chandigarh

Who is She? The only woman in India

to have won the Asia Cup for The Indian Rally
Championship (IRC) in 2015, Bani Yadav, who was
recently awarded The Outstanding Woman in
Motorsports for Rallying 2016 by The Federation of
Motorsports Club of India (FMSCI) has also won the
Maruti Suzuki Raid De Himalaya, Maruti Suzuki Dakshin
Dare and Maruti Suzuki Desert Storm in the women's
category. Bani entered motorsports only four years ago
and despite major spinal problems, which had her
bedridden for months, she never let anything deter her
from further pursuing her passion.
All in the Genes Remembering her mother and
aunts who participated in vintage car rallies in the 60s,
when it was rare to spot a woman behind the wheels,
Yadav says, “The genes were there, but all credit goes to
my husband Suresh Yadav. He has always motivated me
to push my boundaries.”
The Adrenaline Rush The rallyist says that speed
has always fascinated her, not to mention the kick that
she gets when people see a woman her age drive well
and give men heartburn.
All Set For The IRC round in September, the Maruti
Suzuki Dakshin Dare in July and the Maruti Suzuki Raid
De Himalayas in October.
Dodging ChallengesYadav admits that one of the
biggest challenges she faces is being a woman in a man’s
world. “The discrimination is evident, right from the
glares I get from competitors who are upset after losing
to me. But it’s the same in every field I guess.”
4 INDIA TODAY PUNJABI F JUNE 2017

KNOW HER BETTER
When Not Rallying
Working in my
corporate office
Idea of Relaxation
Spending time with my pet
dogs and cats
I Dig
Travelling, watching a science
fiction movie every night
When Not in Rallying Gear
Jeans and a comfortable
T-shirt with a jacket

It gives me a kick to see a man’s expressions when
he sees a woman driving better than him.
JUNE 2017 F INDIA TODAY PUNJABI
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This sport is all about becoming one
with the weapon and controlling every
sensation of the body.

Shooting Success
ADITI SINGH, 21,

Shooter, Faridabad/Chandigarh

The Journey She participates in all-women
rifle events—10m air rifle, 50m rifle 3 positions
and 50m rifle Prone. When Aditi Singh started
with air rifle four years ago, she got hooked to
the 50m rifle event for it used real bullets. “The
fascinating aspect of live bullets eventually laid
the foundation for me to take it up in 2015 on
a competitive basis. It has now turned into my
main event.”
Achievements This 2016 World Cup
bronze medalist who is a member of the
Senior Indian Shooting Team 2017 has also
participated in several prestigious international
events in Germany, Poland, Czech Republic and
Germany.
How it Began While Singh spent her childhood playing tennis, a chance visit to the Tughlakabad shooting range in Delhi changed
everything. “I went there with my father and
was in awe of the participants. It was then that
I realised that I had to hit the bull’s eye too. My
father has always supported and encouraged
me. He is the one who has made a fighter out of
me,” she recollects.
The Kick Singh says that the game has helped
her evolve mentally and emotionally, and the
feeling of representing the country internationally is unparalleled.
Ready to Aim The shooter is undergoing
extensive training for the upcoming selection
trials scheduled for August this year, scores of
which will be taken into account before finalising
the Indian contingent for the Commonwealth
Shooting Championship in Australia in 2018.
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FUN BEYOND THE GUN
When Not Shooting
Vlogging and Photography
Idea of Relaxation
Hitting the gym, aerobics and zumba. And yes, food
I Dig
Books, dancing, travelling, photography, fitness and music
When Not in Shooting Gear
Well-fitted bootcut jeans to go with simple white
tee or a fancy kurti

I am waiting to represent the country in the senior squad.
Pace Perfect
SIDDHARTH KAUL, 26,
Bowler, Chandigarh

Who is He? A part of the

under-19 World Cup winning team in
2008, Siddharth Kaul, a top bowler with
the Sunrisers Hyderabad IPL team is already
known for his consistent performances.
Score Card Kaul, who has been
playing cricket for the past 17 years surprised
everybody with his haul during the last IPL
season with the score card of 4/29 vs
Supergiant, 3/24 vs Mumbai Indians and
3/36 vs Kings XI Punjab.
The Obsession “Almost everyone in my
family is into sports. My parents are Gymnastic coaches and my brother, like me, is
obsessed with cricket. So, it was natural for

me to take up a sport early in life.”
High On Kaul says that the fact Cricket is a
team sport is what gives him a high. “There
is immense responsibility involved. I am
really looking forward to representing India
one day.”
Blocking Roadblocks “I am grateful
that I come from a family where sports is
given importance and respect; I haven’t yet
faced any major hindrances. Even if I do, I
know I can count on my family.”
Next On Cards Kaul has already started
training for next year’s tournaments. “You
have to be at the top of your fitness game at
all times,” he says.

DEEP DIVE
When Not on the Field
Watching movies
Idea of Relaxation
Trekking & Spa
I Dig
Dancing, driving and
sleeping
When Not in
Cricket Gear
Blue Jeans with white shirt
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Wheels of Change
SARAN PREETI, 34,
Cyclist, Hoshiarpur

Who is She? She is the first woman

Super Randonneur of Punjab and cycled from
Manali to Leh last year when she conquered
Khardung-La, the highest motorable road in the
world. “That is a memory that will stay with me
forever,” says Saran Preeti, who along with her
husband Abhishek Kashyap organised the first
segment of Brevets, which are rides of fixed distances that are to be completed within specified
time limits, in Hoshiarpur in November 2014.
A Thank You Note For Preeti, nothing would
have been possible without her husband’s support.
“He has always stood by me and ensured that I
always felt strong, no matter what direction the
wind was blowing.”
The Initiation When Preeti’s husband was injured after a fall in June 2013, the doctors advised
him to cycle in order to avoid surgery for the severe

When you believe in
yourself, every glass ceiling
is bound to shatter.

ligament tear. “We went to Kochi that year and bought cycles
to explore the town and thoroughly enjoyed it. Soon, we
could cycle 30-40 km a day.”
What Keeps Her Going Though I don’t take part in
competitive cycling, what really draws me to this game is the
test of endurance, nerves and the high one gets by surpassing
everybody’s expectations,” explains Preeti.
Testing Times Despite the fact that her mother didn’t
really support her, Preeti’s husband bridged that gap by constantly encouraging her to test her limits. “If you have faith
and believe in yourself, no one can stop you,” she says.
Get, Set, Go Preeti will be participating in the RAAM
(Race Across America) qualifiers to in Pune in November.
RAAM is considered to be the world’s toughest endurance
race.

Master Stroke
AMANDEEP DRALL, 24,
Golf, Chandigarh

Who is She? Amandeep Drall is a shin-

OFF TRACK
When Not Cycling
Going for long drives
Idea of Relaxation
Watching Discovery and
National Geographic
Channel
I Dig
Books
When Not in Cycling Gear
Western casuals

ing star in India’s Golf horizon. She has represented India in various international events
like Malaysian Open (2013, 2014), Singapore
Open (2012), Thailand Open (2014) and was a
reserve during the 2014 Asian Games held in
South Korea.
Merit List In December 2016, she earned
the European tour card, which gave her full
playing rights on the European Ladies Tour
(LET) held at Marrakech, Morocco. Drall was
adjudged the best Indian at the qualifiers with
a seventh place. In 2016, she finished second
in order of merit on WGAI (Women's Golf Association Of India) and was adjudged the player
of the year, besides boasting of the year’s best
stroke average.
The Discovery In 2007, the then 14-yearold Drall had attended a summer coaching
camp at the Army Golf Course in Patiala. The
coach noticed that she was a natural at the
game. “He told my parents to buy me a golf
set. I started playing over weekends. All credit
goes to my parents for allowing me to give this
expensive sport a try,” she says.
The Adrenaline Rush “I am a calm and
patient person, so this game really suits my
personality,” says Drall.
Next in Line Drall will be proving her mettle
at the Honk Kong Open to be held in June
this year.

Golf is so much like
life—you're tested
at every shot.

QUITE A SPORT
When Not Golfing
Playing tennis and football
Idea of Relaxation
Watching television
I Dig
Collecting ‘Hot-Wheels’ and
drawing
When Not in Shooting Gear
Jeans and t-shirt
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Quite A Racquet
ISHITA, 16,

Badminton, Chandigarh

The Rising Star Ishita has the distinction
of being the State champion in the under-17,
under-19 and seniors categories. “I don’t know what
to say; I guess all the hard work is finally paying off,”
says the rising star.
Score Card Won the International RSL Cup
held in Czech Republic in 2015.
High on Confidence Ishita’s father and brother
introduced her to the Badminton court six years
ago. “In 2010, I wanted to participate in the Tricity
championship in Chandigarh but my parents were
apprehensive that I might lose as I had just started
playing. However, I walked home with the top
trophy. That boosted my confidence a great deal,”
she recollects.

What Drives Her While many of Ishita’s friends

may be spending their time hanging out at cafes,
this 16-year-old makes it a point to practice twice a
day. “There is a peculiar high one gets after getting
drained. Surprising everyone by beating well-known
players is the best kick,” she says.
Her Support Bank The ace-player says that
she has not experienced any major problems, all
thanks to her father. “He ensures that I am comfortable and never feel low, even if I lose an important
match. He has been a great source of strength.”
What's Next? “I am practising extensively to be
a National Champion and represent the country.
That’s the only thing occupying my mind
right now.”

I practise twice a
day. Nothing excites
me more than the
idea of representing
my country.

PRACTICE PERFECT
When Not on the Badminton Court
Out with friends
Idea of Relaxation
Music
I Dig
Baking
When Not in Sports Gear
That seldom happens!
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Sword Queen
For advanced training I need to go abroad,
but finance is a major constraint.

JYOTIKA DUTTA, 20,
Fencing, Patiala/Shimla

Silver Star Jyotika Dutta, a Common-

wealth Games silver medalist in fencing, has
been practising the sport for the past seven
years. She has participated in almost all
major events including the 2015 youth Asian
championship (Mongolia), 2015 Junior
Asian Championship (Bahrain), 2016 senior Asian Championship (China) and 2016
youth Asian Championship (Japan).
Score Card With national and international titles in her kitty, the young girl is an
inspiration for other fencers and is touted to
be one of the most promising sportspersons
in the country.
The Introduction After her cousin, who
is also into Fencing, introduced Dutta to the
game, there has been no looking back.
The Adrenaline Rush “This is a game
that requires very high level of concentration.
It’s exciting to get into the psyche of the opponent and predict his next move,” says Dutta.
Facing Roadblocks “In order to advance my training, it is important that I go
abroad but I am unable to do so owing to
financial constraints,” she says.
Get, Set, Go At present, Dutta is training
for the Asian Championship to be held in
Hong Kong in June and the World
Championship in Germany in July.
KNOW HER BETTER
When not fencing
Sleeping and reading
Idea of relaxation
Watching a movie
I Dig
Cooking and working
out in the gym
When not in fencing gear
Whatever is trending,
I diligently follow fashion

The most important thing is to remain
focused and eye the top trophy.

Smash It Out
JAANIA SINGH, 14,

Squash, Chandigarh

Who is She? Singh has already carried the Indian flag twice at the Asian
Junior Individual Squash Championship 2015 and 2016 in Tehran, Iran
and Kuala Lumpur in the Girls under-15 category respectively and is all set to
represent India at the Asian Junior Squash Championship 2017 in Jordan
this August.
The Introduction Singh says that it has been her father, Amanpreet
Singh, a state level shooter and Mountain Car Rally Champion (1990) who
has constantly encouraged her. “He introduced me to the game at the age of
eight. He has been the strongest support, someone who has always picked
me up. Also, my brother is a squash player.”
Building Stamina The fact that this sport demands very high stamina
is what fascinates Singh most about it. “Well, victory does have a very sweet
taste. However, squash is synonymous with absolute fitness. Playing ensures
that I am at the top of my physical and mental fitness always.”
On The Top “Infrastructure for squash is a major problem. However, I feel
that the key to reach the top is to focus on one’s strength.”

CUTTING EDGE
When Not Playing
Studying and reading
Idea of Relaxation
Listening to music
I Dig
Swimming and dancing
When Not in Squash Gear
Casuals, mostly jeans
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“Going back
can sometimes
be fatal”
Chandigarh-based artist Malkit Singh
shares his inhibitions on
remembering things from past.
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HE MAIN DOOR OF HIS
apartment is open. One just walks in.
He later says that there is nothing to
steal in his house. “Well, if a thief breaks-in
just for art, he deserves to take it all,” he says.
Artist Malkit Singh might look frail after
his recent open-heart surgery, but offers to
make tea while a half empty bottle of Johnnie
Walker Red stares at us from a rack. “Small
pleasures of life you see. After all, one has to
keep the heart beating,” he smiles.
The meeting is regarding his recently
completed painting which is making waves
and is being exhibited widely, including
galleries in Mumbai and Chandigarh. Titled
‘Waiting’, he has tried to recreate the
proceedings when he was on the operation
table. “The doctors had sharp instruments,
the technicians kept looking at me. Suddenly
the women staff appeared to be rudaalis.
It seemed they would start the mourning ritual anytime. My heart sank,” says the
74-year-old.
Originally conceived as a series, Singh
says he might stop at one painting. He
remembers his trip to Japan just after the
Tsunami. When he asked the organisers if he
could paint the tragedy, they refused. “They
said they didn’t want to remember the bitterness of the past, the rage of the ocean. How
can you not? I see the deep wound on my
chest every day. Sometimes I open my shirt
and look into the mirror. Who knows what all
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I see the
deep wound
on my chest
every day.
Sometimes I
open my shirt
and wonder,
who knows
what all was
taken away.

was taken away.”
But how can an artist like him escape the
past, the one, whose ultra-modern apartment’s every corner has images from his
village Lande in district Moga “You know,
everyone I knew in my village has passed
away, all my friends. But I still go there
regularly. I see their houses, the places,
the labyrinths where we hid, the corners
that sheltered our gossip. I also visit the
fields where I had scattered the ashes of my
deceased family members. I don’t know if
anyone will do that for me.”
‘Waiting’, which strikes out with red
colour, offers little relief and makes one
silent. The colour does not depict rage.
“The uniformity is supposed to remind us
of the dangers that lurk behind creation of
an atmosphere, where diverse voices are not
welcomed, where the powerful are scared of
even a minute tone of dissent.”

Feature

Scripting
Her Life
Chandigarh-based writer Gurleen Kaur Dhillon, whose
short film Zimmevari has made her an overnight celebrity,
talks about juggling chemistry and creativity
_ By Sukant Deepak

C
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handigarh-based Gurleen
FUN FACTS
Kaur, 24, an MSc Degree
Fashion Staple
holder from Panjab
T-shirts
and pajamas,
University (2016), who has writeven to college
ten the script for the short film
Take Me There
Zimmevari, which became an instant
Mountains
Youtube hit, says that she is finally
Next On the Agenda
doing what she has always wanted to.
Writing stories, more stories
With storyteller Neelash Mishra
Breathing Free
lending his voice, the movie which
Music. From 70s classics
released last month, explores the
to Punjabi pop.
complex relationship between a new
bride and her mother-in-law, staying miles away from the clichéd evil portrayal of the bridegroom’s
mother. “I wanted to showcase multiple layers of this relationship
and bring forth the fact that adjustments have to be made on both
sides because it is complicated when a new person enters a house
which was complete even without her.” The idea, the young writer
says, came to her when she started attending her friends’ weddings.
Stressing that most people laughed when she told them that she
wanted to get a film made on this story, Dhillon adds, “Everything
is associated with age, even dreams.” Approaching Chandigarhbased director, Abhishek Garg set the ball rolling. “He liked the
theme immediately.”
Hailing from small town Tohana in Haryana, Dhillon, who has
always been a Science student, remembers, “Despite the fact that I
was always artistically inclined, physics and chemistry books always
ruled my room. In fact in our family, women are far more educated
than the men.”
The writer now wants to see herself on-screen. Although she
had received several offers to act in television series, she could
not go ahead with them as all the opportunities arrived right in
the middle of her exams. Not interested in going to a film school,
Dhillon wants to learn on the job by assisting scriptwriters
who like to experiment with stories and mediums. “All my life I
have been surrounded by textbooks, a little break won’t hurt,”
she adds.
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Why am I
expected to
be a hero?
With her debut book Small Acts of Freedom set to release
next year, Gurmehar Kaur, who has been labeled an 'activist',
assures us that she is just another girl who loves spending
time at Starbucks and can’t live without Zara.
_ By Sukant Deepak

T

olstoy’s War and Peace rests on Gurmehar Kaur’s bedside table.
She is excited that Jane Austen will feature extensively in her
second year literature studies at the Lady Shri Ram College in
Delhi. And she just finished Anuja Chauhan’s Baaz (and loved
it). She tells us a secret—that she is no leftist, loves hoarding money and
can’t live without Zara. One day, she wants to be known as a writer and
maybe work at the UN too. No, entering politics is nowhere in the picture. “This is despite the fact that I always tell television journalists that I
have not even attained the legal age to fight elections.”
She has a close group of friends, doesn’t party much and can share
where she hangs out in Delhi. “But you won’t tell the ABVP guys, right?”
she laughs.This 20-year-old young woman has her weak moments too.
“I am no hero and why am I expected to be? I can get teary-eyed when
there is no one around, thinking about the kind of abuses I was subjected to. I was feeling a little low on my flight to Chandigarh but I did
my best not to let my fellow passengers notice it,” says Kaur, who was in
Chandigarh in May.
We start talking about the trolling she was subjected to by ABVP
members and how it made her a household name. Did she ever imagine that people could be so insensitive, so vicious? She says she never
did. It was a rude shock. “Now I feel that we as humans are essentially
sadists and the online medium promises us enough anonymity to bring
that out. I feel like I suddenly grew older by decades in those three days.
I have had several face-to-face interactions with people from both right
and left wing, we may disagree on many fronts, but I have never experienced such behavior in person. Well, so many right-wingers have
requested me for a selfie after a heated debate.”
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I feel we humans are
essentially sadists. The
online medium promises
us enough anonymity
to bring that out.

And how does she look back at the time when the
controversy erupted? How did she cope with the
trolls, the aggressive news anchors, and character
assassination by many student leaders? “Yes, I did
feel vulnerable, just like anyone my age would. It was
a tough period. But my friends and family never left
my side. The teachers at my college stood by me.
They would not miss a chance to assure me that I
was not alone.”
No, she is not scared to speak out again. “Why
should I be? Also, authority has to be constantly
questioned, no matter who holds the power, no?”
A new-age journalist with a smartphone on video
mode barges in uninvited and asks about how India
should react to Pakistan’s misadventure on the borders. “Why not wait for the day when you can have
the Indian Defence Minister answer that?” Kaur asks
politely. He leaves.
It takes her a while to get back to her normal self,
when she talks about her love for tennis. “Maria
Sharapova is my favourite”, or her obsession with
coffee, “How can anyone live without it.” Or how
she will react if she comes across Arundhati Roy, “I
wouldn’t be able to utter a word.”
Will she wear a placard for the photoshoot? Kaur
winks, “Hasn’t everyone showered enough love on
that picture of mine?”
Photograph by
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Feature

The State of Art
Artist Paramjit Singh talks about the sorry
state of art education in this country.
_ By Sukant Deepak

SANDEEP SAHDEV

It’s never
about the
technique,
but allowing
the mind to
be receptive
to everything
around you.

this country is pathetic. No one
is interested in finding himself, only
attacking the other,” says the artist,
who is busy making small drawing
with charcoal nowadays.
Talk to him about the contemporary art scene in India, especially
when installations seem to be on a
strong footing, and the painter
points out, “What I see is plasticity
of art. The visual charm has lessened.
Of course, installations do arouse
interest but in the external and
internal Indian landscape they can’t
hold interest for long.”

Photograph by

W

e set the premise. Let us
not talk only about his art,
after all so much has been
written about this 82-year-old major
contemporary artist, Paramjit Singh,
who was in Chandigarh in April on
the invitation of Punjab Lalit Kala
Akademi. Born in Amritsar and now
residing in Delhi, the artist has held
exhibitions of his breathtaking landscapes around the world—art pieces
in which nature has been invented and
its essence introduced on canvas.
We want to talk about his process
of creation. He says that a process
can never be created. That it develops, after rigorous training. “It’s never
about the technique, but allowing the
mind to be receptive to everything
around—still life, movements,
sensations, the gust of wind, that
peculiar silence before the snow.”
Married to painter Arpita Singh
for 60 years now, when asked if it has
been easy having a fellow artist as wife
he replies, “But we are very different.
As artists too, besides our religion,
ethnic and language dissimilarities.
My mind has developed in a very folk
style, while she has a strong intellect.
I became a painter by observing and
she by reading and reacting. And yes,
Arpita is a better-known painter
than me.”
Singh, who completed his
Bachelors in Fine Arts from Delhi
Polytechnic in 1958 and was a
Professor of Fine Arts at Jamia Millia
Islamia in the capital city, refuses to go
to art colleges even as an examiner any
more. “The state of art education in

Feature

'Staying strong is
the only way forward'
Panchkula-based shoe designer Gurveen Kaur
talks about battling a rare autoimmune
disease and making it big in the fashion world.
_ By Deeksha Khanna

S

hoes are a girl’s best
friend they say, but for
23-year-old Gurveen
Kaur—who has been suffering
from a rare autoimmune
disease since the age of 12—
shoes are her only creative
outlet. Hailing from Panchkula,
her brand Inara Shoes has
found a place on websites such
as Koovs and Ajio and has
sold over 10,000 pairs in the
last two years. She has had no
formal design training; all her
knowledge comes from working in her father’s shoe export
factory. She says, “Inara is part
of me, my vision drives it.” She
talks to us about making it big
in the face of adversity.
Tell us about
your journey?
I started experimenting with
art and sketching when I was
in second year of college pursuing Mass communication from Chitkara
University. I learnt how to make shoes while
handling the sports section in my father's
factory and ventured out to start my label.
I do everything from designing to branding and I have a manufacturing team which
makes the shoes. My first collection was sold
out within a month of being launched.
What were the struggles you
faced while establishing Inara?
I have had an autoimmune disease since I
was 12 years old. My immune system cannot

differentiate between good and
bad cells and ends up attacking my body. So there are days
when I cannot work because my
health doesn't permit it. This
is why I choose to work from
home at times. I keep pushing myself because my work
demands a lot of travelling.
However, when I am unable to,
my family steps in. My family
and friends have been very supportive of me and instrumental
in promoting my business.
Tell us about your
design inspiration?
When I started working in my
father’s factory, I realised that
when it comes to shoes, quality is of utmost importance.
My pieces are influenced by
European fashion; I mostly
design closed shoes such as
SANDEEP SAHDEV
brogues, oxfords, derbies and
flatforms (her signature footwear). Open shoes dominate the Indian market but I feel that for the Indian climate, closed
For the Indian
shoes are a better alternative. Synthetic shoes
climate, closed
do not allow the feet to breathe, hence I work
shoes such
mostly with leather as it suits our weather.
Photograph by

as brogues,
oxfords and
derbies are
a better
alternative.

Future plans for your company?
I am taking online master classes from shoe
designers and makers all over the world to
enhance my shoe designing knowledge and
learn different shoe styles. I am also looking
to scale up my bootstrap initiative and plan to
open my own online store.
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things to look
forward to

A Sip of
Good Time

C

hai lovers in Chandigarh can add
another café to their go-to list, for
Delhi-based tea chain Chaayos –
Experiments with Chai has opened its 37th
outlet in the city. The café, which is famous for
its customised teas, serves their famous desi
chai with up to 12 ingredients. The décor is
quirky with walls adorned with chai quotes and
facts and the ceiling is decorated with painted
cycle tyre rims giving the place a funky touch.
Their menu offers a variety of Indian snacks
to accompany your tea. We recommend you
try the Palak patta Crispy, Kala Channa Chaat,
the Kulhad Pav bhaji and the Masala Chicken
Kulcha to go with your favourite cuppa.
Price Rs 400 for two people
At Unit 47, Ground Floor, Elante Mall, Plot
178, Industrial & Business Park, Chandigarh
Industrial Area
n

[ L I ST I N G S ]

FESTIVE FERVOUR
unique exhibition, Bliss & Bling Rakhi

Aand Teej Fair promises to satisfy the
shopaholic in you with latest apparel,
footwear, home decor, jewellery and
a lot more under one roof.
On July 6 and 7 At Park Plaza Ludhiana
Tel 0161-437 8000
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By Deeksha Khanna

THE SPECIAL ONE

M

ake it a remarkable day for your
dad this Father's Day. Treat him to a
delicious buffet lunch with wide choices in
salads, starters, main course and tempting
selection of desserts at Kitchen at 95 at the
Hyatt Regency Ludhiana. The best part of it
is that you will only pay for yourself; the meal
will be complementary for your father.
On June 18
At Plot 4, Ferozepur Road, National
Highway 95, Ludhiana
Time 12 p.m.

FASHION
FIESTA
Designer Rupam K Grewal
recently held a fashion show in
the city to unveil the new
summer collection of
ethnic haute couture brand
Jaamawar Minx. The line called
‘Dancing Baskets and Birds of
Paradise’ boasts of garments
adorned with zardozi, pearls,
glass tubes, dubka embroidery
and feather detailing. In terms
of colour, the ensembles are
mostly in hues of pink and
red—traditional Punjabi couture
festive shades. This new
collection consists of shirts
with ankle pants, cape style
shirts, front open with skirts,
traditional suits, wedding
lehengas and flowing gowns.
At Elante Mall, 178-178A,
PurvMarg, Industrial Area
Phase I, Chandigarh
Price Rs 9,000 onwards

[ L I ST I N G S ]

EASY FIT
Celebrate this International Yoga
Day at Radisson Blu Hotel MBD
Ludhiana where J&K Yoganest
will be holding an aqua yoga
session. This is a low impact,
high-energy exercise that helps
one gain strength and balance.
On June 21
At Ferozepur Road, Ludhiana,
Time 7 a.m. onwards
Tel 9530500865

TOP DRIVE
dventurous enough to check

Aout Ladakh via road? Get in

touch with Go Boundless, which
is organising a self-drive tour to
this enigmatic and gorgeous place.
With Go Boundless Himalayan
Drive - Ladakh 2017, get set to
explore new routes, diverse locations and experience never-before
challenges. So what's stopping
you? Book your place now.
On June 18 to 28
Contact boundlessgo@gmail.com
Tickets goboundless.co

INNER PEACE
ump up your energy levels with

PANT ON
FIRE
In its 6th edition, Just Comedy
brings you one of the
country's biggest comedians,
Sorabh Pant. In his 90-minute
show, Pant will rant about
Trump and India, pollution,
gay rights, population
control, his favourite Indian
PMs, Rahul Gandhi, other
comedians, feminism,
suicide, sexism and religion.
On July 1 Time 8 p.m.
At Guru Nanak Dev
Bhawan, NH 95, Jila
Kacheri Area, Model Gram,
Ludhiana Tickets insider.in

Photograph by

relaxing poses with Megha Sharma. This
one-day workshop will show you how to
use yoga to recharge your mind and body
instantly.
On June 28 At FitBox Mohali, Punjab
Olympic Bhawan, Phase 9, Sector 63,
Chandigarh Tel 07340823900

BANDEEP SINGH

Pwarm ups, super series of asanas and
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ON YOUR
WATCH

DECK UP
f it's wedding finery you're looking for,

Ithen your wait is over. Head to Riwaz

International Wedding and Lifestyle
Exhibition at Hotel Maharaja Regency,
Ludhiana this July to stack up on
designer garments, jewellery and
much more.
On July 8 to 9
At Aarti Chowk, Ferozepur Road
Time 11.40 a.m. onwards
Tel 0161-2424272

DANCE CAMP

I

f you're one of those who can’t
resist moving their feet even
in this hot weather, then check
out the Dance Boot camp organised by Oorja Danceworks. The
experts here will introduce you
to different dance forms
including contemporary, kathak
and hip-hop.
At Quiet Office 7, Sector 40 B,
Chandigarh
On June 17
Tel 08727906661

This is a play all
theatre lovers should
watch out for. Soch
Theatre group's presentation, Pratichhaya-The
Rebellious Reflection, is
based on Bhagat Singh’s
ideology. The script brings
forth different dimensions
of the freedom fighter’s
immortal lines, "You can
kill a man, but not an idea".
On June 18
At Punjab Arts Council,
Punjab Kala Bhawan,
Sector 16, Chandigarh
Time 6 p.m. to 8 p.m.
Tel 9560233116

[ H OT BU YS ]

THE HIT

1

LIST

THINGS TO BUY THIS SEASON

2

4

3

1 Swing & Bling earrings by Adwana,
Price on Request,
sonalsjewellery.com
2 Velvetcase blue onyx cuff, Price
on Request, velvetcase.com
3 Leather shoes for men,
Price on Request,
woodlandworldwide.com
4 Contemporary styled lamp by Home
Works Studio, Price on Request,
homeworksindia.com
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6

5

7

8

9
5 Cat-eye sunglasses by Maui Jim,
Rs 15,490, mauijim.com
6 Shazé Rule Breaker Zest Watch,
Rs 11,390, shaze.in
7 Tan Step Leather Mini-skirt by The V
Renaissance, Rs 31,700,
thevrenaissance.com
8 Cambridge Clock by Address Home,
Rs 29,900, addresshome.com
9 Cornitos Lime and Mint Nacho Chips,
Rs 35, all retail outlets
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look forward to, including
two fabulous new
restaurants.
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Cover Story

Beat the Heat
With temperatures soaring, it’s hard to
imagine the monsoon will ever make
an appearance. We bring you a cheat
sheet on surviving the heat in style.
Cover photograph by YASIR IQBAL

OUR PICK of the month
Comic Drama

Moliere's Tartuffe is a comedy set in 17th
century France. The story revolves around
Orgon, a wealthy bourgeois, who is in awe
of Tartuffe, an incorrigable impostor and
a fraud. However, the rest of the family is
not blinded by Tartuffe. The plot heats up
as Orgon announces his decision to marry
his daughter to Tartuffe and sign over all his
worldly possessions to him. Directed by
K. Madavane, it promises to be a laugh riot.
On June 27 Price Rs 100 onwards
At Shri Ram Centre, Central Delhi
Tickets bookmyshow.com
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FITNESS
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T
Intense
Moves
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YASIR IQBAL

he Parkour workout mimics military style of training; it is the art of
navigating effortlessly through obstacles and includes jumping, running,
swinging, vaulting and requires a great deal of precision. Six years ago,
Abhishek Ghosal, 33, trainer at Delhi Rock, chanced upon Parkour while
watching a TV show. “What we refer to as Parkour culture today was started by
David Belle and Sebastien Foucan in France around twenty years ago.
However, we have seen Jackie Chan and other martial art experts do similar
moves since a longer time,” says Ghosal. “The only equipment needed is one’s
own body and creativity. Since it is intensely technical, enthusiasts are taught
to assess obstacles, the environment and the moves to make better decisions
while minimising injuries,” he adds.
At Delhi Rock, Nanaksar Gurudwara, opp res M-39 in GK2
Fees Rs 500 onwards Contact team@delhirock.com

Balancing Act

F

itness is not just limited to one’s physical health
today; it’s more of a balance between our mind and
body. Some wish to have sculpted hips and a washboard stomach, while others desire mental elasticity.
Boutique dance and fitness studio, Soul to Sole has an
energetic team of instructors who go out of the way
to understand your body’s requirement and cater to
your fitness needs with incredibly innovative training
methods. The studio was the brainchild of Sana
Vidyalankar, who developed Figure4 sessions to
maximise one’s output. “Figure4 gets its name from
the four body parts it targets—arms, abs, butt and
thighs. It is a 60-minute high-on-energy toning class
that never lets your body guess the next move,” says
Vidyalankar, founder and creative head of the studio.
“Fun workout sessions aside, the tough yet
encouraging instructors at Soul to Sole are its USP,”
adds Vidyalankar. Enrol yourself for a free trial class
and sweat it out with Figure4 this summer.
At Soul to Sole, B-64, Greater Kailash 1
Classes Wednesday 8 a.m., Thursday 7 p.m.,
Saturday 11.30 a.m.
Details soultosole.in

cover story

Pet Benefit

A

popular practice the world over, pet therapy
is still finding its feet in India. Fur Ball Story,
a Gurgaon-based startup, aims to open
people’s minds and hearts to the benefits of
animal-assisted interactions by bringing playful
balls of fur to your doorstep. “Our operations
are based entirely on the study conducted by
Harvard Medical School titled ‘Get Healthy,
Get a Dog’. It focuses on how spending time
with a dog improves the mental and physical
well-being of a human,” says Srishti Sharma,
a law student and one of the founders. Founded
by Animesh Katiyar, 24, Arushi Dixit, 24,
Kunal Daral, 24, and Srishti Sharma, 21, Fur
Ball Story brings the furry therapists to your
home or office, and a typical session involves

petting the dogs, feeding them, walking and/
or playing with them. “Spending quality time
with a non-judgemental pet is less daunting
than traditional therapy,” explains Srishti.
The “therapists” are well-trained and are
equipped to deal with strangers. The prices
vary between Rs 2,000 and Rs 3,500 for
residential sessions, depending on the distance and number of people, and Rs 5,000
to Rs 8,000 for corporate sessions.
At Vatika India Next, Sector 83, Gurgaon
Details furballstory.com

Photograph by

Photograph by

RAJWANT RAWAT

EXPERIENCES

VIKRAM SHARMA

Cool Spin

W

ith the temperature hitting an all-time
high, it's time to head to iSKATE Gurgaon,
India’s first all-year ice skating rink and
cafe to cool off and have fun with your friends
and family. This summer, they have launched a
special training camp which offers customised
sessions of ice skating, freestyle as well as figure
skating conducted by award winning athletes
and trained professionals. You can take your pick
from individual or group training sessions. If
you're interested in individual training, you may
choose from the many courses available. While
at the intermediate level, you will be trained on
how to reverse skate and pivot, the advance
figure training sessions will teach you how to
jump and spin.
At iSKATE, 6th Floor, Ambience Mall, Gurgaon
Contact info@iskate.co.in
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cover story
FOOD & DRINKS
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Creamy
Treats

ven till a few years back,
ice-cream in India meant a
paper wrapped soggy waffle
cone bought off the friendly
neighbourhood ice-cream
vendor’s cart. Not anymore.
Pabrai’s Fresh and Naturelle
brings your favourite frozen
dessert in a fresh, all-natural
avatar. The brainchild of Anuvrat Pabrai, who has 32 years
of experience in the ice-cream
industry, the brand is focused
on using only natural ingredients and does not use essence
or artificial flavours. Among
the fresh fruit flavours, tender coconut (with chunks of
malai), watermelon, anjeer,
muskmelon, and jamun score
high on the summer refresher
scale. For those who love to
experiment, ginger-honey,
nalen gur and lemongrass are
the flavours to pick.
At EG01 Rodeo Drive, Near
Good Earth City Centre,
Sector 49, Gurgaon
Price Rs 39 onwards
Details freshandnaturelle.com
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Pick your Potion

R

K Puram’s Sangam Courtyard is probably one
of the most underrated food spots in the city.
It’s Khan Market’s youngest cousin with an
air-conditioned plush ambience. While Mamagoto entered the industry first, this hip modern
Asian eatery with a bar is stocked with panda
chopsticks, lady-shaped soy sauce containers and
cheery staff that makes sure you have an outstanding gastronomical experience. This summer, The Fatty Bao has introduced a new Root
to Fruit cocktail menu using everything—from
the root to the fruit of the plant. With impressive
and imaginative names, the cocktails have been
crafted using unusual ingredients such as wasabi,
matcha tea leaves, basil and thyme. While Mi-SoHappy is a vodka based drink with miso mustard
jam, ginger lime and soda, K-Pop has a popcorn
infused whiskey with wasabi syrup and earl grey
bitters. Our vote goes to the refreshing yet tantalising Wow Ming that has gin, Martini Rosso,
thyme, grapefruit syrup, lime and tonic.
At The Fatty Bao, 2nd Floor, Sangam Courtyard,
Major Somnath Marg, Sector 9, R.K. Puram
Meal For Two Rs 1,800

cover story

Fruity Surprises

S

ummer has sprung and brought with it fresh
flavours, both savoury and sweet at Fio Cookhouse.
This season's menu is all about crisp ingredients
and surprisingly bold flavours. The small plate offerings of Jerk Chicken Supreme with Pineapple Plum
Glaze promise to tantalise your tastebuds like never
before. The main course boasts of seasonal fare such
as Thyme Green Mango Chickpea Risotto Dumpling
and Roasted Chicken with Potato Mint Mash and
Peri-Peri Olive Salsa.
At Fio Cookhouse, Epicuria, Nehru Place
Time 12 p.m. to 12.30 a.m. Meal For Two Rs 3,500

FASHION

Fuss-free Fashion

T

he soft grey, blue and white palette with the merest splash of red
of Nicobar’s summer collection is
reminiscent of Japan’s spring
blossoms. Inspired by a design
journey traversing India to Japan
and back—the new line imbibes distinctive design techniques from Japan
into Nicobar's own fuss-free aesthetic.
The designs are clean with relaxed
kimono-like silhouettes and fun pops
of detail. The new collection includes
timeworn patching and mending
techniques to classic symbols of the
country’s fascinating culture such as
Koi fish and cherry blossoms, layered
with a contemporary freshness.
At Above Diva Spiced Restaurant,
Shop No. 79 & 80, 1st Floor, Meharchand Market, Lodhi Road, Delhi
Price Rs 2,400 onwards
Tel 011-49057343
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cover story

Fragrant Selfie

L

ike most good things, it takes a little effort to
find a new fragrance that is just right. What if
you pay for one but get seven different fragrances to help you decide your favourite scent?
Perfumebooth’s latest offering is a perfume
selfie box that has seven international branded
tester bottles of 4 ml each. “These sticks are
Eau De Parfum with a 8-15 per cent concentration but still have long lasting characteristics.
All perfumes are 4 ml, which means the user
receives a total of 28 ml of perfume,” says Rohit
Agarwal, one of the three founders. Here’s how
it works. Firstly, you get to change your fragrance every day. Secondly, you can carry your
portable compact selfie case with your current
perfume in your pocket.
Available at perfumebooth.com
Price Rs 475

T

hirty-six-year-old Jhelum Biswas
Bose, founder of Jhelum Loves
and a former beauty editor at
Harper’s Bazaar India is a selfconfessed lover of beauty. “I loved
studying bach flower remedies and
aromatherapy for I increasingly felt
the need for skincare and haircare
that was simple, gentle and effective.
I started experimenting with essential
oils and came up with face wash, face
mist and face oil. This was around
end of 2015,” says Bose. By April
2016, her friends and family started
ordering the products and before
she knew it, Jhelum Loves became
a fully functionally brand. “The USP
of my products is the sincerity with

Spray with Love
which they are put together. I listen to
what people want and when I make a
product I put in a healing prayer,” adds
Bose. All her products are free from artificial colours and synthetic fragrances.
In her new line, you can find summer
special products such as Jhelum Loves
Refresher Hair Spray, Soothsayer Face
Mist, Soothsayer Face Mist in Rose and
Footloose Feet Spray.“I am also
concentrating on making customised
fragrances which are not only nice
smelling but also have a therapeutic
quality,” she adds.
Price Mists start from Rs 475 and perfumes from Rs 775
Contact jhelum@beautybeats.in
Tel 01146061760

cover story

Unwind in Style

T

here is little that a wellness treatment at a luxury spa can’t cure or make you
forget. As you ride down the elevator from the lobby at Shangri-La to the
lower ground, you enter a minimalistic lounge in a colossal lobby and are
charmed by the wood-paneled décor. Aesthetics aside, the treatments at Chi,
The Spa are inspired by traditional Asian healing philosophies, so opt for a classic salt and oil scrub and discover the goodness of milk with a Cleopatra Jacuzzi
bath that will begin with a steam session. The 30-minute unique scrub is rich
in mineral salts and a citrus oil blend--a combination that helps remove dry
skin cells and re-energises the body. The plush privacy and cushioned massage
bed are bound to put you in a trance. The Cleopatra bath is influenced by the
ancient texts of Greece, which describe milk as being sacred with outstanding
healing properties. After all, don’t we all need a little pampering in life?
At Shangri-La's Eros Hotel, 19 Ashoka Road, Connaught Place, New Delhi
Price Rs 3,500 for the classic scrub, Rs 2,500 for the Cleopatra bath
Tel 011-41191919

DESTRESS

10 INDIA TODAY DELHI F JUNE 2017

cover story

Body Beautiful

F

eaturing a one-of-its-kind Ice Fountain
experience and a luxurious Turkish
Hammam bath, Shanaya Spa at The Leela
Ambience Convention Hotel is the perfect
destress stop. This luxurious spa specialises
in Asian and European therapies and offers a
host of international therapies, some of which
are not available at most luxury spas in town.
While their menu includes popular massages
and therapies such as Swedish, Balinese, Thai,
Deep Tissue, Aromatherapy and Hydrotherapy
treatments, we suggest you opt for a summer
special. Try their Yogurt with Mango-passion
Fruit Wrap which is a delightful tropical body
wrap that counteracts ageing, evens skin tone
and brightens the complexion. Or go all the
way and try their Forest Essentials Tamarind
and Sugarcane scrub, followed by an almond oil
massage—perfect to relax and detoxify the body.
Team it with a pre- and post-sauna and steam
experience for a rejuvenated and refreshed you.
At Maharaja Surajmal Marg, Near Yamuna
Sports Complex, East Delhi
Tel 011-71721234 Price Rs 2,500 onwards

HOME & INTERIORS

Eclectic Interiors

M

ake your bedroom feel like a happy place this season
with bedsheets and covers in bold colours and tropical
blooms. Liven up your home and interiors with Spaces
- Home & Beyond’s limited edition Spring-Summer Collection 2017. The collection consists of four lines—Excellency,
Timeless, Villa and Gaiety. While the Excellency collection is
the perfect blend of class and luxury, the Timeless collection
invokes a feeling of serenity with its soothing colours and
minimalism. The Villa collection is inspired by traditional
French prints and the Gaiety collection is a mix of traditional
and modern with eclectic textures and colour patches.
At Shop No-105 & 106, 1st Floor, V3s East Centre, Plot
No-12, Laxmi Nagar, District Centre, Main Vikas Marg,
Price Rs 1,495 onwards Details shopwelspun.in

cover story

Traditional Weaves

T

o commemorate 25 years in design, Sarita Handa has launched her first ever handloom home
decor range for the season that boasts of exquisite handwoven soft furnishings. For this, the
designer house has collaborated with a 65-year-old institution Sarvoday Ashram Etah and its
brand Ekmatra for handspun and handwoven fabrics that have been further accentuated with
hand embroidery techniques, appliqué work, patchwork, zardozi thread handwork and finished
with antique matte beads. The new collection has a plethora of vibrant embroidered and quilted
bedspreads, handmade throws with embroidery accents and decorative cushions with the
signature Sarita Handa embroideries. “As a company, we have always believed in the beauty of
human touch. For the past 25 years, we have supported Indian textiles and heritage
embroideries. With our handwoven collection, we wish to empower our artisans, especially
women," says Suparna Handa, brand director.
At 356-357, Second Floor, Sultanpur, MG Road., Mehrauli-Gurgaon Road Details saritahanda.com
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Feature

SECRET IN THE CITY

A NEW
LEASE
OF LIFE
Ram Gopal Sharma & Sons in
Shankar Market, a pre-Independence era lending library-cumbookshop is trying to keep the
spirit of paperbacks alive in the
world of digitisation.
_ By Akshita Khosla

ive years ago, the future of paperbacks looked bleak; experts warned
us about the death of the print
word. Now, in 2017, it appears as if lovers
of hard copies can breathe a sigh of relief.
Thankfully, not everybody is ready to part
with their childhood classics, or forget the
feel and smell of the pages. Ram Gopal
Sharma and Sons is one such pre-independence era library that is overflowing with
literary classics, glitzy magazines and old
comics. Here, you can both buy and borrow
books that have yellowed with time and age.
Who Runs it?
Originally founded by Ram Gopal
Sharma, the library-cum-bookshop
is now being run by his daughter-inlaw, Manjula Sharma, 63.
What They Do?
Apart from selling hard copies, this
dainty store lets enthusiasts rent
books for a minimal fee of Rs 40 for
a week. They also supply newspapers and magazines to government
organisations and private offices.
Internet Impact
“Our sales have gone down due to
digitisation. A lot of children today are
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BOYS DIG
Star Comics, Western
Combat/War Comics
GIRLS LIKE
Debbie Macomber series,
Archie Comics, Tinkle, Amar
Chitra Katha, Disney series

not in the habit of reading and depend
on kindles and tablets,” says Manjula.
Keeping Up
To keep up, they collaborated with
the website, BookMeABook about
five years ago. “We’ve listed most of
our books online and have about
100 dedicated members. We deliver
books for free,” adds Manjula.
Highlight
Mills & Boon continues to be the
bestseller here. “Ladies in their 60s
and 70s continue to order the 50s’
Mills & Boon collection. They find
them clean and romantic.”

Feature

Masterful Moves
Noida-based Shifu Kanishka Sharma, the appointed head of Shaolin Temple in India,
has been popularising the Shaolin culture in the country with his master classes.
_ By Akshita Khosla

E

ver felt captivated by Shah Rukh Khan’s daring stunts in the movie Don 2 and wondered
if you could do them too? Head to Noida to
train under the man who choreographed these fight
sequences. Meet Shifu Kanishka Sharma, the appointed India head of Shaolin Temple by The Ven. Abbot
Shi Yongxin (the current head of Shaolin Temple in
China), who has been popularising the Shaolin culture
in the country with his master classes. Sharma happened to watch the movie The 36th Chamber of Shaolin
at the age of six and went on to watch it over 300 times.
He had no idea then that this would be the first source
of inspiration for what would turn into his life’s passion.
Shifu Kanishka, as he is known today, travelled to the
esteemed Shaolin Temple Secular Discipline Union
in China in 2001, thus becoming the first Indian to
train there. “The extensive training went on for six years
before I earned the title Shifu, which means master in
Mandarin,” says the 39-year-old. With a background
in martial arts for over 25 years, Sharma specialises in
FACT FILE
Where to go
G-12, Sector 27, Noida

What to Learn
Shaolin Kung Fu forms, Shaolin Kung
Fu weapons, Shaolin Chin Na
(joint locking system)
Details
shaolinindia.com

Commando Close Quarter Combat, which teaches
a practitioner to knock out their opponent in three
seconds. Discussing his self-defense module, which
he has specifically designed for women, he says that
empowering women is the need of the hour. “My
woman empowerment programme has no age limit. It
intends to convert whatever is available into weapons.
With ball pens, credit cards, pen drives and hair pins
as improvised weapons, the techniques are applicable
even when somebody is empty handed,” says Sharma.
The master had trained Anil Kapoor for the popular
television series 24 and Priyanka Chopra for Don 2. He
says, “My connection with Bollywood has helped spread
the Shaolin culture in the country. Children blindly follow their favourite celebrities and often come to me with
queries,” he adds. As for Kung-Fu not being at Olympic
sport, a heartened Sharma says, “I am glad that it is not
a sport. It is more of a personality development programme that makes you fearless and confident besides
polishing your observation skills.”

city buzz
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[ NEW OPENING ]

things to look
forward to

E

BED-time Story

xciting beverages, non-stop entertainment and a grand dining experience. If these are your parameters for
a fun evening, then head to BED, GK’s latest offering. The extravagant status of the place is noticeable from
the moment you set foot inside. The chic relaxed decor with a glittery bar and ornate lights makes you
forget that you are still in the chaotic capital city. From four-chiller shisha (imported from Egypt) and sushi bar to
grills and roasts, everything on the menu is bound to excite you. From the food and drinks menu,
we recommend: The sharp and sour Jalapeno Margarita, Pork Belly, Phyllo Cup, Crispy Calamari, Crystal Prawn
Dumplings. Price Rs 2,700 for two people At 2nd Floor, N-17, N Block Market, Greater Kailash (GK) 1
n

By Akshita Khosla

[ PREVIEW ]

INDO CHIC

Lovers of Indian food have a lot to rejoice
about. Too Indian, a first-of-its-kind restaurant where food, retail, bar and music come
together under one roof is in your city.
With a modern Indian café concept, this
restaurant transforms into a lounge by night.
The interiors are plush and chic, and the
food is modern Indian, perfect for those on
the lookout for desi-contemporary fare.
At 39, Vishal Enclave, Rajouri Garden
Tel 9999998098

FITNESS WISE
elhi Rock is hosting the inaugural India chapter of International
Flow Arts Day (IFAD) to celebrate health, fitness, expression and
solidarity via flow arts. IFAD 2017 will be represented world-wide by
more than 50 amazing and dynamic ambassadors, hosted by sister
communities in 23 cities, on 6 of the 7 continents this June 18th. This
one-of-its-kind free event will have flow artists and prop manipulators
introducing you to acroyoga, hooping, parkour, poi and slacklining jams.
At Deer Park, Near Hauz Khas Village On June 18
Time 8.00 a.m. to 9.30 a.m. Details delhirock.com

D

[ REVIEW ]

A TASTE OF PARADISE
A 50-foot long stunning bar showcasing over 140 varieties of whisky
greets you as soon as you enter Whisky Samba, the newest haunt for
lovers of the amber liquor. But this is not the only thing that will impress
you, for when you actually get down to trying their quirky concoctions
and fabulous fare, you are left a tad lightheaded and overjoyed by the
beauty of flavours. The bar menu is impressive to say the least, with
whisky trails, innovative cocktails and rare malts, but it's the food menu
that takes you by surpirse—with fresh ingredients and beautiful
preparations that will have you wishing you had a bigger appetite.
We recommend The Whisky Samba Sour, Formaggio amusebouche, Samba Style Pork Ribs, Truffle Risotto, and the Classic After 8
Samba Style Hot Fudge with Magnum.
At One Horizon Center, Harizan Colony, DLF Phase 5,
Sector 43, Gurgaon
Meal For Two Rs 2,500 (approx) with alcohol
n

By Mohini Mehrotra

[ L I ST I N G S ]

ART ATTACK
Indulge your creative side at Hangar for the
Passerby, an exhibition about artist
collectives—collaborative and participatory
art practices in India. Curated by Akansha
Rastogi, the exhibition showcases the wide
ranging creative output of more than 45
artist groups, collectives, cooperatives,
contexts and individuals, covering a vast
geographical and historical span.
At Kiran Nadar Museum of Art, Plot 3-A, Sector
126, Noida Time 10.30 a.m. to 6.30 p.m.

DECOR DECODED
A leading home furnishings brand that has been crafting beautiful curtains and linens since 1990, Tulips
has finally opened its third store—after Pune and Bangalore—in the capital city. Built in an
architecturally modified standalone space of about 5,000 sq ft and spread over two levels, Tulips offers
personalised and coordinated window dressing, upholstery, and bed and bath linen. Unlike other stores,
this bespoke design studio is manned by décor specialists who are always there to offer personal advice and
customised consultation if needed.
At E-2 Defence Colony, Ring Road Details tulipsindia.com
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WEARABLE ENAMEL

xplore your creative side this holiday season as you learn how to
make your own enamel jewellery at Enameling through Jewellery,
a part of Culture Chauraha's Summer'17 programme. This three-day
workshop will help you learn enameling technique using powdered
coloured glass to paint on a metal surface, which will then be fired in a
kiln at about 850 degree celsius to fuse glass with metal. You will get to
work with copper sheets, turning them into beautiful wearable jewellery
pieces that you can take home with you.
On June 19 to 21 Time 10 a.m. At Gulmohar Park
Price 3,000 Details insider.in

ALL FOR MUSIC
Revel in some soulful and melodious music
with Papon at Mirchi Live with Papon &
Fossils at the city's popular concert
location—the Jawaharlal Nehru Stadium.
On June 24
Time 2 p.m. onwards
Price Rs 799 to 2,000
Tickets insider.in

[ L I ST I N G S ]

FOR THE SOUL
After two successful years of hosting
Live Huvce Muqabla-E-Qawwali, Hundred
Percent (Formally known as Huvce) has
come up with international
celebration of Sufism with Jahan-E-Sufi
2017 : Celebration Of Sufism.
On Jun 21 Time 4 p.m.
At Hundred Percent, Jangpura Bhogal
Details allevents.in

WRITE TO BE

GLOBAL FAVOURITE
For 59 years, International House Of Pancakes or IHOP has been serving
its world famous pancakes and a wide variety of freshly made-to-order
breakfast, lunch and dinner items to people of all ages across the globe.
This year, the famed restaurant has made its entry into the Indian
market with the launch of its first restaurant at DLF CyberHub. The menu
here reflects numerous modifications to appeal to local palates and dietary
preferences—50 percent of the menu is vegetarian, the pancakes are
eggless (only avaibale in India), and additional lunch and dinner options are
available, including lamb. So what are you waiting for? Head to IHOP now.
At DLF Cyber Hub, Gurgaon Time 8 a.m. to 11 p.m. on weekdays and
till 1 a.m. on weekends.
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If you're looking for a peaceful place to pen
the perfect words and weave
something beautiful, then head to
Wordsmith Meet & Greet at Kunzum
Travel Cafe. You can even read your work
and share your take on the world, on a
common ground with like-minded people.
On June 22 At Kunzum Travel Cafe, T-49
(GF), Hauz Khas Village Time 5 p.m.

[ L I ST I N G S ]

ROYAL FEAST
It's time for kebab lovers in the city to satiate their
tastebuds and binge on delicious kebabs at The Great
Kebab Festival hosted by Radisson Blu Faridabad at
their multicuisine restaurant Broadway. The festival
boasts of a vast variety of vegetarian and non-vegetarian kebabs along with delectable options such as biryani, salan, dal makhani and more in the main course.
On 16 to 25 June
At Radisson Blu Faridabad, Sector - 20B, Opp
Bata Metro Station, Mathura Road, Krishna Nagar,
Faridabad
Tel 129-2666000 Time 7 p.m. to 11 p.m.
Price Rs 1,599 plus taxes

PET PERFECT
Happy news for all pet owners. The
recently launched application, Woof - My
Best Buddy is your one-stop destination
for services and products related to the
day-to-day needs of your dog. It is an
aggregator which not only helps you find
the best vet, kennel, spas, dog food and
apparel around their area, but also
facilitates in booking appointments
via the app. Website woof.co.in/

I

LAUGH RIOT

ndulge in laughter as you watch three comedians live at Circus
Presents Amit Tandon. With an opening act by Harayna based
comedian Vijay Yadav and an aspiring comedian Pratyush Chaubey,
also known as ChaubeyJeee, the show will see Amit Tandon at his
funniest best. With more than 700 shows across three continents,
Amit is one of the best known observational comics in India. In the
last three years, he has toured three solo shows across India and coproduced three other shows.
At Circus, D-14 , 3rd Floor, South Extension II, Block D
On July 2 Time 7.30 p.m.
Tickets insider.in Price Rs 999
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OUR PICK of the month
Recreating a Magical Tale

Produced by The Madras Players and
directed by Dushyanth Gunashekar of
Crea-Shakti, the play Bonding With Ruskin
attempts to recreate author Ruskin Bond’s
stories and little vignettes from his life
on stage.
On June 23 to 25 Time 7.15 p.m.
At Museum Theatre, No-406,
Pantheon Road Tickets eventjini.com
CORRIGENDUM
In the issue dated May 2017 of India Today Chennai, the published details of name, distance and
phone number for Adventure Zone are incorrect. For accurate details, please log onto
adventurezonechennai.com or call Major SR Roy (retd.) on 9444384608.
The error is regretted.

cover story

HOME
IMPROVEMENT
BUILDING A HOME IS NOT JUST ABOUT BRICKS AND MORTAR. IT TAKES
TASTEFUL FURNISHINGS AND INTERESTING ARTEFACTS TO CREATE A
MASTERPIECE. HERE'S OUR TAKE ON WHAT’S TRENDING THIS SEASON.
_ By Prachi Sibal

Walls of Wonder

MRF Corp Vapocure Paints

I

s the heat turning your home into
a furnace and rendering your airconditioning ineffective? The
solution to this may lie in the
paint you choose for your walls. The
AquaFresh Cool range of water-based,
environment friendly wall finish by
MRF claims to reduce the surface
temperatures by 12 degrees. This in
turn reduces the indoor temperature
considerably, giving you respite and
making your air conditioning more
efficient. With its anti-fungal and antialgal properties, the product lasts long
and is odour free too. If you’re looking
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to give your old furniture a new lease
of life, MRF WoodCoat Ultra comes in
1,100 shades and can be used on wood,
plywood and MDF boards. So don’t
look for new expensive pieces and
revamp your furniture with cost-effective top coat. Moreover, it also makes
equipment scratch-free. The two-pack
polyurethane finish comes with a base
sealer and top coat of your choice.
TEL 9816668822
Website www.mrfpaints.com
Price Rs 475 onwards for AquaFresh
Cool and Rs 875 onwards for
WoodCoat Ultra

Portable Furniture
Twisty

E

ver imagined folding your sofa, putting it in your handbag and carrying it on your next holiday? That’s what Twisty gives you. This portable furniture brand creates products with special craft paper. Modern
furniture with a twist, as the CEO, Rishab Bothra, 25, chooses to call
it. Twisty aims to change the way you look at your living space with accordion
style paper furniture. From colourful stools and lamps to pouffes, benches
and sofas that can seat 16 people, the brand perfectly blends style and efficiency. If that wasn’t enough, the products can also change shape when you
need them to. Bored of your pouffe? Twist it and you’ll have a new coffee
table. “People find the concept quite fascinating and refuse to believe that you
can sit on paper furniture. The furniture is weight resistant up to 200 kg,”
explains Bothra.
Tel 9940390090 Website twisty.in
JUNE 2017 F INDIA TODAY CHENNAI
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cover story

Bright Spaces
Samson Lighting

P

oor lighting can ruin even the
best and most beautiful surroundings. Here’s where you can go to
choose from as many as 2,000
options for energy efficient LED lighting.
At Samson Lighting, you can find indoor,
outdoor and underwater lighting for all
your needs. The company, which has a
45 year history of innovation and energy
saving developments in the field of lighting, boasts of a 12,000 square feet showroom and an experience centre in the city
where you will be left spoilt for choice.
The most popular products here
are the LED Strip and the LED Up and
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Down Lighters. The LED Strip gives
your home mellow ambient
lighting without being too harsh on
the eye. These indirect lighting strips
are available in different lengths and
can be customised to suit your interiors.
The LED Up and Down Lighters, on
the other hand, are wall fixtures that can
focus on different surfaces to create
unusual patterns.
At Samson Lighting Pvt Ltd, 191, Demellows Road, diagonally opposite Natraj
Theatre, Choolai
Tel 2667 1125
Website samsonlighting.com

cover story

Modern Concepts
FORTE

A

fter creating contemporary
furniture for more than 25
years, the Adventz group has
partnered with FORTE
Poland—producers and exporters of
furniture all over Europe. The group will
continue to build new pieces and create
new designs under their brands Style Spa
and Zuari. Specialists in bedroom
furniture, the brand introduces new
designs every six months to ensure they
cater to new as well as regular customers.
They also offer complete bedroom sets
to simplify furnishings for those looking
to setup a new house. These packages

come with a bed, side table and wardrobe
with complementing design and texture.
“All the furniture is contemporary in
design to suit the modern audience and
is manufactured in Chennai. With our
new design strategists, we hope to bring
the final texture and finish of FORTE to
the products,” says R Pradeep Kumar, the
marketing manager.
At Valasaravakkam: 10, Lakshmi
Nagar,Opp-Naidu Hall, Arcot Road and
Anna Nagar: AB-3, 2nd Avenue, Near
Bharat Scans
Price Rs 26,990 onwards for
bedroom sets

cover story

Creative Tables
Hastha

M

erchandiser-turned-entrepreneur, 40-year-old Divya
Vigneshwaran’s journey
began post-pregnancy,
when she couldn’t find a comfortable
t-shirt with Indian accents. She decided to create something for herself
and that was the beginning of her
venture, Pickled, which sells affordable, hand block printed t-shirts and
umbrellas. She has now launched a
second venture, a home decor brand
called Hastha, Sanskrit for ‘hand’.
With handcrafted placemats, table
runners with bold block printed borders, pot holders, oven mittens and
aprons, Hastha creates little wonders
to make home-dining a special experience. “I decided to put them up at a
market in Chennai and they sold like
hot cakes,” says Vigneshwaran. She
now designs home décor products on
a regular basis and plans on showcasing them every year. The prints are
vivid and bold. “I spend a lot of time at
the block printing studio. I like large
blocks and love experimenting with
them,” says Vigneshwaran.
Details pickled.in
Price Rs 800 onwards
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cover story

Eclectic Artefacts
D’Hut

I

f you’ve driven on the East Coast Road, then
there's no way you could have overlooked
D'Hut—a three-floor store that deals exclusively
in artefacts from Africa, Thailand and Burma.
There are masks from Ghana and Papua New
Guinea, carved Ganeshas from Thailand,
repurposed ploughs from Burma and a lot more
on offer. This eight-year-old store is a treasure
trove where you are bound to discover something
unusual in every nook and corner. Neethirajan
Subramanian, 40, first thought of this while he was
sailing around the world as a marine engineer. He
came up with D’Hut in collaboration with his wife
K Reshuma once the collection could not fit in their
house anymore. They now make two trips a year
to remote villages in different countries exploring,

learning and buying directly from craftsmen.
“Earlier, people only wanted colourful and pretty
things that we would bring from Thailand. They
are now more open to unconventional crafts from
other countries too,” says Subramanian. The couple
plans to expand the already unique collection by
adding rare artefacts. “We have a lot of wooden
toys, fruit baskets and other such economical gifts,”
says Reshuma. “We have also started sourcing
panels with Indian carving from Andhra Pradesh
and Tamil Nadu recently. They are expensive, but
quite popular. I sense a revival of sorts in Indian
arts,” adds Subramanian.
At D’Hut, No. 137 (Old no. 44/1), East Coast Road,
Srinivasapuram, Thiruvanmayur
Tel 9443336930 Price Rs 150 onwards

cover story

Unique Ideas
Woodooz

W

hen Somasundaram Padmanabhan,
39, and his wife moved into their
new home, they decided to do it up
slowly, by picking every piece carefully. “We were looking for a centre table but
found one that was a few inches longer.
The store refused to cut it down to our measurements so we ended up creating our own,”
says Padmanabhan.
The creativity bug had bitten the then computer engineer who started taking an avid interest in
DIY and carpentry projects. He was particularly
in love with lampshades and eventually quit his
job in 2015 to make and sell his products under
the brand Woodooz. The product range at the
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store includes cushion covers and curtains too.
“All our products are made locally and handcrafted,” says Padmanabhan.
This June, Woodooz has opened its own
showroom in Thoraipakkam, where the duo
plans to showcase new innovative designs such as
bookshelf lampshades to keep your reading corner lit up, floor and desk lamps and other decor
items that will cater to the city’s IT corridor.
At 3/371, 1st Floor, Metukuppam, Thoraipakkam,
Old Mahabalipuram Road
Tel 98840 70470
Website woodooz.com
Price Rs 250 onwards for cushion covers and
Rs 650 onwards for lamps

Statement Furniture
Asha Prabhu Designs

A

sha Panickar did not plan on becoming an
entrepreneur. It was just an interesting piece
of furniture in her house that got her mind
spinning. This hand-painted colourful table,
that once adorned her bedroom is now the living room’s
centre of attraction. “Everybody who has visited our
home has complimented us for it,” says Panickar. She
was aware of what the market had to offer and what the
customer wanted. With people buying mass produced
pieces, she realised that she could offer them something
unique. So, the school teacher-cum-entrepreneur decided to open a store in Kilpauk, where she now designs
her own furniture which is then handcrafted and hand
painted. Each table, side table and storage unit is oneof-a-kind, made using Burma teak, and the designs are
never repeated. “There is a charm in owning something unique. You don’t want to spend Rs 20,000 on a
dress and see someone else wearing the same thing at a
party,” she says.
At 3/224, Kilpauk Garden Road, Opposite Bharatiya
Vidya Bhavan School Price Rs 16,000 onwards

Handcrafted Elegance
Shakti Ganapati Furniture

I

t was sheer passion that led Late Deepak Chengappa, a civil
engineer and his wife Reshma Chengappa, an MBA, to make
solid furniture 23 years ago. Taking inspiration from George
Nakashima, an American architect and wood worker, Chengappa created solid wood furniture without using any nails or
wooden pegs. The joints are honed to perfection which makes
sure the piece lasts a few generations at the very least. Sitting
across an impeccable solid wood dining table, Chengappa, 50,
is now assisted by her son Ganapathy, 21. Pointing at the table
she says, “Wood is very alive as a material and over time, the
joints adjust with each other. If the joint is perfect, you don’t
need any nails. This is how furniture was created before the
industrial revolution.” The furniture they make is of the kind
that can be passed down generations and hence they
put a lot of emphasis on training carpenters who
create handcrafted furniture with no
machinery. The wood is dried in a solar
kiln, seasoned, and an oil finish is used
to keep its original look intact.
At 114, 1st Cross St, VGP Layout,
Palavakkam Tel 24512269
Price Rs 17,000 onwards
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Cheese
Goes Local
Gourmet

With 20 varieties of fresh, aged and pickled cheese,
Kase is your got-to artisnal fromagerie in the city.
_ By Prachi Sibal

OUR PICK
Ruby Feta with Roast Garlic
This unique combination is of creamy feta cheese made with
beetroot and chunks of roasted garlic. The beetroot gives it a
deep red hue and imparts a mild sweetness to the cheese,
effectively balancing out the sour feta. The garlic imparts a burst
of flavour with every bite. Rich and full-bodied, this works great
as a table cheese or in salads and sandwiches.
Price Rs 400 per 200 gms
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Buying cheese will no longer involve

picking imported frozen blocks from gourmet
supermarkets. Feta, halloumi, cheddar, gouda, brie,
labneh—you name it and the city’s own little fromagerie, Kase, has it freshly made with raw
milk. Located in Abiramapuram, the cheese
makers are less than a year old in the business and
are already selling 20 varieties of fresh, aged and
pickled cheese.
It all started when Namrata Sundaresan, 40,
took a small vacation course in cheese making in
Coonoor. When she returned, her friend for a
decade Anuradha Krishnamoorthy was looking to
start something to employ the hearing and visually
impaired staff that came to her BPO for training. “A
bake unit perhaps, she said. And I said, I have learnt
how to make cheese recently”, says Sundaresan.
With that, the two started experimenting. “The first
cheese we made was a German variety and hence
the name ‘Kase’, German and Dutch for cheese",
says Sundaresan.
In May 2016, they had their first tasting session
and were soon processing 200 litres of milk to
produce cheese. Today, they are at 500 litres a week.
It isn’t only preservative-free fresh gourmet cheese
that sets Kase apart, but the unusual local flavours
that make it to the natural rind and the cheese itself.
There’s Ruby Feta with roast garlic, a creamy pink
feta cheese with sweet flavourful beetroot and
fragrant garlic and Chilli and Cumin Gouda, and
Ricotta with ranberry stewed in honey. There’s also
Ode to Chennai, crumbly aged cheddar covered in
molaga podi that is spicy and nutty on the bite. “The
podi we use has flaxseed as one of the ingredients
and has a slightly nutty flavour”, reveals Sundaresan.
They are currently operating out of a terrace
workspace where they grow their own organic
herbs. Their long list of products also includes
relishes, salads, breads and desserts (on order).
“Basically, everything that goes with or uses cheese”,
says Krishnamoorthy. On one Friday each month,
Kase holds an open house at their centre where
people get to try and buy their cheese, salads and
breads. “It is also a good way for us to know our customers and spread the word”, adds Krishnamoorthy.
The cheese is currently delivered in the city and can
also be picked up from their office.
Tel 917622 1898 Details eatmorecheese.in;
facebook.com/kasechennai/
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SECRET IN THE CITY

All in the Murukku
If you still haven't tried the famed Murukku Sandwich, then it's
time you head to Link's, a tiny fast food joint in Pursaiwalkam.
_ By Prachi Sibal

T

he famed Murukku Sandwich, a
popular snack on the streets of
Chennai, was actually born as a happy
accident nearly 30 years ago on a busy
street in Pursaiwalkam, at a hole-in-wall
eatery called Link's. This is where Murukku
Sandwiches are today doled out by the
hundreds. The fast food and cool bar was
well-known for its snacks and would see
many students and office goers stop by for a
quick bite. It was, however in 1998, when the
staff was working late and looking for a snack
themselves that owner Harshad Sheth,
67, put together what was available in the
kitchen to make this unusual preparation.
“We used to sell murukku and they were
readily available. So we chopped up some
onions and tomatoes and threw in some
masala and cheese. It tasted good,” says
Sheth. The next day, he offered the
sandwiches to a few students. The Murukku
Sandwich soon made its way to the shop’s
menu. “Word spread and people began
coming from as far as Adyar and Tambaram

THE BHUJIA
SANDWICH,
LONDON TOAST,
HAKKABAKKA
SANDWICH
AND JUNGLEE
SANDWICH
MAKE FOR
GREAT PICKS
TOO.

for a taste our creation,” says Sheth. Three
layers of crunchy murukku, no bread and a
filling of onions, tomatoes, cucumber, housemade masala as seasoning and cheese, if
you opt for it, is what makes up the Murukku
Sandwich. The result is a crispy spicy snack.
The murukku is crunchy without being tough
and made in-house. Usually Sheth or his
wife Arati, 59, is seen sitting at the small cash
counter attached to a modest open kitchen
serving the snack swiftly.
However, their popular Murukku Sandwich
isn’t the only item on the menu. There’s a
Bhujia sandwich, London toast made of potato filling, Hakkabakka sandwich and a Junglee
sandwich as well. Talk about the future and
Sheth is hopeful that Link’s is here to stay.
“My children aren’t interested in the business, but my staff is trained and has been with
me for years. It will be up to them to take the
legacy forward”, he says.
At Link’s, Arihant Apartments, Raja Annamalai
Road, Pursaiwalkam
Price Rs 40 onwards for a murukku sandwich
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things to look
forward to

Small Portions,
Bold Flavours

T

he name is a play on the Vietnamese soup meal ‘pho’
and could also mean come and go (va po) in Tamil.
Pop colours, anime on the walls, art on a tuk tuk,
board games, Va Pho has everything to make it the
city’s first ‘fun’ dining restaurant. There are
small private dining rooms if you want
a more intimate meal. An Asian canteen with a difference, the menu (a
fold over mock newspaper) features a
mix of classics from South East Asian
countries and some experimental
ones inspired by them.
The summer cocktail Bangkok
Mojito, with muddled basil and ginger, is a must-try. The slow-cooked pho

is bursting with flavours from the broth and topped with
chunks of meat. Here, you pour the broth over a mix of toppings instead of the other way round and the portions are
mug-sized so it doesn’t make up your whole meal. The Va
Pho prawns cooked in sambal are delicate and fresh.
Also worth a try is the BBQ Chicken Bao, which
took several trials, admits chef Ram Kumar,
before it came to be its perfectly fluffy self.
Before you head out, tuck into the Tender
Coconut Ice Cream Stick that is undoubtedly the best of the experiments here.
AT Va Pho, 73, Cathedral Road,
Gopalapuram
TEL 48566555 MEAL FOR TWO Rs 1,500

Shopping Extravaganza

T

he city’s favourite, By Hand From
The Heart: Makers Market is back
in its 20th edition with makers from
across the country. From organic
clothing and chocolates to wild
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honey, fresh farm produce, jewellery
and bath products, they have
everything you would want.
AT Crowne Plaza Chennai Adyar Park,
132, TTK Road, Alwarpet

 by prachi sibal

[ L I ST I N G S ]

Fruity Surprise

T

his season, enjoy the delicious pairings
of king of fruit, mango with Chettinadu
specialities. So, while your meal will comprise
Nadhar Style Mutton Korma and Chettinad
Spiced Kozhi Varuval, you could be ending it
with Mango Pannacotta.
On Till June 25
At Annam Café, Design Hotel by juSTa, 3rd
floor, Phoenix Market City
Tel 66300888 Time 6.30 p.m. onwards

Celebrating Punjabi Fare
Inspired by Chef Ravi Saxena’s road trip around
Punjab, Dhaba by Claridges has introduced a new
menu with over 15 dishes. There are experimental
ones like Tandoori Annanas and Bharwan Omlette with
other classics like Lawrence Road ki Tikki and
Kadhi Chicken. For dessert, there’s Dhaba da Meetha, a
unique combination of gulab jamun, shahi tukda and
vanilla ice cream.
On Till July 31
At Dhaba by Claridges, Ground & First Floor,
Ispahani Centre, Nungambakkam High Road
Tel 7338863168

For Your Dad
ake Father’s Day truly memorable
with a gift that matches your
special man’s personality. Astron,
Presage and Premier by Seiko
are three different kinds of
watches available for different
personality types. Take
your pick and you are sure
to make his day.
At seikowatches.com

M

LOVE ACTUALLY

P

opular group Rascalas in
association with Here and Now
Theatre explores modern
relationships on stage through a
series of sketches titled Crumpled
that will make you laugh and
introspect at the same time. The play
directed by Aakash Prabhakar is a
take on modern day relationships that
have redefined the way we
look at love.
On July 7 and 8
AT Wandering Artist, 51, 6th Main
Road, RA Puram
Tickets eventjini.com
Time 10 a.m. to 8 p.m.
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FOOD FIESTA
Celebrate the holy month of Ramazan with family and friends as you break your fast with a grand Iftar
spread made up of Indian, Mediterranean and Western cuisines. Baba ganoush, Mussakka A la Greek,
Tandoori Murgh, Hyderabadi Gosht Dum Biryani and Om Ali are some of the specialities on the menu.
On Till June 25
At Anise, Taj Coromandel, Nugambakkam
Tel 6600 2827
Price Rs 2,320

TASTY TREATS
This festival is for all the pav bhaji
lovers where you will get to sample not just
the classic version but also variations like
Sizzling Kaju Masala Pav Bhaji, Pav Bhaji
Fondue, Sizzling Hara Matar Pav Bhaji and
many more. Pair these with some house
made coolers and you have a summer
meal high on taste.
On June 25
At Indiska Magic, Harrington Road
Tel 91766 80605

16 INDIA TODAY CHENNAI F JUNE 2017

DIGITAL EDITION

RNI NO. 28587/75

REGISTERED NO. DL(ND)-11/6068/15-17; U(C)-88/15-17; FARIDABAD/05/17-19 LICENSED TO POST WITHOUT PREPAYMENT

THANK YOU FOR READING
INDIA’S BEST UNIVERSITIES
www.indiatoday.in

9

7 7 0 2 5 4

JUNE 26, 2017 `60

8 3 9 9 0 9

KILLING CANCER
HOW NEW DRUGS AND THERAPIES ARE RAISING
HOPES OF DEFEATING THE DEADLY DISEASE

Cancer cover_187mm.indd 1

13/06/17 5:33 pm

HOME
ANNIVERSARY ISSUE

JUNE 2017

MAY 2017

Delhi

Bangalore Punjabi Chennai

JUNE 2017

JUNE 2017

JUNE 2017

JUNE 2017

A MONTHLY CITY MAGAZINE

A MONTHLY CITY MAGAZINE

A MONTHLY CITY MAGAZINE

A MONTHLY CITY MAGAZINE

INSIDE
ICONIC US
DESIGNER’S
LA STORE
WALK THROUGH
A BUNGALOW IN
AHMEDABAD BY
HIREN PATEL

DESIGN’S
NEW
DIRECTION
11 TRENDS THAT
DEFINE THIS YEAR

THE
SHOW
STOP
PERS

Take the

e-route

The

Ultimate
Summer Guide
COOL THINGS TO DO IN THE CITY

RNI No. DELENG / 2005 / 19858
Not for sale. To be circulated free with
India Today in Punjab and Chandigarh

RNI No. DELENG / 2006 / 20557. Not for sale. To be circulated free
with India Today in Mumbai, Delhi & NCR, Chennai, Bangalore and
Kolkata. “Supplement to India Today issue dated June 26, 2017”

PLEASE CONTINUE
TO YOUR FREE MAGAZINES

G
L
OR
RO
YA
D

REGION’S MOST
PROMISING
SPORTS STARS

House

Proud

YOUR GUIDE TO THE
COOLEST HOME IDEAS

YOUR GUIDE TO
ONLINE SHOPPING

ABHISHEK GHOSAL,
PARKOUR INSTRUCTOR,
DELHI ROCK

NIKITHA SATISH
OF DORI

JYOTIKA DUTTA,
FENCING CHAMPION

RISHAB BOTHRA,
OWNER, TWISTY

inside

14
Buzz

Into the City

Ü

Two exciting things to look
forward to, including a mustgo-to fast food restaurant.

Ü

Editor-in-Chief
Aroon Purie
Group Chief Executive Officer
Ashish Bagga

Cover Story

Group Editorial Director
Raj Chengappa
Editor-at-large
Kaveree Bamzai
Group Creative Editor
Nilanjan Das
Group Photo Editor
Bandeep Singh

4

A Click Away
A look at homegrown brands that
are changing the way we eat, drink,
shop and clean.

Senior Assistant Editor
Mohini Mehrotra
Editorial Team
Akshita Khosla, Rewati Rau

Cover photograph by NILOTPAL BARUAH

Photo Department
Vikram Sharma

OUR PICK of the month

Photo Researchers
Prabhakar Tiwari,
Shubhrojit Brahma, Saloni Vaid

Music For The Soul

Design
Bhoomesh Dutt Sharma
Production
Harish Aggarwal (Chief of
Production), Naveen Gupta,
Vijay Sharma, Prashant Verma
Layout Execution
Ramesh Kumar Gusain
Pradeep Singh Bhandari
Publishing Director
Manoj Sharma
Associate Publisher (Impact)
Anil Fernandes
Impact Team
Senior General Manager:
Jitendra Lad (West)
General Managers:
Upendra Singh (Bangalore);
Velu Balasubramaniam (Chennai)
Kaushiky Chakraborty (East)

2 INDIA TODAY BANGALORE F JUNE 2017

June
24th

Get ready for a magical evening
with singer-songwriter, Jubin
Nautiyal whose journey in
the music industry has only
escalated. Known for his versatility, Nautiyal tasted success
with The Humma Song and is
ready to enthral the Bangalore
audience with his upbeat live
performance.
At Phoenix Market City,
Whitefield Road, Bengaluru
Time 7.30 p.m.
Tickets Rs 750

cover story

A
CLICK
AWAY
HERE'S A LOOK AT HOMEGROWN BRANDS
THAT ARE CHANGING THE WAY WE EAT,
DRINK, SHOP AND CLEAN.
_ By Prachi Sibal

Terrarium Trinkets
Leafy Affair

D

id you know you could own a little terrarium and wear it around your neck like a pendant? That's
what botany graduate Supriya Dondhi, 25, had in mind when she started Leafy Affair. "To
preserve bits and pieces of nature and keep them close to the heart", she says. Her line of miniature
preserved moss jewellery now includes necklaces, earrings, bracelets, bookmarks and more. She is also
working on creating more options for men like cuff links, lapel pins and bracelets. "Some of the most
popular products are the little bulb earrings with preserved moss and necklaces with charms. I also customise with a selection of charms, like an anchor for somebody who loves travel," explains Dondhi.
ATleafyaffair.com
PRICE Rs 700 onwards

I

t was a bra-fitting session in New York in
2008 that impacted Arpita Ganesh's, 40,
life so much so that the online marketing
professional started looking at a change in
career. She first launched an app called ABTF
(A Bra That Fits) and then started her own
label Buttercups, with a firm focus on comfortable lingerie. Every piece here is designed
and developed in-house and manufactured in
a unit abroad to produce quality lingerie with
European styling. Currently, the two-year old
brand has eight different styles for women and
a new teenage range. "We also offer problem
solver accessories such as sticky double-edged
tapes, lingerie wash bags and stick-on nipple
covers", says Ganesh who is keenly working on
functional sports bras for women next.
AT buttercups.com
PRICE Rs 799 onwards

Perfect Fit
Buttercups

JUNE 2017 F INDIA TODAY BANGALORE

5

Photograph by

NILOTPAL BARUAH

cover story

Health on the Go
Cure Bars
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H

ealth coach Manasa Rajan, 36, was often hearing about
people having to compromise on eating healthy when
they travel. With her firm faith in a plant-based whole
food diet, she set out to solve this problem. The result was a
range of raw superfood bars made of fruits, nuts and organic
health foods. "They are also vegan and gluten-free", says the
founder of Cure Bars. The year-old venture now produces
seven varieties of snack bars, each with a superfood focus
and targeted towards certain health goal. "So, there's a bar
that promotes weight loss, one to increase energy and so
on", she explains. These bars are available in a box of six on
the website and in individual packages at organic stores in
the city. "Besides being nutritious, they are also tasty," says
Rajan, who is currently formulating a breakfast bar to add to
her offerings.
AT manasarajan.com PRICE Rs 75 onwards

cover story

Art Effect

Handwork Studio
Medha Rao, (left) and Mayura Rao

Y
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our search for innovative, handcrafted gifts ends here
with this online store based in the city. From wall plates
inspired by the city's architecture to terracotta cups with
a pocket to hold your tea bag, you'll find it all here. Less
than a year old, Handwork Studio was started by architect
Divya Prasanna Kamath, to channel her love for design
into something real. "We design the products and work
with craftsmen to give them shape", says Kamath. The
store adds three seasonal collections each year and has
a selection of festive lights all year long. The most recent
terracotta collection opened to a great response and has
Kamath planning the next one already. "We are looking at
a monsoon themed home décor collection next which will
include breezy home linen", she says. The studio currently
run out of Kamath's own home tests all its products and will
soon be open to customised requests too.
AThandworkstudio.in PRICE Rs 190 onwards

Bold Flavours
Ausum Tea

Photograph by
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W

ant your dessert without the calories or
wine without the alcohol? City-based duo,
Medha Rao, 30 and Mayura Rao, 34 have
found a way to give you banana nut bread and
sangria in a cup without added sweeteners.
Barely a year old, Ausum Tea started when these
first cousins who are avid tea drinkers started
talking about the flavoured tea available in the
market. "There was always only lemon or mint
green teas, nothing with composite layered
flavours", says Medha. They soon started
experimenting with dry fruits and flowers—
infusing them with green and white teas sourced
from an estate in Darjeeling. They sell nine
blends of teas and tisanes on their website and
at a few cafes in the city, each handmade with
complex flavours. "For instance, lemongrass and
sweet lime are infused with green tea and
a hint of ginger to remind of a relaxing day at the
spa", says Mayura. Most ingredients are locally
sourced from small farmers and the blends are
inspired by local tastes.
AT ausumtea.com PRICE Rs 350 onwards

cover story

V
Nutritious Pick
Happy Jars

ikram Sekhar, 29 was always into fitness, riding and
toiling at the gym. As a result, he was eating a lot of peanut
butter. "Everybody was recommending it to me as a healthy
source of nutrition", he says. Over time, the search for a
healthier, more natural peanut butter led him to start Happy
Jars, which he now runs with his wife Surabhi Talwar, 31.
They started operations in December 2016 after a series of
experiments and consultations with fitness trainers and
nutritionists. Their jars are made with only peanuts and
contain no oil or artificial sweeteners. "We have two kinds—
one that comes with jaggery and one without. These are
available in creamy and crunchy variants", explains Sekhar.
They currently retail through their website within the city.
"The plan is also to introduce more varieties that focus on the
Indian palette in particular", says Sekhar.
AT happyjars.in PRICE Rs 250 onwards
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M
An Organic Lifestyle
Common Oxen

y heart lies in home cleaning", says Delara Damania, 38, talking
about her brand Common Oxen that is slowly becoming a household name in the city. After a few years of making cleaners for her
own home, she decided to take the leap and sell environment friendly
home cleaners ranging from laundry detergent, dishwash soap and
all-purpose cleaners. At first, it wasn't easy to convince people to make
the shift. "I realise that even though it is like comparing apples and oranges, our products get compared to conventional chemical cleaners",
she says. Things are however looking up, with more people becoming
conscious of the environmental impact of harsh chemicals, she admits.
Besides home cleaners, Common Oxen also offers a few body care
products like soap and all natural deodorant, and is constantly adding
to the section. "I am now working towards creating liquid soap for body
and home", says Damania.
ATcommonoxen.com PRICE Rs 180 onwards

Photograph by
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K

olam inspired lamps, cushion covers that take you to
life by the sea and journals that remind of train journeys, Olie Crafts, the home décor label is much more
than the functionality of its products. "Every collection
has a story and comes with a little poem attached to it",
says Amrita Nambiar, 30, Founder. The idea came to her
on the idyllic streets of Pondicherry where she would
walk around and draw for hours together. She began
illustrating, hand printing and hand making lamps and
called her label Olie, Tamil for light. Then came cushion
covers and a gifting range that included storage boxes
and journals. In her recent collection Railway launched
in April, Nambiar explores the romance of train travel in
the days of yore and translates them onto cushion
covers, bags, journals and more. "Next in line is a bed
and bath linen collection", she says.
ATolie.co.in PRICE Rs 300 onwards
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Hand-drawn Decor
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Olie Crafts

Contemporary Ilkal
Dori

T

he bright hued, silky textured ilkal weave native to
Bagalkot district has found a new contemporary
interpretation with the arrival of Dori. Armed with a
degree in fashion, Nikitha Satish, 26 began researching
Indian textiles when she chanced upon the ubiquitous
Karnataka ilkal. "I went to Bagalkot and realised there was
a handloom crisis with ilkal being used only for sarees and
the prices soaring, thanks to the competition from power
looms. I thought it was the perfect time to bring a contemporary touch to it", she says. Her collection includes
maxi dresses, slip dresses, pants, flowy tops and jackets in
shades of orange, green, blue and black. "Ilkal is restricted
to a few colours, so I decided to create collections that are
not restricted by season or trend", says Satish.
AT doridesigns.in PRICE Rs 650 onwards
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Feature

This 45-year-old store in the city has
been dedicatedly converting heirloom
sarees into wearable pieces of design.
_ By Prachi Sibal

Photograph by

A Revival
STORY

NILOTPAL BARUAH

SECRET IN THE CITY

Pavithra Muddaya of Vimor

F

or 45 years now, a simple old bungalow in Victoria Layout has been one
of the best kept secrets in town and
the seat of handloom revival like no other.
Established by the Late Chimmy Nanjappa
in 1974, Vimor now sees the involvement of
her grandchildren. Once the antique saree
business ran out of pieces, the family decided
to venture into revival sarees. Walk into the
store with an heirloom saree and Pavithra
Muddaya, 58, Nanjappa's daughter and a
self-taught designer, will translate those
memories into a wearable piece for you. The
revival happens in stages, based on whether
you want an exact replica or an interpretation
of the original, the fabric you choose and the
number of pieces you are looking to own.
The tiny single room shop stacked with
sarees in old wood and glass cabinets has
been witness to the who's who of the country and beyond. A peek into the guest books
reveals recent visits by singer Shubha Mudgal
and designer Wendell Rodricks, among
others. Regulars include actor Ratna Pathak
Shah and the Gandhi family, known to have
worn these sarees for generations. In here,
it isn't just about buying a saree but a crash
course on the different weaves, craft and an
insight into the life of weavers in the regions
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We have built
a repository
over the years.
At first, I would
learn about the
styles, motifs
and terms from
the weavers,
now I teach it
to them.

down South. "We have built a repository of sorts
over the years. At first I would learn about the
styles, motifs and terms from the weavers, now
I teach it back to them in a more practical way.
Over years, we proudly say that each of the weavers we have associated with is now bigger than
us. They often come to see us in their luxury
cars", says Muddaya.
While revival sarees may be Vimor's strong
point, there is a lot more on offer here, including a new series crafted in Rajasthan using the
traditional rug design of the region. "I took the
rug designs and set the loom to create sarees
using those patterns. Each saree takes a weaver
a month to create", she explains. Rajasthan's
traditional gota work has seen a new form by
making its way into weaves instead of being
embroidered. Other than that, there are lungi
sarees, those with the Karnataka emblem
Gandaberunda, and one where a weaver
translated his experiences in a town onto yarn
peppered with motifs of traditional carriages
and helicopters. It is these little surprises and the
tales behind them, unlike any other saree retailer
that make a visit to Vimor special.
AT Vimor, 49 (new#28) Victoria Layout, 3rd
Cross TEL 9886739291
PRICE Rs 900 onwards
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Fresh & Fabulous

W

hether you are a student or
just somebody looking to
have a good pocket-friendly meal, Vinny is your go-to place.
Their third and most recent outlet
in a by-lane in Domlur is spread over
two floors. The décor at Vinny is
functional but quirky with a spotless
open kitchen on the first floor.
Dining alone? Vinny is one of the
few city restaurants to offer a
wood-fired pizza by the slice. And
what’s more, you can pick and
choose your own toppings. On the

Food
Ambience
Value for money 

menu are also salads, pastas, soups,
a selection of desserts, eggs to order
and a few refreshing mocktails and
milkshakes. However, the pizzas are
the real attraction here. The BBQ
chicken pizza comes with chunks of
chicken with a hint of barbecue
sauce and pairs well with a topping
of fiery jalapenos—easily amongst
the best in the city’s fast food joints.
AT Vinny, 7th Cross Rd, K.R.Colony,
1st Stage, Domlur TEL 41646123
MEAL FOR TWO Rs 600
By Prachi Sibal

[ L I ST I N G ]

July 1
4 p.m.

BANGALORE OPEN AIR RETURNS
Metal lovers rejoice as the city’s biggest metal festival is back in its sixth edition. Among the
headlining acts will be Coroner, the progressive thrash metal band that promises to bring
the house down. The fest will also have many local metal bands sharing stage
space in a celebration of the genre like no other.
AT Royal Orchid Resort & Convention Centre, Yelahanka
TICKETS Rs 2,000 onwards
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